?

Luke 1:26  In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27  to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28  The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." 29  Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30  But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31  You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33  and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." 34  "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 35  The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.

One of the most astounding discoveries in scripture is to learn that God places eternal destiny in the hands of men and women.

The objectives of divinity are fulfilled by humanity.
Immortal purpose is achieved through mortal lives. 

Evanescent creatures build eternal design.
The temporal fulfills the longing of the eternal. 

Celestial plans come to pass at the hands of terrestrial creatures. 

Scripture bears this out:

When God needed to preserve the human race He used a man, Noah.
When God wanted to form a nation He found a man & woman, Abraham.  

When God wanted to free that nation He found a man, Moses. 

When God wanted to speak to that nation He used men, prophets.

When God wanted to save that nation He embodied Himself in Jesus Christ.  Matthew 1:20 "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."
To build the organizational structure that would spread the story God chose men, disciples. 

To tell the tale, the good news of this incarnation God used, and continues to use men. II Corinthians 5:18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;
These are just the major events.  I don’t want to over state the point, but every purpose of God was brought to fulfillment by a man or a woman. I could give you an exhaustive study that more than proves the point.  God places eternal destiny in the hands of fallible, error-prone, people.  And to me this is astounding.  That he would entrust the fate of untold souls into the ever-slippery hands and porous hearts of humans is mind-boggling.  

Do not think that you are without meaning; do not for a second believe that you are without significance.  Because the overwhelming evidence of scripture it that God uses men and women to fulfill His great purposes.  And the great purposes of God are not all fulfilled. He has need of you and I.
1. TWO SIDE NOTES
2. The only common ability among all of the people God used in scripture was the ability to discern what God was communicating to them. 

3. If you are a leader learn a lesson from God and don’t be afraid to place things in other peoples’ hands.  If God can entrust eternity to people don’t you be afraid to entrust your little agenda to people.

Eternity In A Teenager
The greatest undertaking of all time, to incarnate God, to bring hope to the hopeless, to bring a Savior to planet earth was literally placed in a young Jewish peasant girl.   The plan of plans, the thing the angels desired to look into, the logos was placed in the womb, and entrusted to the care of this unsophisticated, almost certainly unlearned little girl.  

4 John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2  He was with God in the beginning. 3  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

5 In him was life, and that life was the light of men.

Logos – Word really does not do the concept of logos justice.  It is the eternal pondering of God.  It is the ultimate plan of God.  It is the inner working of God.  It is the essence of God.  And it, the logos, was placed in the care of an otherwise insignificant girl.  That which was since the beginning of time was deposited into the womb of one so young she could scarcely be called a woman.  

God has an eternal purpose he wants to place in you, something for you to carry to birth.  I wonder how long He has carried it in His heart, I wonder how long He has been waiting for the chance to find someone He can entrust it to.  

Just as God placed logos in the womb of Mary, He still has plans and purposes and He wants human hearts, minds, and lives in which to deposit them.  

To this peasant teenager an angel says there is something in you, conceived of the Holy Ghost, and the baby inside of you is going to change everything.  There is only one condition, there is only one caveat.  It can be found in the prophecy of Isaiah, the 7th chapter and the 14th verse.

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

The messiah has to be borne of a virgin.  It could be any peasant girl in the world, but to fulfill prophecy she must be a virgin at conception and delivery.  

Mary has nine months to carry the logos.  She has a fiancé she has to explain this to.  She has a marriage she cannot consummate.  She has a life she must put on hold.  She has her own desires that have to be pushed aside.  She has her own plans that must be erased.  If she stays pure she will give birth to the Messiah.  God entrusted His timeless plan to a teen-ager that was in love and oozing hormones.  And now everything is hanging on whether or not she stays pure.  If she does it will be the savior of the world laid in a feed trough in Bethlehem.  If she does not it will just be another baby borne.  

Eternal Destiny In You
There are other dreams of divinity that have been placed in your heart and in mine.  There are other purposes of God that need a human vessel to carry them to their fruition.  They all come with this little caveat.  Are you going to cling to what you envisioned from God and give birth to the spectacularly supernatural destiny that was implanted in you or are you going to settle for something less but more expeditious?  One thing about it, we will all know what you decided when the baby gets here.  But for the moment the choice is yours.  And the determining factor will be how tenaciously you cling to what God promised you.  The determining factor will be how steadfastly you refuse to embrace anything other than what you believe God has destined for your life.  

Are you going to be just another person existing on the face of the planet or are you going to hold out for abundant life promised you in scripture?
Will you sacrifice the eternal to the expedient?

Will you allow your own desires to derail divine destiny?
Can you hold out for what God promised?

When you finally deliver who will be the baby in the manger, the promised one or just another baby?
1. Four Stages In Delivering Destiny
2. The Dream – What God originally implants in you.

3. The Delay – The nine months of clinging to the dream. (expect ridicule)

4. The Devils Detour – An alternative to hanging on for fulfillment.

5. The Destiny – The birth of what you dreamed.  

This pattern plays out over and over again in the lives of people in the scripture.

1. Joseph 
2. Dreamed of father and mother and brothers bowing down to him.  Dreamed of a place of authority and rulership.

3. The dream was delayed when his brothers sold him into slavery.

4. The devils alternative came in the form of Potiphers wife who tried to seduce him.  Surely if he allowed himself to be seduced by her he would have an inside track in this household.  But Joseph knew his destiny was something more than the best slave in some house.

5. God elevated him to the second most powerful place in the world and brought his family to his feet at a time when only he had the power to save them.

1. Job
2. Dreamed of being one of the greatest men of the East.

3. Suffered the eradication of everything.

4. His wife said “Why don’t you curse God and die?”   Just give up on it.

5. By the end of his story he is wealthier and happier than ever before. 

1. Moses (Pattern repeats multiple times)

2. Dreamed of a free Israel with a land of their own.

3. Then comes the 400 years of wandering in the wilderness.

4. Actually took the detour when He disobeyed God

5. Never got to the promised land. 

1. Saul
2. He was to deliverer Israel from her oppressors.

3. Delayed before battle waiting on the prophet to arrive and offer sacrifice.

4. Takes the detour and offers the sacrifice himself.

5. Life ends when he commits suicide in a losing battle.

1. Jesus
2. Was to be the one who “saved the people from their sins.”

3. Spends 40 days being tempted in the wilderness. 

4. Turn these rocks to bread, jump from this roof top, worship me.

5. Arose triumphantly on the third day.

1. Us
2. Need to hear the voice of God.  

3. Need a fresh baptism of tenacity and rhino hide. 

4. A new vision of the original dream and the ability to see through the deception.  Proverbs 16:25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.  Resist the temptation of the immediate for the satisfaction of the ultimate.

5. For some of us it is high time to deliver.  We need to get to pushing and forget about how painful and messy it might be.  Every birth is slimy, bloody, sweaty, and painful.  Death is neat and orderly, but birth is a mess.  But I know some of you are ready to give birth to the destiny to which God has called you, I know this because the ministry task of this church is so big it is going to take every one of us.  Quite worrying about whether or not your going to make a mess.  If you are giving birth to something you will make a mess.  That’s ok as long as the baby you lay in the manger is what God laid on you at the beginning.  We have to decide if our church is going to be the delivery room of destiny or a funeral home for dead dreams.    

