The First Glimpse Of Grace
Genesis 6: 6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

In 2001 Foot & Mouth disease was discovered in the UK.  The first case of the disease to be detected was at Cheale Meats abbatoir in Little Warley, Essex on February 19, 2001. Over the next four days, several more cases were announced in Essex. On February 23 a case was confirmed in Heddon-on-the-Wall, Northumberland, from where the pig in the first case had come; this farm was later confirmed as the source of the outbreak.  On February 24 a case was announced in Highampton in Devon. Later in the week north Wales was affected. By the beginning of March, the disease had spread to Cornwall, southern Scotland and the Lake District where it took a particularly strong hold.  By the time authorities felt like they had the disease under control it had spread to the Continent and had seriously affected the entire economy of Europe.  The disease so affected the UK that it caused the general elections to be postponed for the first time since WWII.  In the end the authorities felt the only way they could halt the progression of the disease was to euthanize then destroy every animal that might possibly be contaminated.  Fires burned continuously for months.  Military snipers were brought in to exterminate any wildlife in the affected area.  Over 7 million head of livestock were slaughtered and burned.  
Since the Fall of Adam the wickedness of humanity had escalated with each generation.  The evil being perpetrated by mankind had grown so vile that God felt He had no choice but to eradicate the vast majority of the human race.   Evidently God saw no way to halt the spread of sin other than exterminating all that were infected.  Which was all, except for one man.   Noah.  God saw something in Noah that was salvageable.  And so to Noah God extends something, something that has not been mentioned up to this point in the history of humanity.  
Genesis 6: 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

This is the first mention of an essential component in the redemption of humanity, not just at the stage of Genesis 6, but for the completed redemption of all mankind.  This is the first glimpse of Grace.  As God prepares to judge and deal with sin He releases into the world this commodity that will eventually play a key role in restoring the relationship between God and man.  Grace.  In the story of Noah is the first glimpse of Grace.  I want to show you the first glimpse of Grace. 
There have been countless attempts, sermons, studies, books, and lessons attempting to explain this component of God’s plan.  As it became increasingly evident how important the working of Grace is in the redemption of humanity the enemy focused on grace and attempted to distort what God intended. 
Jude 1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Satan ordained agents to misconstrue grace, to twist what God intended, to thwart its purpose.  They were and are agents of misinformation.  Much like opposing sides have propagandists to spin their sides agenda to the opposing citizenry, these ungodly men crept into the church to distort grace to that its true intend and purpose would not be seen. The goal is to make grace unrecognizable.  
· And now grace is taught as a license to sin.  
· Grace is trivialized and most people’s understanding it that it is some kind of “get out of jail free” card.  
· I sin and grace gives me a pass.  

· I sin and because of grace God will not judge my sin.  

· Grace is preached as a covering over a life, under it we live in sin and yet when God looks at us all He sees is the covering of grace.  

Since the first glimmering and glimpse of Grace in Genesis 6 there has been a concerted effort to distort grace.   Lets go back to the first showing of Grace to begin to restore the image, to once again see the true colors of Grace. 

Genesis 6:13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. 15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it. 
Grace Is Information To Act On
God tells Noah that He is about to destroy the entirety of humanity.  Water will fall from the sky, and fountains deep in the earth will break open.  The rising waters will eradicate the infected race.  But to Noah God offered the provision of Grace.   

· The provision of grace did not mean rain would not fall on Noah. 

· The provision of grace in no way said that Noah could stand under the deluge and survive. 

· The giving of grace did not mean God would not allow the affects of the flood to touch Noah. 

The rain is going to fall where Noah lives.  The judgment of sin would fall on the house of Noah as well as on all the rest of the earth. 

God is just.  And God is no respecter of persons.  Even though Noah finds favor with God, that is not enough to give Noah a pass on the coming flood.  What does Grace do?  
Noah, it is going to flood where you live but I am going to slip you some grace.  In the first glimpse of grace we see God telling Noah.  A flood is coming.  All of mankind will die.  This flood can take you as well Noah.  But here is grace…

Genesis 6: 14 Make thee an ark…
I will not stop the flood from coming, but I will give you the information you need to escape it.  Whether you choose to use the information is entirely up to you.  Build an ark, these are the specific dimensions, these are the exacting details.  There is nothing left to chance.  And Noah, if you follow these details to exact specificity you are going to live through this judgment.  In the first glimpse of grace…

Grace is information.

