The Alien Option 

Part Three (Outside The Box & Off The Grid)

John 18:33  Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews?34  Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me?35  Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done?36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

Transcendent people live outside of the existing concepts of the world.

· Wallace Stephens

What we have established over the last two weeks with an overwhelming preponderance of scriptural evidence is that the followers of Christ, the sons and daughters of God are not of this world.

RECAP
I spent most of the first sermon really establishing this fact.  We are not from here, this is not our world, and we do not belong to this kingdom.  

We are governed by a set of rules, a code of conduct, a set of ethics that is at total odds with the world about us. The world is full of ideas and beliefs about how things are, how they must be, what a person must do to succeed in the world.  Wallace Stephens called these ideas ”existing concepts of the world” and said that truly transcendent people live outside of these concepts. Not only do these people reject what the world says they must do to succeed, they also question the very way the world defines success. 

The only choice we can make that allows us to be authentic Christians, live scriptural lives, and be kept from the evil that is in the world is for us to exercise the Alien Option.  

To demonstrably live the laws and values of the kingdom I am part of every day even when they are at apparent radical odds with the world I am in. 

It is a conscious daily choice to live a life that may be at odds with every value system around you, but is true to the values and ethics of the kingdom you are a part of.  
Last week I preached about the ultimate alien, Jesus Christ.  He lived a life that in every way, with every word, with every action, rejected the value system of the world.  He left us a shining example of how to live in the world, but not be of the world. (That is His prayer for us.)

John 16:33 In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

He proved it can be done, but He didn’t even just leave us there.

I John 4:17 Herein is our love  made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world

Original Aliens
Each week I have mentioned a few of these people that have lived out Wallace Stephens maxim…they have exercised the Alien Option.

Gary & Joann Powers

Stepped away from a successful corporate career, divested themselves of most material possessions and have devoted their life to teaching children the Word of God.  They took a long hard look at some existing concepts of the world and just decided that they were not going to live that way. 

The Twelve

The disciples Jesus chose have been mischaracterized as losers, outcasts, and misfits.  The opposite is true.  They were hard workers, businessmen, solid, capable, and for the most part respectable members of their community.  They walked away from established businesses, gave them away, to follow Jesus Christ.   They turned the world upside down.   

These kind of people lived lives radically different from what was expected and applauded.  They marched to the beat of a different drummer.  In modern parlance we would say they were outside the box & off the grid. 

Business Men In Our Church

Gave money back they could have kept.

Walked away from a lucrative position for the sake of family. 

Disconnecting 

Outside The Box

Thinking outside the box is the modern term for creative thinking.  But if we are to really live as aliens in this world we have to live outside the box.  We have to identify the boxes that the world system would like to shove us in and just refuse to allow it to happen.   

Since I am an alien, I am not from here, I will not be boxed into…

The world’s definition of success.
The world’s idea of marriage.

The world’s idea of wealth.
The world’s time frame for my life. (Elders not done, youngsters / patience)

The world’s concept of what is acceptable beliefs.
The world’s definition of God.

Being reduced to silence on issues that outrage me because of social pressure. 

It is not enough for an alien to think outside the box, we need to start living outside the box.   

Off The Grid

There is a new trend that has given birth to a new term.  In certain high tech parts of the country young dot.com millionaires are building homes that have no electricity, no phone lines, no data lines.  In a 24-hour connection culture they are finding it necessary to get totally disconnected from all of the technology for at least a few hours every week.  There are two primary grids in our country.  One is the power grid that channels electricity into your home, into this church.  The other is the information grid that broadcasts, streams, and pump out information in any number of formats in a way that is always accessible by virtually every one.   These kids that are periodically unplugging from both call what they do “going off the grid”.   Going off the grid is disconnecting from everything for at least a little while.  Some more radical souls are going off the grid permanently.  

I believe it is time for true aliens to go off the world’s spiritual grid, off the world’s ideology grid, off the world’s value grid, off the world’s materialism grid, off the world’s sensuality grid, off the world’s philosophy grid.  We are poisoning our soul by drinking from the same spiritual wells as the locals.  We are not from around here, we don’t need to be plugged into what they are plugged into. 

I refuse value myself based on my earning capacity, the stuff I own, and my career track. My value is based on the price Christ paid for me at Calvary.

GET OFF THE MATERIALISM GRID

I refuse to be entertained by stuff God calls an abomination. I refuse to be impressed by and emulate people that are blatantly anti-God.

GET OFF THE HOLLYWOOD ENTERTAINMENT GRID

I refuse to use the gifts, abilities, opportunities, and resources God has blessed me with to simply enrich my own life.  I refuse to believe that it is not my responsibility to use what I have to bless others.

GET OFF THE SELF CENTERED, NARCISSISTIC, ME-FIRST GRID

I will not compromise what I believe just to accommodate people and circumstances.  I will not back away from a belief just because it is unpopular and draws criticism.  I will do the right thing, the Jesus thing, the Bible thing whether it is expedient or not. 

GET OFF THE SITUATIONAL ETHICS GRID.

I could go on and on but you get the point, it is time we went off the grid.

We don’t need to get our strength from where the locals get their strength.
We don’t need to get our self-image from…

We don’t need to get our peace from…
We don’t need to get our satisfaction from…

We don’t need to cope with trouble and stress the way the locals do. 

We need to be less plugged into the world and more plugged into Jesus Christ.  

Collosians 2:6  So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, (Not in the box or on the grid…in Him!) 7  rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 8  See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. (See to it no one puts you in a box or makes you dependent on a grid) 9  For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10  and you have been given fullness in Christ, (KJV – You are complete in Him!) who is the head over every power and authority. (NIV)

I do not need what they need, I can go off the grid that sustains them because I am complete in Christ!  And He is the head of all power and authority.  

