The Fathers Footsteps
God spoke through Moses to Israel while still captive in Egypt…
Exodus 6:8 And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I am the LORD.
Exodus 13:5 And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee, a land flowing with milk and honey, that thou shalt keep this service in this month.
Moses came to people that had been slaves for 400 years.   There was no living Hebrews who had ever been anything but a slave.   The people Moses addressed when he came to Egypt were people who had been borne into slavery, had known nothing but slavery, and many of them had watched parents and peers die in slavery.   To think that they could be more than a slave had to stretch their thinking beyond comprehension.  Imagine that you have never known anything but a task masters whip.  Imagine that you had done nothing but subsist your whole life.  Imagine that the only thing you have ever been able to call your own was the rags you dress in.  And Moses comes promising them that they are going to be a nation, a free people, who possess their own land.   They could scarcely wrap their brain around it.  How is this going to come to pass?  How are we, slaves, impoverished, with no resources, going to be a nation, with our own land?  
And the answer God gave was this…

A half a millennium ago I made a promise to your father…  To Abraham.   And I intend on keeping that promise.  WAY back before the first Hebrew set up house in the land of Goshen.  WAY back before there was any such thing as a Hebrew.  I promised Abraham that I would give a land to his progeny.  And 5/600 years may have gone by, but that legacy of your father, that heritage (possession) still awaits you if you will go claim it.  

I wonder how much unclaimed stuff is awaiting some of us in the vast resource of God.   I wonder what healings, what deliverance, what revival, what blessing, has already been promised and delivered and is just waiting on us...

I can see some bewildered, dusty, beaten down slave looking at Moses with incredulity.  There is an entire land, a prosperous land, waiting for me?   There is milk and honey?  I have never tasted anything but leeks and onions.  There are vineyards that are mine? A house that is mine? My father Abraham left it for me?  What did Abraham do to get this blessing for me?  How did he get an entire land to leave to us? 
Genesis 14:16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.
God told Abraham, you are going to have descendants and if you want to leave this land as a heritage for them, all you have to do is walk through it.   Where your feet hit, where you take a step I will give it to you, and it will be your legacy to your descendants and the heritage of your children.  Abraham, a half a millennia from now there is going to be a million slaves in Egypt, and what they walk into is going to be determined by where you walk in your life time.  
I know this is Fathers Day, and I guess I am preaching to Fathers, but I am also opening up a spiritual principle for every person in this place, your life will leave a legacy, your life will leave an inheritance, your life will leave a heritage, whether you want it to or not.  

There is no question your life will leave a legacy, the only question is what kind.   And it is all determined by where you choose to walk in life.  

Walk the length, Abraham, walk the breadth.  Ever valley you cross will belong to your descendants.  Every stream you walk over will water a vineyard, plains you cross will host cities, hills will be the grazing place for flocks.  Your footsteps are leaving a legacy.   And so are the footsteps of every person in this place.  

No “I” In Them
In the industrialized, Western world we are highly individualistic.  Particularly in America we value rugged individualism.  The “I” reigns supreme.   “Me” is king in most peoples mind.  It is the religion of our age.  We have taught that we have to take care of self, first and foremost.  As a result often we do not see ourselves as connected to the rest of the world.  We do not see our actions having profound affect on other people.  Because, after all, this is my life.  We see ourselves apart, individual, distinct.   But that is a relatively modern and recent worldview.  And not necessarily how God views humanity.   This is why we struggle with some things in the Bible that the Eastern mind has no trouble with.  

Achan disobeyed God and took a few garments and some silver from the sacked city of Jericho.   Achans sin affected the entire nation of Israel, and the next time they went to battle 30,000 men of Israel died.   No one in Israel decried God for being unjust.  They understood that Achan was connected to all of them, and they were all connected to Achan.  And where he walked affected all of them.  When his footsteps lead to disobedience and deception they were all affected by it.  We struggle to understand that, but not them.  When it was found out that Achan had sinned, he and his entire family were put to death in the valley of Achor.  We tend to think of sin as an individual thing, but they understood that where you walk leaves a legacy, leaves an inheritance.   

 Daniel 9:16 O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us. 

Over and over in scripture you see where a mans sin affected his family and his nation.  Because like it or not we are leaving a legacy, we are walking out a heritage.   

