The Name Of The Baby

Luke 1:5  There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 6  And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 7  And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years. 8  And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course, 9  According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. 10  And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense. 11  And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12  And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 13  But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 14  And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. 15  For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. 16  And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. 17  And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 18  And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years. 19  And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to show thee these glad tidings. 20  And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.

The child that has been promised to Zacharias was to be the forerunner, or as the Bible refers to him, the way-preparer, for the Messiah.   One who would help it come to pass would precede the greatest thing that God had ever done in earth.  John the Baptist would be instrumental in setting the stage for the Messiah.   Can I tell you that God wants to do some great things in the world today.  There is an unprecedented spiritual hunger among humanity.  There is fear and uncertainty on every side in the geo-political realm.  The economic structure is being shook.  The stage is being set for a mighty outpouring of the Spirit of God.  I believe we will look back at 2001 as a banner year for the church.   But I also believe God will follow a pattern.  Zacharias and his wife Elizabeth were to be blessed.  But that blessing was not for the sole benefit of this barren couple.  It was not even primarily to benefit them.  The purpose of the blessing was so that there would be way-paver for the blessing that was following, the coming of the Messiah.

The blessing has a purpose.
It is high time we understood that God does not just bless us to have something to do.  But He blesses us so that we are able to usher in and be part of His great work in the earth.  This thing is bigger than us, it is bigger than our goals and agendas.  This is Kingdom business.  God wants to bless you this year, but His blessing has a purpose.  So that you can be part of the greater move of God.   We need to get over our self-centeredness.  

· Samson is strong for the deliverance of Isreal.

· Moses is raised in Pharaoh’s house to be the leader of Gods people.

· Esther is saved in the palace at Shushan to be in a position to stop the genocide of her people. 

God wants to bless you this year but His blessing has a purpose.  It is so you can facilitate the greater plan of God in the world.

God promised a child to Zachariah and Mary, but that child was to prepare the way for the Messiah.  If I can use the analogy without offending you, God wants to impregnate you with purpose.  He wants to deliver into your bosom destiny.  God has blessing and purpose for each of us.  Our responsibility is to give birth to the destiny and purpose that God has put in us.  

The Parameters Of Pregnancy
I know some people are a little incredulous when I speak of destiny and purpose.  An angel appeared to Zachariah and he doubted so I can see where you would have trouble believing me.    For those that do believe, let me tell you just a few things.

· Doubters never deliver.  There will always be people who do not believe that destiny is in their bosom, they do not believe the greatness of what is come.  Those people never deliver.  They cannot carry the baby, they cannot give birth to it.  

· When you are carrying destiny in you as Elizabeth was, you will always be surrounded by people who cannot hear or speak vision and destiny.  Zachariah did not get it when it was told him in the temple, nor could he speak it to anybody else.  They don’t get it when they hear it, they cannot speak it into your life.  Giving birth to something great in the Kingdom of God is usually a lonely proposition.  There are no breathing coaches, there are no nurses, there is no Dr., there is just you and the vision and destiny that God put inside of you.  It is up to you to carry it and give birth to it.  Everything I have ever attempted in God was that way. 

· God gives babies to barren people.  The Bible is full of stories of barren women receiving children from God.  Every father of the nation of Israel  was asked to marry a barren woman.  Psalm 113:9 He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children. If you have never had a significant accomplishment in life, if everyone around you thinks your nothing but a loser, if you doubt your own ability to ever achieve anything worthwhile, you just may be the perfect candidate God is looking for to be a repository of vision and destiny.  God always calls us to do that which it will take a miracle to accomplish. 
God wants to bless you, He wants to place in you this year vision, greatness, and purpose.  Just know this you have to give birth to it all by yourself.  Every one wants to adopt a baby, everyone wants to hold the baby, we want God to drop fully birthed destinies, ministries in our lap.  But that is not how He works.  He will give the barren woman the ability to have the baby, not a fully birthed baby.

· Build your ministry.

· Build you business.
· Build your kids into the Christians you want them to be. 
God will give you the ability, but it is up to you to give birth to your destiny. 
Naming The Baby
As fascinating as this account of Zachariahs encounter with Gabriel in the temple is, I find the arrival of the child to be even more instructive.  The big day arrives and the baby is here and the Bible says that all the friends and family gathered round, and two things happened that are simply fascinating. 

They Named The Baby

Luke 1:57  Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a son.  58  And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had showed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her. 59  And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father. 

Hear me well you who would give birth to your destiny in this first year of a new millennium, after you go through all the pain of carrying the child, after all the loneliness, after all the agony, after you have been misshapen, discomfited,  stretched, and broken.   After you finally bring your destiny to the light of day, everyone will come around to try and tell you what your destiny is.  

What’s more, they named Him Zechariah, after his father.  

· This was a family name, passed down from generation to generation.  

· His father was Zechariah, his grandfather was Zechariah, you could trace the lineage of His house.  

· They were in essence saying, this baby is no different than a dozen other babies before him.  Nothing has really changed, it is the same old lineage, the same priesthood, the same family, and nothing is any different.  Let’s just call him Zechariah because nothing has nor ever will change.  He will be no better or worse than his daddy.

Don’t Believe The Lesson Of History

Elizabeth said;  “I don’t think so”.
Luke 1:60 And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John.

· This is not just another baby.

· This is not just another blessing.

· This is the way-paver.

· This is the blessing that will usher in God’s purpose, this baby is essential to the larger working of God.

· It cannot be just another baby, it cannot be a continuation of what has always been.  The Kingdom of God is set to explode across the face of the earth, and God needs me to give birth to a way-paver.  Some of you are carrying things right now that God needs you to give birth to and not allow it to just be another business deal, another ministry of Redemption Church, not just another function, but it is integral to the purpose of God for His body.  

· You not gonna name him Zechariah, this is not just a continuation of what has always been.  

Now watch the logic of all these little nay-sayers standing around.

Luke 1:61  And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name.

The average person is not comfortable with people talking about destiny and change and greatness.  Since they are not comfortable with it the easiest thing to do is tear down the person that is trying to change.  “What do you mean, John?”

· Your going to get out of debt?

· Your going to win people to God this year?

· Your going to have a ministry?

· Your going to finish college?

· Your going to own your own business?

· Your going to become a prayer warrior?

There will always be somebody around to tell you what you should name the baby, what your destiny can and cannot be.  There will always be a crowd around to tell you why it should not and cannot be that way.  You just remind them, I was barren, it is a miracle this baby is here to begin with, why limit God now?

Why cant he be John?  Why cant what God has placed in me be something of greatness?  The fact that I am standing here in my right mind is nothing short of a miracle.  Why should the miracles stop now?  Don’t you dare let some else limit God’s purpose in your life, don’t you dare let some one else dictate your destiny.  Only you can carry it, you are the one that will be stretched and broken in the process of birthing it, don’t let anyone else tell you what it should be.  What’s more, it may be your only one.  I am sure someone tried to persuade Elizabeth to name her next baby John.  But she remembered her years of being barren, and sometimes the window of opportunity is narrow.  I do not know how much time we have to fulfill the purpose of God, but it is not much.  Every indicator leads me to believe we better move expeditiously in the building of the Kingdom.  This may be our one shot. Let us determine here and now it will not be another Zechariah, the same thing it has always been, this time, this year, it is different. 

Zechariah puts pen to paper, the hardest part about change, is declaring that change is here.

Quit wishing, and start declaring.  

