Conduct In Captivity
Jeremiah 29:4 Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; 6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished.  
31: 4 Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry. 5 Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall eat them as common things. 6 For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our God.
The Vietnam conflict saw thousands of American servicemen held as POW’s during the course of the conflict in the late 60’s early 70’s.   As in any armed conflict between nations where prisoners are taken and held there are countless stories of horrifying abuse of prisoners.  But one of the more troubling aspects of the POW situation are the numerous stories of prisoners being held long after the conflict was concluded.  Search and rescue missions for prisoners were conducted long after then end of the war.  
Army Special Forces Capt. Floyd "Jim" Thompson was held prisoner of war longer than any other POW in American history, suffering nine years of brutal torture and deprivation in jungle cages and cold prison cells.  
Among the sadder aspects of the stories that emerged from the POW rescue operations were the stories of prisoners who were rescued but were so scarred by their captivity that they could never function when brought back to their home.  The world had moved on and left them behind, the pain of their captivity gripped never relinquished its vice like hold on them.  As a body of knowledge and the stories were compiled it became evident that a major factor in how a former POW was able to address himself to life after captivity was how he spent his time in captivity.   It was while still held prisoner that some of these men postured themselves for a life freedom.   
It is to this truth that God, through the prophet Jeremiah, addresses the nation of Israel in our text.   They had been taken captive by the Babylonian Empire, and by the prophet had already told them that they were going to be held captive for 70 years.   God speaks to them, and it is from this word that I address you today, He said, “I want to talk to you about your conduct while in captivity.”

Now less I be misunderstood, le me clarify…   You are going to be delivered.   Where you are is not the end, where you are is not the end of your story.   You will not always be captive there.  
31: 4 Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry. 5 Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall eat them as common things. 6 For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our God.
You will be delivered.
Life will be good again.

There is going to be joy and rejoicing.
There is going to be fruitfulness.

You will once again, be where you want to be in God. <vs 6>
But there are 70 years between NOW and THEN, and you need to decide how you are going to conduct yourself during that 70 years.  

The first key to surviving the captivity is understanding it is not forever…

It is a season…

It is for a while…

It is for a time…

Weeping may endure for a night…but morning comes and with it…

This is why God sent a prophet to tell them, this is for 70 years; to keep them from despair.   But like all knowledge, that only helps you if you do the right thing with it.    God said, now that you know it is not forever here is what you need to do…
Plant a garden…
Build a house…

Have kids….
Marry those kids off...

Have grandkids…
Why?  

There is a key phrase in vs 6  of our text that tells you exactly why you need to grow through your captivity…

That ye may be increased there, and not diminished.  
Captivity is designed to break you down, it is designed to destroy your will, it is designed to crush you, it is purposed to make you despair, it is purposed to persuade you to quit on life, and surrender.   Captivity is meant to diminish you.  But God said if you conduct yourself right during your captivity, not only will you NOT be diminished, you can increase.   
You can come out the other side stronger than you went in. 

You can come out richer than you started.

You can go in empty and come out full.  

Here for review are the facts thus far…

· You will go through some stuff in life.  You will suffer at times.  You will spend your time captive to circumstances, afflictions, trials, and attacks.  

· That captivity is designed to diminish you. 

· You will be delivered.  God is faithful.   God has no intention of letting you stay there forever.  There is a purpose of God for you, and it is to deliver and bless you. 

· Jeremiah 29: 10 This is what the Lord says: "When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  You know what God’s plans are, He has told you over and over.  What are you going to do?
· What you do during that captivity determines whether you will come out the other side, weaker or stronger, better or worse, richer or poorer, more doubting or more faithful, bitter or grateful,  diminished or increased.   You know what God’s plans are, He has told you over and over.  What are you going to do?

Let me sum it up for you this way;

Your conduct in captivity determines the degree of your deliverance.  
He is going to deliver, it is not forever, that is not in question, the only question is this; are you going to increase or diminish?

I come to tell someone, quit trying to just survive.  Quit trying to just hang on and wait it out.   You are going to be where you are for a while and without an determined action on your part that captivity will diminish you.  I run the risk of being misunderstood and misinterpreted.    Some may think I am telling you to just accept your circumstances and settle in and live with your pain and frustration.  Quiet to the contrary.  

I am telling you if you are stranded in a desert, plant a garden.   If where you are looks barren and dead, grow fruit and vines and eat of it.  If you find yourself unsheltered from the vicious storms of life, build a house.   Do not put your life on pause until deliverance comes, but determine that when  your deliverance comes you are coming out with MORE than you went in. 
Your conduct in captivity determines the degree of your deliverance.  
Some did not heed God’s admonition.  The Bible says they hung their harp on the willows and said, we cannot sing the Lord’s song in a strange land.  But the Bible also talks about…

· Three Hebrew boys who just would not bow…

· A prophet that opened his windows to pray…

· A preacher who decided to have church while hanging in manacles in his prison cell.  

Some of you have planned to worship when your deliverance comes.  I am telling you to pull that harp down and learn to worship God right where you are.   Your song after deliverance is going to be a lot sweeter if you spend that time in captivity in praise instead of lament.  

This was the word to the church in Ephesus.

Revelation 2: 10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
You are going to be taken, you will suffer, but be faithful in that captivity and I am going to give you a crown of life.  

This was the word to the church in Pergamos.

Revelation 2:12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; 13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. 17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.
You are living with the devil.   They are killing your brethren.  And you hold fast my name, you have not denied my faith.   If you can keep doing that,  If you can stay faithful, if you can hold fast, you will increase and not diminish.  You will come out with more than you went in.  

Israel went into Egypt a small family, and emerged a great nation.  They were captive for four hundred years.   But when they marched out of Ramses there were over a million fighting men, and the Bible says there was not one sick among them, they carried with them the wealth of Egypt and powerful nations shook with fear of them.  

Your conduct in captivity determines the degree of your deliverance.  
Isaiah 54: 7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee. 8 In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer. 9 For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.
What you are in, as rough as it is, is not comparable to what I am going to do for you.  

I Peter 1: 6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:
Right now you are going through it, for a season, and it is heavy and rough.  But go through it with praise, go through it glorifying Jesus.  You can come through it, even though you really cant see God in all of it, you can come through it rejoicing with joy, unspeakable, and full of Glory.  And if you do your faith will be more precious than gold.  

I Peter 5: 10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
James 1: 2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
Acts 14: 22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.
Psalm 126:  Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south. 5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.
Ephesians 6: 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh F18 and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:
· Be Strong…

· Stand…

Until you do that none of the armor will work.
