1st Century Church 21st Century World
The concept for the sermon series is as follows.

The 1st century church, the very 1st church, can be read about in the book of Acts in the Bible.  That church had some very distinct identifying markers.

· Birthed of the Spirit.  (DID NOT LEAVE JERUSALEM UNTIL…)

· It was multicultural.

· It experienced the supernatural.  (Healing, deliverance, Spirit of God manifested as fire….etc…)

· It was not confined to a building, but the church was lived out in the community, on the streets.

· It was very much a community. 

· It was founded on the teaching of the first apostles of the church.  Doctrine was big.

There are some 1st century churches around today, but they don’t seem to be able to connect to the 21st century world.  

They 21st century world is unlike anything the American church has experienced. 

· People live with the perpetual threat of danger. 

· Families are more scattered than ever. 

· Technology plays an overwhelming role in our lives. 

· There exists a ravenous hunger for the spiritual. 

· There exists an enormous mistrust of religion. 

· America is a mission field in every sense of the word.   We are a non-Christian nation.  Every nation in the world can be found in every suburb. 

There are some churches that connect VERY well with the 21st century, but they do not have the identifying markers of the 1st century, Book of Acts church.  

God has called us to raise up a 1st century church that can connect with  a 21st century world.  

The Goal(s) Of The Sermon Series

The idea here is to do more than simply affect a change in how the members of our church live their lives and develop spiritually.  This sermon series is about the cultural formation in the church; shaping the culture of the church.
· The goal is to see the spirit, fervor, purpose and sense of identity of the first church develop in the church of today. 

· The goal is to give the church knowledge of the cultural context that they live and minister in. 

· The goal is to educate the church as to how the 1st century church identity can impact the 21st century culture.  
· The goal is to give the church (i.e. the members) an easily comprehended identity.  We are a 1st century church (with full understanding of what kind of church that is) connecting with a 21st century world (with a full understanding of the things we must do to make that connection)

Some writing of Rafael Erwin McManus may prove helpful here. 

Culture is generally about how people socialize, how we group together, or more accurately, what holds us together.  When we try to understand a culture, we often turn to beliefs, practices, and values.   Cultures express themselves in as wide a range of things as view of the world to style of music.  From this vantage point, religion and dance, philosophy and art are natural and illuminating expressions of culture.   But similar to the way nature has been replaced by technology, culture has been replaced by change.  To speak of culture we must move from talking about who we are to who we are becoming.  
The classic view of culture as more commonly understood is no longer an effective structure with which to consider the challenge the church faces.  Certainly the view of culture as static, unchanging, or even permanent is inadequate and perhaps invalid.  Have you ever stood on a rock in the middle of a river, hearing, seeing, and feeling the power of water rushing all around you?  Imagine deciding to take a bucket and dip it quickly into the river to fill it not with water, but with the rapid itself.  You would have ad endless stream of rushing water from which to draw.  Yet every time you would attempt to capture this amazing dynamic, no matter how quickly you dipped or how determined you were, when you looked inside your container, all you would find is still water.  Your failure would be maddening, and all who observed your efforts would consider you mad.  

Is it any different when we speak of ourselves outside the culture or of the church apart from the culture?  Is it possible that what we are attempting to capture is the river’s movement but what we actually gather is just still water?  In generations past the river moved slowly.  What we saw in our bucket looked a lot like what we found in the river.  But though they were similar, they were never really the same.  The rapid pace of cultural change, the new fluidity in which we live, the emergence of new strains and endless variations of human understanding make the distinction between the church and the culture difficult to ignore.  

Our inability to distinguish between the water in the bucket and the rapid is perhaps one reason we are so often inept at impacting the culture we seek to engage.  Whenever the church assumes the role of an institution committed to protecting it’s constituency from the emerging culture, we reduce our impact to a drop in the bucket.  It is tragic enough when the church relinquishes its place at the dangerous edge of the rapids for the safety of the bucket.  It is even more perplexing when the structures of the church actually become the buckets justifying isolation from the river.  The church is not intended to be a bucket, saving the water from the rapids.  Neither is the church intended to be the water settled in the bucket.  The church is intended to always be an intricate part of the river and to be at her best in the midst of white waters.  The water will not drown regardless of how tumultuous the rapids become.  
As safe as the still waters may appear to be, however, we must never forget that water left in the bucket will become stale, stagnant and bitter.  Church growth must go beyond filling up our buckets and then getting bigger buckets so we can save more water.  The reality is that once we leave the river, what we gain in stability we lose in movement.  Separation intended for our sanctification secures our isolation.  We must resist becoming the buckets and instead remain in the river. 
This sermon series, is about plunging church into the rushing river of the culture around us, Knowing that since the identity of the church is so crystallized it will not be washed away in the rapids, but will instead give the culture something to grab onto, and anchor to. 

Implementation
· Signs and banners on display mid-December.
· Two mail outs, in the last two weeks of December, promoting the sermon series. Postcards with the art work, and launch date of sermon series. 

· Email blast last week of December.  

· Begin sermon series first week of January. 

Although there is a LOT of material to cover I want to try and keep the series at 6 weeks.   Then two or three more times in the calendar year I plan on taking a Sunday to recast the vision.  

Sermon Series
First Sermon:  God’s First Church

Purpose of Sermon: To teach the church what kind of church God wants. And why that church is the church to impact the 21st century. 

