The Legacy Of ½ Built Towers
Luke 14:25 And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, 26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? 29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.
This text gives us a different glimpse of Christ that what has been the popular concept of Him.   We are accustomed to an idea of Christ as a desperate Savior, trying, begging, pleading, cajoling people into following Him.  Desperate to get someone, anyone, to follow Him.  This passage kind of turns that thinking upside down.  And this passage is consistent with Scripture.  If you read the Gospels this is the consistent image of Christ that emerges.  He turns to the multitude…  Vast throngs of people and if you read this text you can only draw one conclusion, He is trying to thin the herd a little bit.  

<Verse 26, 27>

Doesn’t sound like a guy trying to win a popularity contest.  That is pretty far removed from so much of what is passed off as “the Gospel” these days.  That is a far cry from the desperate accommodation of religion that is afraid to ask for a commitment.  That is pretty harsh stuff.   He said “If you do not hate your father, mother, brother, sister, your own life, GET OUT!”  
And then, after this harsh confrontation, He gives them this to think about.  Which of you….intending to build a tower….  He never questioned their intent.  I know you meant well.  I know when you started this thing your intentions were absolutely the best, but before you start you better make sure you have what it takes to finish.   Because if you do not half way through the process you are going to quit and you will be left with something you cannot get rid of, a half built tower, and it will stand as a monument to your failure, it will stand as a reminder of what you could not finish, it will bear witness to your weakness.  So COUNT THE COST.  

You have no idea how tough it can get….
You don’t really understand how much it can cost to follow me…

You don’t really have a concept of what may be asked of you…
It cost more than you think it is going to cost..

It is harder than you think it is…
SO COUNT THE COST BEFORE YOU COMMIT.  If you start to follow me and some where in your journey you stop you will leave a half built tower that you cannot bulldoze out of your life.  
I grew up in a third world country.  People who criticize the governing of the U.S.A. need to spend some time in other places to really appreciate what they have here.  In many third world countries governments change with more frequency than the weather.   Every time a new government comes into power they will launch huge building projects, housing projects, hospitals, universities, and such to prove their power and intent to the populace.   But about the time they get half way done with the project they are swept out of power by revolution or military coup and the new regime brings the work to a halt. The new powers then start their own projects.  Like archeological strata you can see the succession of failed governments by their failed buildings.  What was meant to be a monument to power and accomplishment becomes a silent symbol of impotence and failure.  This is what Christ is warning them against.  “I don’t want the landscape of your life littered with monuments to your inability to see it through to the end.”  “I don’t want you to leave a legacy in life of half built towers.”    
I am all about people attempting and trying to do things in life.  No one is a champion of taking a leap to destiny than me.  But anyone can start anything, people start stuff all the time.  But finishers are RARE.    

Every January my health club is so full of people you cannot stir them with a stick.  By the end of February it is a ghost town. 

I have watched hundred of people join WW.  I can count on my hands the people I know that got to their goal.  Even less are the ones that got there and stayed. 
Everyone in this country is in a mad rush to walk down the aisle and get hitched, but over half of them will not make be together long enough to pay for the new car they bought. 

Youngsters are cranking out kids like they single handedly want to insure the future of the species, but rarer and rarer is the father that will see that kid through to adulthood.  

Churches are seeing more decisions for Christ than ever before and yet the numbers in mainline churches is plummeting.  

We are cluttering up the landscape of our lives and the horizon of our world with half built towers.  And in following Christ it is not really about how you start.  Although that is what we celebrate.  <ELAB>

Matthew 10:22 He that endureth to the end shall be saved.

Jesus said that before you commit to following Him, be completely sure, or you won’t finish, and you will leave this ½ built tower.  Not only will that ½ built tower haunt you, but…verse 29 tells you the other consequence of ½ built towers. 

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,
It is not simply what it does to the landscape of your life, but the reaction that it causes in others that is of concern.  Can I tell you what it does if you start to follow Christ and then stop?  

You leave a monument that gives other people a reason to mock & doubt.  

When David turned from God to pursue adultery with Bathsheba then murdered her husband look at what the prophet told him. 

II Samuel 12:14 By this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme.
If you start and don’t finish you are going to make my job 10 times harder. 

