Experience Before Explanation

Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good…

God is a discovery, not an invention.   God was before man knew of Him, before man formulated a theology.   I will take it a step further.  Man knew God before he expressed that knowledge in theology.   Experience always precedes explanation.  

There is no body of scientific knowledge that happened prior to someone experiencing the object of their study. 
Someone, at sometime in the far distant past, had a great admiration and affection for the flora where they lived.   They loved the flowers, admired them, compared them, studied and sketched them.  Out of that person experiencing the fragrance of crushed petals, the beauty of velvet leaves, came a disciplined study.   But flowers preceded the science of botany.  Not only that, but, the experience of flora preceded botany.  

You can look at rocks.   You can see that one was acted on by fire and call it igneous or plutonic; other rocks appear to have been formed by the action of water, and you classify them accordingly.  There you have the elements of geology, but did you see geology written across the rocks?   Did you see botany written across the flowers?  

In every case, the science, the explanation, follows the experience, does not antedate the experience.  Life is lived, is studied in its various phases, and you have biology, a science of life.  But the life precedes the science.  

Experiences precedes the explanation, and any attempt to the contrary does a disservice and does not adequately communicate all that should be, could be, in the experience. 
The word “see” in our text comes from the Hebrew word raw’ah and in this passage does not speak to ocular capacity.  It has little to do with your eyes.   It means to discover, or learn about.   I told you God is not an invention, God is a discovery.  How do you discover God?   

Taste!   Experience God.  That experience will always precede the explanation.  You are not going to learn and discover enough about God to make you taste, rather when you taste you will learn and discover.  There is a direct corollary between what you experience of God and what you know about God.  But experience always precedes knowledge.   
OH TASTE then you will SEE, YOU WILL DISCOVER, YOU WILL LEARN….

But you have to taste first.  

Too many wish that they KNEW FOR SURE that God is good.
Too many wish that they KNEW FOR SURE that God is merciful.

Too many wish that they KNEW FOR SURE that God can answer.
Tmwtt  KNEW FOR SURE that God is real & interested in them.

Tmwtt  KNEW FOR SURE that a relationship with God is possible. 

The way you are going to know for sure is TASTE then you will SEE. 

But they want to reduce the quest to science, to understand the mechanics of it all first.  They want to learn and understand and if they learn and understand enough then and only then will they…taste… but that is not how it works.  Taste & then you will See!

The Preeminence Of Experience 

I have read a lot of books about mountaineering,  but have never felt what a climber feels summiting Anapurna, K12, or Everest.  No matter how much I read and study, I will never know what that climber knows unless I summit that mountain for myself.  

Nicolas rode his first big time roller coaster last year.  I tried to prepare him, I told him all about free fall, gravity, g force, but nothing I educated him with came close to the experience of that first big drop. 

I make my living with words, it is through the medium of words that I draw people into eternal life.  Words are powerful things.  But I cannot adequately, with words make you taste ceviche prepared fresh on the beach of Costa Rica.  I cannot with words make you hear a trumpet note played by Maynard Ferguson.  I cannot with words make you see the sunset from Waikiki.   You will not fully understand ANY of those things until you experience them for yourself.  
In a quest to know God, at some point you are going to have to move beyond analysis, move past inspection, step beyond theorizing, cease with data gathering, and TASTE THEN YOU WILL SEE….

We live in the information age.  A wealth of knowledge is at your finger tips.  Most products are completely researched long before they are purchased.  There are not many surprises these days.   I never see a movie without reading the reviews.  I make no purchase on a whim, I get all of the data, all of the feedback first.  I know exactly what I am getting before I get it.  That is great for movies and consumer goods.  But the more significant a thing is, the less effective research is going to be at telling you the whole story.  Most of the time it is not even going to be close.  Can I fly in the face of the practice and belief of my age and tell you that when it counts the most, you cannot beat an experience.  We live in the age of the primacy of information, but I preach to you the preeminence of experience.  YOU NEED TO TASTE.   
We substitute information for experience in too many arenas of life.

We watch sports, but do not play them.

We watch the travel channel but never go anywhere. 

We watch the cooking channel while eating take out. 

We engage in virtual worlds, piling up “friends” by the hundreds in virtual communities built of bytes and never engage in community in the world we breathe, eat, and walk in.  

We know so much and do so little. 

And we bring that same approach into our spiritual life.  We read, study, listen, and are frustrated because we cannot see…  When we have never….simply…tasted.   

Until You Taste
II Timothy 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: 7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
Why do they never come to knowledge of truth?   Because they are coming at it backwards, learning, learning, learning, thinking they will learn enough at some point, but never tasting…
What is it they never come to?  Truth.   Do you know why?  The pursuit of truth is not intellectual.   Truth is a person.  <John 14:6>   Therefore the pursuit of truth is not intellectual, it is relational.  And until you come into real relationship with Jesus you are never going to come to Truth.   You will learn and learn and be powerless.   