God’s first creation is always His perfect ideal.  God’s first creation is always what God wants.  Any time that ideal is perverted or distorted God sets about to restore His first creation.  To understand what God wants all you have to do is look at His first creation. 

Adam- Totally unlike us.  Genetically perfect.  Immortal.  Vastly superior intellect.  Ability to openly commune with God.  This is what God intended mankind to be.  This is what God is restoring mankind to.  First man Adam, last man Adam.  The resurrected, glorified man, Jesus Christ is what Adam was before the Fall.  What we shall be, is what Adam was in the beginning. 
Earth – The newly created earth had none of the post-fall dangers and hard ships.  There were no predators.  The planet was not a violent and chaotic place.  No tsunamis, no hurricanes, no earthquakes.  The restored earth will be what God created in the beginning.  The lion will lie down with the lamb.  
God’s first creation is always His most desired creation.  It is always what He wants.  

To know what God wants in a church, all we have to do is look at the first church that the Spirit of God gave birth to.

This is the church of the Book of Acts.  We will be the church that God wants when we are that church. 
There is a misguided mindset that claims that that church has no relevance in the world today.  In response to that:

· We are salt, we are to affect the world, not simply be relevant. 

· That church is relevant.  Compare the culture of today with the 1st church.  Perfect symmetry.  

The perfect antidote for an increasingly secular world is a Spirit birthed church. 
The answer to modern racial divide is a multicultural church

The perfect response to a world that has become more and more isolated and divided, by race, tribe, politics, & all the other facets of modern life that are dividing us, is a church that is not isolated behind temple walls, but brings its life and the Spirit of God into the very context of peoples every day life.  

For every challenge of post-modern life the Book of Acts church offers a perfect foil.  
Just as the God image in Adam was eroded…

Just as earth is not as it was created…

The flame of the first century church has cooled, the purity been polluted,…

God is inviting us, challenging us, to see the re-birth of the 1st century church, and watch it impact the 21st century.

Sermons Two & Three: Features Of The First Church

Purpose Of Sermons: To show the distinctive marks of the 1st century church, and how to see them in the church today. 

· Birthed of the Spirit.  (DID NOT LEAVE JERUSALEM UNTIL…)

· Ethnically diverse.  (Diversity does not stop with ethnicity.  Age and economic diversity have to be part of the church as well.  (Widows, all things common) 

· Experienced the supernatural.  (Healing, deliverance, Spirit of God manifested as fire….etc…)

· Not confined to a building, but the church was lived out in the community, on the streets.

· Very much a community.  (Care of widows, all things common, meeting from house to house, breaking bread together.)
· Founded on the teaching of the first apostles of the church.  Doctrine was big.

It is time for the modern church to die so that the 1st church, can be resurrected.  It is time to pray the prayer at the pillar.  

Samson, once powerful and mighty, once feared, had been reduced to entertainment for the Philistines.  They made the shambling giant grind like a beast, and then dance for their amusement.  In the former feared one is an image of the modern church. 

Stripped of vision. Blind.

Chained to endless futile repetition.  Grinding at the wheel. 

Debased from former glory.  In his full strength Samson would have NEVER tolerated what He now tolerates. 

Serving as entertainment for the masses.  (TBN, current Christianity)

He prays the prayer at the pillar. 

Restore my strength.  (Make me what I once was)

Let me die. (I have lived my whole life for me, now I am ready to die for something greater) 

Exerts all of his strength.  (Marriage of prayer and our effort.  It is yet to be seen what a church fully focused and committed can accomplish.  What if we pour EVERY resource we can get into the purpose of the Kingdom, not trying to save our own life in the process.  God does not call us to die, but He does call us to lay down our life.  And there is a difference…) 
Sermon Four: The Message From The World To The Church
Purpose of Sermon:  To teach the church that before the world will hear our message we must hear what the world is saying.  It will embolden us, empower us, and teach us the language we must speak in to connect the world with God. 

In their day the children of the world are wiser than the children of light. 
There are things that the world understands that the church would be wise to pay heed to.   For thousands of years we have been making every effort to get the world to hear what we are saying, to hear our message, when maybe, the church could learn something if it would listen to what the world is saying to the church. 

Rahab – Tells the spies, for forty years we have been in terror of you.  The whole time you were wandering lost in the wilderness we knew your God was more powerful than ours.   While you were in terror of us we were in terror of your God.  The world knows the power of our God in ways we don’t even acknowledge. 
Gideon- Listening at the tent of the enemy.  Hears the dream of the enemy, of a tiny barley cake that flattened the tents of Midia.  The enemy knew that the sword of Gideon was more powerful than the army of Midia.  

The world is reaching an understanding that all efforts are failing for them.  Every pursuit of happiness leaves them empty.  All grasping for peace is futile. Technology has not delivered it’s promise.  Therapy is a joke.  There is no faith in government.  Education is a political tool and all understand it to be so.  If there is any hope, the world is understanding that it is in God, even if they do not know how to define that God.  
Ever cry from the world, as they see and acknowledge their most trusted institutions, government, education, technology, and science, are failing them is a message to the church that they are ready to hear our message.  

The challenge is to speak it to them in a language they can understand.  This is why we must be a 1st century church.

In the book of Acts the diverse crowd heard them “declaring the works of God and glorifying God”   each in his own tongue.   A church alive with the Spirit, full of the Spirit is going to be able to speak to the world in a language it understands, but before we can speak to them, we have to comprehend what they are saying to us.  