· I am going to have to explain where you are.  I am going to have to explain why you are not here.  
· When I am trying to tell a young person why they should live for God they are going to point to your uncompleted tower and say well, they tried it and apparently it wasn’t all that or they would still be here. 

· When a discouraged saint, weary in their journey comes to me for counsel as I am talking their eyes are going to be on your ½ built tower and it is screaming at them to go ahead and walk away, its ok. 

· All of the rest of us that are still here have to live down your legacy.  

Let me preach to the believers in this house.  You started you need to finish.   You need to finish stronger than you started.  For your own sake and for the sake of everyone that is watching you, DO NOT QUIT.  <Kids…If you cause one of these little ones to stumble...>   God is not real cool with quitters.  

Deuteronomy 23:21 When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee.
Hebrews 10:38 If any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.
Luke 9: 57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. <YOU DON’T KNOW HOW TOUGH FOLLOWING ME CAN BE>  59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. 61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. 62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 
You made a commitment to God now you need to stick with it.  Good times and bad, blessing and bareness, when you are victorious and when you are not.  FINISH.  You made a determination and a decision to follow Christ.  Now you need to make a determination and a decision that there will be no ½ built towers in your life.   
Let me say this, the longer you have been in this walk, the stronger you ought to be walking.  The greatest worshipper, the most ardent witness, the most steadfast prayer warrior, the most loyal, the most reliable, among us ought to be those of us that have been at it the longest.  <I worry more about some of you than I do the new babies among us>   Stick to this thing and see it through until the end.    It is time for commitment to be part of your vocabulary.  You started and now you need to finish.  <I have decided to follow Jesus…>
For those of you thinking about making that commitment, thinking about building a tower that lets the world know you are a Christ follower, let me tell you, it may not be the overnight success you think it is going to be.   As a matter of fact you may fight some battles you never had to fight before. 
Matthew 20:20 Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. 21 And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. 22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?
You have no idea what you are asking for when you ask to be used of God.  Not everyone can do this.  Not everyone is tough enough, committed enough, passionate enough, not every one can handle it.  
Moses – Spent 80 years NOT obeying God, then decides to obey.  <ELAB>  Sometimes things will not get better they will get worse.  But there is going to come a moment when Moses stands before Pharaoh and he will remember the leprosy and the serpent and in power and authority declare, LET MY PEOPLE GO.  But he will never stand there if he quits building the tower at the first sign of adversity.  If you choose to follow Christ, things will get tough.  But you just keep building that tower, you keep putting one foot in front of another, you keep your eyes on the prize.  You don’t quit trying.  
There is a payoff to your perseverance.   There is a reward to your faithfulness.  The problem is too many people quit before they get their.  Instead of a legacy of God’s faithfulness, instead of a legacy of endurance, instead of a legacy of commitment and accomplishment they just leave a legacy of ½ built towers. 
But if you can hang with it…  If you wont quit…  There is a sweetness that comes…  There is a reward for you.  God does not reward accomplishment He rewards faithfulness.  

II Timothy 4: 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth <BECAUSE I DID>  there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
But if you quit…
Yeah, you are going to go through some stuff.  You are going to have some tough times.  I promise you that you will.  But, if you can hang tough through them…

I Peter 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

Some people quit during the suffering and consequently NEVER know what it is for God to make them perfect…etc…  But you keep building.  There is a sweetness coming to your life, a strength in God that you only get by going through some stuff.  <Marriage>

You are never going to know the best part of living for God until you walk with Him for awhile.  
Ecclesiastes 7:8 Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof.

How good was it when you started walking with Him?  If you can hang with it, if you can stick it out, if you wont quit, if you wont stop, it is going to be better at the end.   It was good when it started, imagine what the end is going to be.  It is going to be worth every thing you go through.  It is going to be worth every test and trial.  It is going to be worth all your heart ache.   

Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
But if you don’t stick it out you are never going to know what He could have done with you.   

Zechariah 4:8 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. <You are going to KNOW that God is with you when you see the COMPLETION of the work>  
Are you going to leave a legacy of ½ finished towers or is your life going to be a testimony of what God can do if you will not quit.  There is an undeniable payoff to perseverance, the only question is whether or not you are going to stick around long enough to see it.  
-Pray for me that I go all the way…