What comes first?  Tasting or discovering?  Tasting or seeing?  Let me give you another one. 
Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
There are some amazing promises here.  God is going to give you rest.   You will learn about Jesus.  You will find rest for your soul.  Awesome huh?   What comes first, learning about Jesus or coming to Jesus.  

Taste and see, come and learn.  But we want to turn it around.  If I learn enough then I will come.  Doesn’t work that way.  

John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.
I am tired of giving a sales pitch every time I preach.  I am tired of debating your doubts every time I take to a pulpit.  You want to be persuaded by logic, scripture, anecdote, and rhetoric to/that…

Trust God for your situation.
Have faith in God for finances, health, marriage, kids, and eternal destiny. 
Worship unto God makes sense and you ought to do it. 
That it is rationale and right to serve the living God. 

Pray and pursue relationship with God.  

People basically want a consumer report on God.   Well I don’t come to persuade you today.  I don’t come to sell you.  

Taste and then you will see. 

Come and then you will learn.  

You will learn more about God in 5 seconds in His presence than I could tell you in a LIFETIME of preaching.   <this is why we come to this altar and pray>

How many Bible studies have you heard on, mercy / grace / healing / deliverance / provision / worship / prayer / forgiveness / etc and we still struggle UNTIL we come and learn, taste and see…

Yeah but I don’t understand.  Yeah well there are things in God you will never understand.  Mystery is Gods allurement on along the path of knowledge; it is His challenge to a hungry soul.  

I am not discounting the importance of scripture.   But I am telling you that at some point a pursuit of faith has to move beyond intellectual curiosity and step into the realm of faith.  And when it does, when you truly come, when you finally taste, a lot of doubt will dissipate.  Arguing becomes pointless.   You can argue theology all day long, but you cannot argue with what I have tasted.  

In the ninth chapter of John Jesus healed a blind man.   What follows is one of the most comical things in all scripture.  The Jewish authorities wanted to disprove that this healing had occurred.   
John 9: 18 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and received his sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his sight. 19 And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how then doth he now see? 20 His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind: 21 But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself. <We are not sure he is your son.  We are not sure he was ever blind. Argue argue argue>24 Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man <Jesus>  is a sinner. 25 He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. <I cannot argue theology with you, all I can tell you is what I tasted.>  26 Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how opened he thine eyes? 27 He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples? 28 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples. 29 We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is. 30 The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes.
<We have something in common here, neither of us really know HOW He did what He did, but one thing I do know, HE FOR SURE DID IT>  
You are looking for an explanation of HOW, explain the mechanics of grace, redemption, deity to me.   You just need to let Him do what He does.   

Manifestation Not Explanation
God wants to manifest, show, reveal, allow you to see, Him.  But that manifestation does not always explain all the mystery that is in God.  

I Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: <I am not going to argue that it is mysterious, awesome, amazing, beyond our knowledge>  God was manifest in the flesh, <We beheld His glory as of the only begotten of the Father>   justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 
God will manifest His glory to you, but that manifestation does not always bring with it an explanation of all He is, and all He does, and why He does it.   Some of us need to become like that formerly blind guy and decide I would rather see than argue theology.   I don’t need to know how He does it, I just need Him to do it.  

I Corinthians 2: 1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 
If all you have is intellectual faith, someone with a bigger intellect is going to shatter it.  You need to taste and see, come and learn.  

Until you do it is all theory and nothing happens.  

I want to see how good God is…TASTE!

I want to learn of Jesus…COME!

John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 
I want the power God offers.  RECEIVE HIM.

Acts 2:38 Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
The Red Sea never parted until someone got their feet wet. 

Until Peter was willing to throw a leg over the boat and step into waves walking on water was just a theory.

I want to know God’s provision.  Put yourself in a position for Him to provide. 

I want God to give me direction.  

Proverbs 3: 5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.
John 3 – The wind blows where it listeth, you don’t know where it comes or goes, but that has not stopped you from harnessing its power.   So is everyone that is born of the spirit.   Jesus was telling Nicodemus, it is not unreasonable that I would ask you to receive and use a power you don’t necessarily understand.  Men have done it since the beginning of time. 
I Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
You are blessed by your creator with five senses.  And they are, in the order of increasing intimacy.

1. Sight

2. Hearing
3. Smelling
4. Touch
5. Taste.
You can see something miles away.  With the ocular aids you can see across time. 

Your hearing does not extend as far, but you can hear over vast distances.  (Distant thunder)

You must draw closer to smell something.  But if the smell is strong enough you can smell across a room.

To touch you must be within arms reach.  

But taste is the most intimate of your senses because the only way you can taste something is to actually take it into your self. 

In God the order is reversed, and it is not until you taste that you will really hear and see.
