The Small Signs Of A Shift In Season

Genesis 1:14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: 

God built into the very foundation of the world that there would be a demarcation of time.  There would be seasons.   It is something He re-established with Noah.  He put his promise to Noah in the clouds, that as long as the earth continues to rotate, as long as mans allotted time on this planet is in effect there will be seasons.  There will be day and night, there will be summer and winter, there will be seed-time and harvest.  Of all that you cannot be sure of in this world be sure of this, there will be seasons. 

The wisest man that ever lived confirmed what Moses wrote in Genesis, he not only confirmed it but he extended the understanding to make us know that not only do the seasons exist, they affect everything.  The seasons do not just regulate the weather, they do not just affect the tides and the leaves.  But Solomon under the inspiration of God declared that;

Ecclesiastes 3:1 To every thing there is a season

There is nothing that occurs that is not part of a season.  There is an ebb and flow to life that was placed there by the creator of all things.  

Empires rise and fall
Economies flourish and fail  (Bull and Bear)

Relationships have good days and bad
Trends come and go (fashion / art)

Energy that drives us flares and flickers
Ideas are birthed, die, and then are re-born again.

During every seven-year cycle every cell in your body is completely replaced. You are literally not the same person you were seven years ago.  You are always dying always being reborn.
It is the very nature of things just as God intended.  He designed the world so that all things operate according to seasons.  One of the secrets to success in life is understanding seasons.  This is what God taught the prophet Samuel when Samuel sat weeping over Saul, the wicked, sinful king of Israel.  

I Samuel 16:1 And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I have provided me a king among his sons.
God wanted Samuel to understand that Saul’s season was over and a new season was starting.  You have to get this Samuel, quit sitting around crying over a sinful king that you fear will destroy the nation, it is just a season.   You have to understand that every thing is regulated by a season.  This understanding will save your peace of mind.  

· It keeps you from frustration because you know that if things are bad it is just a season.  

· It keeps you from despair because you know it is just a matter of time before the season ends.

· It keeps you from getting to proud and puffed up.  You do understand it is just a season.  (Nebuchadnezzer / Josephs’ 7 years of plenty / finances)  

· It keeps you from giving up because you know that if you endure a little more things are going to change, for “to everything there is a season!”
See The Signs Of A Shift In Seasons
For a few years we lived in Arkansas, right in the beautiful Ozarks.   One of the things I miss about Arkansas was the definite seasons.  In Dallas they all kind of blend together.  There is no real distinction in them.  It is just hot and less hot with the occasional day of cold thrown in so we can wear our one sweater.  In Arkansas there was beautiful crisp spring with budding plants and trees. There were long still hot lazy summer days.   Then the crisp wind and an explosion of color as fall painted the landscape.  Then there were the snows of winter.  But even with the distinction of the seasons you never went directly from one to another.  There was always a period when you shifted from one season to another, and if you were observant you could detect the small signs of a shift in the season. (Wind turns while fishing)  You had to be very astute because it was usually a small indicator.  Just a small thing, but enough to know that everything is about to change. (RIFF) I want to help you in your life detect the small signs of a shift in seasons.

I don’t want you to quit sewing just before your harvest time.
I don’t want you to give up just before the storm in your life abates.

I don’t want you to walk away just before the rains end the dry spell.
I don’t want you to let yourself be swept away just prior to the wind dying. 

I don’t want you to sound retreat just before the tide of battle turns.
I don’t want you to quit digging just before you strike gold. 

I don’t want you to throw in the towel when your enemy is staggering.
I come to open your understanding to the fact that God is trying to show you some small signs of a shift in seasons.  It may not be much, but it is the promise of a better day.  It may just be a tap on your shoulder, a whisper in your ear.  But it is the wind shifting, it is the tide turning, it is the small sign of a shift in seasons.  Any body had just a little blessing lately?  That is not an isolated thing, it is the small sign of a shift in season.  You need to go over your life with a microscope and lay hold of the smallest blessing as a sign that your situation is about to do a 180.  You need to declare that it is more than a small blessing among great cursing.  You need to declare it to be a small sign of a shift in seasons. 

Small Signs
· Noah

· First came the storm that swept away everything.  Not just one house, or one village, or one country.  It rained for forty days and forty nights.  The water covered the entire planet.  It seemed it would never stop raining.  
- Ever get in a storm that affected everything?   Not just the finances, or just your kids, or just your health?  I am talking about something that touched every area of your life. 