The Four-Point Attack
I don’t have time to list every secular, humanistic ideology out there and teach you how to combat it.  What you need are some broad Bible principles and the courage to enact them in your life.  Let me simplify matters for us.  There are four boxes the world system will try to shove you in, there are four ways the world will try to get you plugged into its values and beliefs grid.  They can be categorized as who, what, when, & where. 

Who To Worship

The first way the world will try to get you plugged into its grid is by telling you whom to worship.  

Sometimes it is a subtle attack.  They wont give you another God to worship, they will just tear down the God you are worshipping and if they can get you to stop worshipping Him you will worship some other God by default.  Mankind has proven over and over that we will worship something.  That is why there has never in the long history of mankind been a civilization without some object of worship.  

Sometimes they will offer you a substitute god, more often than not yourself.  One of my favorite authors wrote this:  “Every time I look into a mirror, I say to myself these words: You’re not it.  To a culture that tells me “You’re God” I need to look myself in the mirror and declare, “God is God, You’r not it.”  

The story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the third chapter of Daniel needs to get burned into our spirit.  Nebuchadnezzer sat up a golden statue and said when the music plays everybody better worship this god, if you do not you will die.   

When the world tries to get you to worship its god there is always the threat that you cannot survive unless you do.  

The world would have you believe:

You cannot practice Christian ethics and succeed in business.
You cannot be single, happy, and sexually pure.

If you forgive too much you will get ran over.
If you are not immersed in the culture you will not be relevant.

Three little Hebrew boys looked at an existing condition of the world and said: “You know what, we are getting out of the box, we are going off the grid.”

Daniel 3:14  Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 15  Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the music, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 16  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 17  If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 18  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

The best way to make sure you never allow the world to dictate to you what the object of your worship will be is to be in perpetual praise unto God.  Let your work be worship unto God.  Let your drive time be praise time.  Let you time with your kids be a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto God.  Our worship needs to spill from this house and saturate our every waking hour until our lives are songs of adoration unto God. 

What To Value 

The world will try to tell you what to value.  It will try to plug into your system and flood your mind in heart with what you should hold in esteem.  And it is just lethal. 

When we value acceptance too much we compromise core beliefs.
When we value position too much we trade in integrity.

When we value entertainment too much we trade our substance.
When we value image too much we lose authenticity.

When we value things too much we sell our souls. 

Two great lessons can be gleaned from scripture. 

· The R.Y.R of Matthew 19 had everything the world values.

· Wealth.

· Youth.

· Influence (power).

· Yet he comes to Jesus asking for eternal life because he knew in his heart he really had not achieved life. 

· Because his value system was so poisoned he went away sorrowful. (verse 22)

· The Apostle Paul had breeding, education, status, and wealth.

· Phillipians 3: 7  But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.8  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.

When To Be Quiet

If it fails to distract you from who you worship, if it cannot influence what you value, the next strategy the world will employ is to tell you when to be quiet. 

Don’t speak out about what you believe or your faith, it is not politically correct.  Don’t talk about your faith you might make someone uncomfortable.  

How come I have to be quiet?  I will not allow this world to muzzle me, and silence me.    The church of the Living God had better find its voice and fast.  There is an all out assault against our ability to say what we wish.  I will make a deal with the social architects.  I will stay out of your bedroom and out of your womb, you stay out of my pulpit.    

The world needs to hear our message.  Your friends need to hear your testimony.  Our land needs to hear the life changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Somebody needs to go ahead and call sin for what it is.  Go ahead and say wrong is really wrong.   Something is dreadfully wrong when the strongest moral voice in America is Oprah Winfrey.

Luke 19: 37  And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen; 38  Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. 39  And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. 40  And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. 

Where To Manifest Your Faith

The final box the world will try to put you in is to tell you where you can manifest your faith.  You go be a Christian in church, but on the job you are an employee.  Don’t brig your faith up in the school.  You be a Christian at home.  How twisted have things become that my choice of faith can be interpreted as discrimination and persecution against someone else?  

In Mark 14, as Jesus was sitting in a house a little lady came in with a box of precious ointment, and broke that box open and poured it out in worship upon Christ.  Those present were outraged.  If you get a composite picture from the gospels you will get to the root of their outrage.

· They thought she wasted the perfume – She offended their values.

· But her most egregious offense was that they did not think her and her act of worship belonged in that place at that time.  She was a woman of ill repute.  They were important connected people.  And she was out of her place.  Stay with the rabble outside, don’t be coming up in here.  But you see she had it right, she didn’t care what they thought, they were never going to accept her anyway, so she saved everything she had to pour it out on him. 

· You are expending way too much energy trying to get acceptance from people that will not accept you anyway, save it all up and pour it out on Christ.  Our worship needs to cease to be some trickle that we wring from a soul sucked dry by this world and it needs to become an explosion that can never be contained. (she shattered that box, no getting it back now, it is just going to run everywhere)

· They are not going to like you, they are not going to think you are cool, they are not going to accept you.  Jesus told you that.  If they do you are probably letting them put you in a box.  

· The aroma filled the house.  Your faith in Christ needs to be something that permeates the atmosphere everywhere you go.  I am sorry, I cannot contain it in my church or in my home.  

Who, what, when, where.  These things will be dictated to you unless you go ahead and determine that you are living outside the box and going off the grid. 

II Corinthians 6: 14  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 15  And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 16  And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 7:1 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18  And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

- This will not isolate you…it will give you power to witness….where does your light come from?