The sons of Saul could never get away from the legacy of their father. They all died tragically in battle. 

David’s sons and grandsons never got beyond the shadow of David’s sin.  Absolom rebelled against his father and died in battle.   Solomon had great wealth and wisdom but died embittered, and spent his twilight years kneeling before pagan altars.  Amnon raped his sister Tamar.  
It was said of Abijam, the king of Judah that he “walked in the sins of his father”    I Kings 15:3

What succeeding generations walk into is being determined by where we choose to set our feet today.  
It is not about me.  My life is not just an isolated incident.  All that I am, all that I do, affects all that I am connected to.   We will start to live truly significant lives when we understand it is not about me, but I am walking out a legacy for all who will follow me.   

Why are you climbing that mountain Abraham?   Sons are coming that are going to need this mountain.  Why are you wandering along the banks of that river mile after dusty, lonely, mile?   Daughters will need this water some day.   Why are you out here all alone, walking through these lonely places?  Because some day there will be city courtyards here, resonating with the laughter of children and I am walking out a legacy.  

So be careful where you set your feet Dad.  Be careful where you walk.  You are walking out a heritage.  Its not about you.  It is about all that are coming after you.  

But we don’t have to leave an Achan legacy of sin and death.  Or a Saul legacy of despair.  Or a David heritage of destruction.  We can walk out an Abraham heritage of hope and prosperity.  It was half a millennium later, but weary little former slaves walked into prosperity and peace because of where an old man chose to set his feet.  
By and large, and with some exceptions, what our progeny will  walk into is going to be determined by where you walk in your life time.  

We do not understand time.  We do not understand planting and harvest.  Some of you are living out blessing that was walked out before you ever were conceived.  Some of you are living in land that was conquered long before you got there.  Some of you are eating the fruit of prayers that were prayed before you ever took your first breath.  
II Timothy 1:5  When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.
<Aside: There are too many people wandering out there from church to church and from ministry to ministry, looking for personal blessing, personal revelation, not understanding that the kingdom is not primarily about taking care of you today, but building legacy for all that follow.  I am glad you got blessed today, but who is going to build the house of faith for the generations yet to come? Fruit is the product of being planted and enduring seasons.  If you are going to be fruitful in the kingdom of God it will be because you plant yourself somewhere and endure the seasons. >  

That aged grandmother walked some places spiritually, she claimed some territory that was sincere, and pure, and holy, and righteous.   And her daughter walked in it, her grandson walked in it.  
My faith is not simply the product of my spiritual discipline.  I stand on the shoulders of Lucille Compton, and Lester and Annie Burgess, And Dennis and Patricia Burgess.  Occasionally some people will come and tell me what a blessing the ministry of this church is for their life, you have to understand, I am living in some places that were walked out a long time before I got here.  

Yes, I had to come claim it, but it had been walked out before I got here.  And now I have the privilege of walking out new territory for my sons.  Does that mean they will  never spend time in Egypt?  Not hardly, but when they come out, the land of their fathers will be awaiting them. 

Here is he really awesome news.  

I know it is scary when you look at what the sin of David and Saul did to their kids.  They walked places that left a devastating legacy for their kids.   We have all walked some places we probably wished we had never set our foot.   And, I am sad to say, those places have an affect.  But this is the good news.  

But the legacy of righteousness is far more enduring than the legacy of sin.   

Four times in scripture God tells us that sin can flow down three and four generations.  Exodus 20:5 / 34:7 / Numbers 14:18 / Deuteronomy 5:9 

But 43 times in scripture the Bible says that His mercy endures forever, unto all generations.  The sins of a father may have cast a shadow over your lift, but the mercy of God shines longer, and further than the shadow of sin.  You may have walked some places you wish you had not walked, but the mercy of God will be greater than any legacy of sin.  And you can start today, to walk in…
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Do you understand the legacy we can leave our sons and daughters?   Do you understand the impact we can leave in the world?   We need to start living for tomorrow.   We need to live lives beyond our time.   So that some day God can tap a man on the shoulder and say, come, walk into the land that I promised your father, all he had to do was walk in it, and now it is yours.  The world is going to need the legacy of fathers footsteps. 