· - Every get in a storm you didn’t think would ever stop?   

· Then after the rain stopped it didn’t get better.  IT is possible it got worse.  Because now all they could do was drift.  Endlessly, pointlessly, helplessly.  Ever feel like you are not steering anything, that events are driving you rather than you driving your life? 
· Noah stood at that tiny window looking out an endless expanse of water.  And let loose a dove.   Looking for some sign that there was dry land somewhere, hope somewhere.  I just need something.  And the dove came back.   A few days later he sent the dove out again.  I just need something I don’t care what it is.   This time the dove came back with a little tree leaf in her mouth.  Not much.  Just a small sign that the waters are drying up, dry land is putting in an appearance again.  The hull of this ark will scrape bottom at some point.  Just a small sign of a shift in seasons.  For some of you this sermon may be the little olive leaf that lets you know, God has not forgotten you, He has been watching you all the time.  And the season in your life is about to shift, and: 
· the drifting will be over

· the questioning will be over
· the doubt will come to an end
· the uncertainty will be past
· You will stand on solid ground again.  
There may be no lightning from heaven, there may not be an angelic appearance, there may be no thunderous prophetic uttering.  It may be as small as an olive leaf, but it is your small sign of a shift in seasons.  You know that “to everything there is a season” now all you need is that small sign that the season is shifting so you can start your rejoicing.  

Elijah

· You must begin to look with eyes of faith at everything in your life.  Do not dismiss anything as insignificant.  The thing you are tossing aside may be the small sign of a shift in seasons.  After years of drought, after God proving himself mighty on Mt. Carmel the prophet Elijah went to prayer asking God to end the drought.  (I Kings 18)  

· He prayed and sent his servant to see if it was raining.  Nothing.  Seven times this happened.  

· Surely there must be some prognosticator of change out there.  Surely there is something telling us things are going to turn around.  Six times the servant could see nothing at all.  Are you sure you see nothing?  It cannot be dry forever.  It cannot be hopeless forever.   Surely there is something.

· I Kings 18: 44  And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand.  Don’t get too excited, it is just a little thing.  Really not even worth mentioning.  I mean, I wouldn’t get too excited.  It could even be a smudge on my glasses.   But the prophet knew that the first sign of a shift in seasons is always a little, small, subtle, seemingly insignificant thing.  He said “You better go get the king off the mountain because a rain is coming that will wash him away.  You see a little cloud but what I hear “is a sound of abundance of rain.”  (Vs. 41)
· It is not much really, but enough for a person of faith to act on.  I don’t need piled up thunderheads, I just need a reason to hope.   God doesn’t need a bunch of hard-to-convince skeptics.  He needs people walking around looking for reasons to believe.  We don’t want to budge until we see a divine hand writing on the wall.  I am sick of that.  You are looking at a guy that is ready to celebrate anything that could be construed as a sign from God.  
· Get off your kids back because you don’t think they are right.  If they show up to church, if they sit down and talk with you, if they act in anyway tender toward God it could be a small sign of a shift in seasons.

· Quit looking for reasons to give up on people, start looking for the smallest sign that they are of value, and worth redemption. (Ashton)

It may be as small as another interview.
It may be as small as a womens prayer ministry.

The end of your lonely drought may be as small as a new person shaking your hand in church.
It may be as tiny as one day without the fighting in your marriage. 

It may be as small as beating the temptation back one time.  

It may be as small as one nights rest without the anxiety and fear.

It may be as small as catching yourself laughing and realizing that for at least a moment you slipped through the clutches of the depression.
It may be as small as one person hitting the altar declaring that they are hungry for the infilling of the Holy Ghost.    

It would be easy to write those things off as anomalies and happenstance but you got yourself a Holy Ghost preacher telling you that they are really small signs of a shift in the season. 

John

John is stuffed up in the jail cell, wondering at this point if he was ever on the right track.  He hears reports of what is going on with Jesus. 

Luke 7:19 John sent them to the Lord to ask, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?" 20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, "John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, 'Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?'" 21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.”
The Baby
It may not be much.  It may be a small thing.  But it could portend a turn around in your whole life.  

Luke 2:8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
