You Should Not Perish

John 3:1  There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2  The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.

3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?

5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8  The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 9  Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? 10  Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Allow me to make two observations about this beloved text that I have read for you.  These observations are going to open up your understanding of this passage.   To understand what is being said here you must have these two understandings.  

The first is this.  Most scriptorians and Bible teachers make a division in the exegesis and interpretation of this passage right where I did, at the 10th verse.  They look as verses 1-10 an 11-16  as two separate passages that stand alone.  This is not true.  This is all part of the one conversation that Jesus is having with Nicodemus.  This is important because if you divide the passage you create a conflict.  Jesus says at one point that to enter into the Kingdom of God you MUST be born again.  (Verse 3,5) Yet preachers have preached verse 16 alone and declared that a simple statement of belief in Christ is sufficient for salvation.  If they do not divide this passage they cannot make that claim.  If they look at it as one conversation they must deal with verses 3 and 5.  Jesus, not John, not Paul, not Peter, Jesus declares as emphatically as any declaration in scripture that to enter into the Kingdom of God you MUST be born again.  A simple statement of belief in Christ is not enough.  

Well then, what about that most beloved of verses, John 3:16.  Let me ask what so many are thinking, is there a contradiction in this passage?  Can we reconcile the statement of Christ that you must be borne again with the implication of John 3:16 that a statement of belief is enough?    There is no contradiction.

Here is the second observation.  John 3:16 does not guarantee salvation based on a statement of belief.  The Bible says you should not perish, true.  But it does not say you would not or will not perish simply because you declare your belief in Christ.  Certainly if you believe that;

· Christ was God manifested in the flesh.  (1 Timothy 3:16)

· You are a sinner in need of salvation. (Romans 3:23, Romans 5:12, I John 1:8) 

· That only the blood of a perfect sacrifice could cleanse you of those sins.  (Hebrews 9:23)

· Christ was that sacrifice.  (Revelation13:8, Romans 5) 

· The sacrifice of Calvary, where the sacrifice was made, where the blood was spilled, was for you.  (John 3:16) 

I could go on adding layer upon layer, but suffice it to say that if you believe these things you should not perish, you should not be lost.  I could not agree more.  It is ludicrous to think that a person is going to believe all of that and still be lost. But it is possible that a person could believe those things and not be saved. 

People believe all kinds of things without changing their life.  There are people that believe all kinds of things without changing their behavior.  There are people who believe that they should not smoke, that it is bad for their health, who will die as a result of their habit.    Your statement of belief is not a guarantee of salvation.  You must be borne again!  But do not dismay my friend, this is not a hard thing.  Let me expand this a little bit and tell you that not only must you be borne again, you CAN be borne again.   The statement of John 3:16 is not that you will not perish but that you should not perish.  You should not be lost.   It is entirely possible that you will be, but you should not be!

Let me just give you some reasons why you should not be lost. Let me first of all borrow from this conversation with Nicodemus and we will proceed from there.

Because Of What You Know
After Christ has told Nicodemus that he must be borne again, Nicodemus becomes very confused.  Trying to wrap his mind around what Christ has said.  Jesus speaks to Nicodemus with a little bit of incredulity and asks him in verse 10 “Art thou a master of the Jews, and knowest not these things?”  Apparently Christ believed that any one who understood and had extensive knowledge of Jewish history should not have had a problem understanding what He was talking about when He said that a person must be borne of water and of spirit. Somewhere in the faith and history of that people was the understanding needed to decipher what He was talking about.  He was saying Nicodemus, because of what you already know you should not be lost, you should not perish.  Because of the knowledge in your little cranium you should not perish.

Let me tell every person that has heard my simple explanation of the Gospel this evening, you are judged by your own knowledge.  Because you know of a God that loves, and blood that was shed for you, you should not be lost.  You do not need to know anymore than what you have heard here tonight, 

Somewhere in what Nicodemus knew of His own people there was the basis to understand what Christ was talking about.  Baptism, or being borne of the water is just one example of why Christ was a bit incredulous.  

· Borne Again Of The Water

· Your people went into the Red Sea with what they were trying to leave behind about to swallow them and emerged with no past to haunt them anymore.

-Ananias to Saul in Acts 22:16 And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.'

DO YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU?

· Your people went into the Jordan after wandering without hope, a nomadic people, slaves, vagabonds, and emerged on the other side a mighty nation possessing a promised land.  

· Romans 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized

     into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are  

     buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was  

     raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 

     also should walk in newness of life.

DO YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU?
What do you mean Nicodemus when you say you don’t understand what I am talking about when I say to be borne again of the water?  The history of your people should tell you what water baptism is all about.  Those events were types and shadows of what was to come. 

I Peter 3: 18  For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19  through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison  20  who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21  and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

Baptism is more than a public declaration of faith, it is part of your salvation!

While I am on the subject let me tell you a few other things about baptism.  

· According to Acts 2:38 it is for the remission of sins.  We know what commission means.  We know what it is to commit something.  To remit is the exact opposite.

· The only way sins could be remitted was by the shedding of blood.  Hebrews 9:22  Peter preached in Acts 2:38 that we should “Repent, and be baptized, every one of you in the Name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”  Hebrews 9:22 –Remission of sins by blood.  Acts 2:38 Remission of sins by baptism.  There is a direct link between the cleansing blood of Christ and baptism.  It is in baptism in the name of Jesus Christ that you appropriate the blood of Christ that was shed for you.   That’s why you need to go beyond saying I believe, and if could quote Ananias from Acts 22:16 “Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the Name of the Lord”!  

· There is no mystical property in the water in the tank.   I am not sure why God chose this method.  But the real power is the same power that healed the blind man, and healed Naaman.  Obedience.  The most powerful evidence of belief is not a statement it is obedience. 

· Not only do you get the blood by baptism. But you also get the family name by baptism.  The instruction to Peter was to be baptized in the Name of Jesus Christ.  Ananias told Paul to be baptized calling on the name of the Lord.  This was how the Apostles baptized.  Nicodemus should have had no trouble understanding this.  Because of what he knew.  The Jewish custom of circumcision was performed on the eighth day of a boy’s life.  They were not named until the circumcision was performed.  Nicodemus, art thou a master of the Jews and knowest not these things?  Circumcision was God’s identifying mark on His people.  According Collosians 2 and numerous other verses the New Testament circumcision is baptism.  You get the name when you get circumcised, you get the name when you get baptized!

Now that you know all of this you should not be lost!