The first glimpse of grace is God coming alongside man and slipping him the information he MUST ACT ON if he is going to escape coming judgment.  It is up to the man to act on the information.  The only thing Noah had that no one else had was grace…information to act on. 
In Exodus 11 God announced one final plague against a stubborn Pharaoh, and wicked Egypt.  He told Moses that at midnight the Death Angel would pass through the land and touch the first borne of every house with death.  No one would be spared.  But here comes grace…
Put the blood of a lamb on the door posts of your houses and the death angel will pass over you.  It is now up to you to act on that information.  The only thing the Jewish people in the Land of Goshen had that that the rest of Egypt did not have was…grace….information to act on.  It is now up to them to act on that information.  
Titus 2: 11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;
Grace is not a pass.  Grace does not come to allow you to do whatever you want and still be saved.  Grace comes to teach you what you must do to be saved.  It is God loving you enough to give you the information to act on so you can be saved.  

Acts 20: 32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.
What does it do to you to realize that God loves you so much that He will come alongside you and give you, freely, the information to act on, that can save you, that is able to build you up…

BUT YOU HAVE TO BUILD THE ARK. 

YOU HAVE TO SPLASH THE BLOOD.

YOU HAVE TO ACT ON THE INFORMATION. 

I Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.
I made sure that the grace given to me was not wasted…I laboured, I acted on what was given me.  (What about the guy in the bush that has never heard the gospel?  What about you?)

It is time you act on what you have heard. 

In Acts 2 Peter preached the first Gospel sermon.  He told the gathered people of a crucified & resurrected Christ.  He told them what that meant for them.
Acts 2: 37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.
I am giving you saving information here, now ACT ON IT.

In the first glimpse of grace we see grace as information you can act on to be saved.  You have been given all the information you need, now act on it. 

Grace Happens At The Intersection Of Darkness & Light 
Grace appears as information telling Noah of a coming judgment. 

Grace appears as information telling Noah what to do to escape the judgment. 

Then the flood came.  The waters rose.  Humanity as eradicated save for the souls in the ark.  Months are spent drifting, then the ark settles and they emerge in the cleansed earth.  

Genesis 9: 8 And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying 11 And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. 12 And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: 13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud: 15 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; 
In giving the first glimpse of grace God set a visible reminder of what He had promised to Noah.  

A rainbow is simply light passing through the prism of rain drops.  That prism separates those colors and they are seen in layers arcing down to the earth.   A rainbow happens when light shines through the storm clouds.  There are two essential elements to the forming of a rainbow.   Rain and light.  
In the first glimpse of grace Noah was made to understand that not only is grace information to act on, but grace appears at the intersection our storm and His light.  It will be most visible at the juncture where the darkness of my sin meets the light of his glory.  

If I were perfect and full of light, I would never see grace.  (This is the jeopardy of legalistic perfectionism)  If you see no darkness in you, you will never see the light of God refract and demonstrate the layers and colors of grace in your life.  
I John 1:5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
There will be rain clouds, there will be storms, there will be darkness that invades a heart, invades a mind, invades a spirit.   But when that darkness encounters God’s light the first thing that will be made evident, the first thing that will be seen are the colors of grace. The layers of Grace.  

When the church encounters sin the first thing that needs to be seen is not the church standing up and condemning, there is plenty of time for that.  This first thing that needs to be seen is the token of the covenant.  The colors of grace.  

<POINTS>

You see the colors of grace…

At the intersection of darkness and light.
Where your storm meets His Sweetness.

Where your problem meets His Power.

Romans 5:20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.

You do not see the colors of grace in any encounter with the self righteous Pharisees.  

But let the darkness of a woman taken in the act of adultery encounter light in John 8 and you see the colors of grace. 

John 8: 10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: 

Woman at Jacobs well.
Demoniac of the Gadarenes. 

Ever time you see the darkness of humanity meet the Light of the World you see the colors of Grace refract and shine.   

Grace is information to act on. 

Grace Happens At The Intersection Of Darkness & Light 
