What Will You Do With Yours
 40 years ago Captain Kirk and the crew of the USS Enterprise set out on a mission to explore strange new worlds. To seek out new life and civilizations. To boldly go where no man has gone before.  So begins the legendary Television series, Star Trek. 

76 years ago a real dream was aroused.  American astronomer Clyde Tombaugh is credited with discovering Pluto on Feb. 18, 1930.  Studying a murky map of distant heavens Tombaugh set afoot a fresh dream.  He wanted to reach to furthest point of human observation, past the moon, even past the long obsession of Mars and reach to the outer fringe of our solar system.  As the years passed, though, most astronomers seemed to lose interest in Pluto because of the difficulties in studying it.  Not only did Tombaugh not go, his generation had no way to go.  But their generation passed their acquired advancements to the next generation and theirs to the next unto the day we live in.

We concede we may not be able to attain that to which we aspire but we must leave a legacy for the next generation to build on!  <REPEAT>  We cannot make the generation that is following us slaves to our present, we must make ourselves servants of their future.  

Now we come to a time when technological advancement is indulging humanity with the ability to achieve our wildest dreams.  And now there is a resurgence of interest in Pluto.  The resurgence of interest in Pluto is focused on whether the celestial object, smaller than Earth's moon should be classified as a true planet, a double planet orbiting the sun with what was previously identified as its own moon; or one of the solar system's more primitive building blocks.

In an attempt to unravel the mystery, NASA's camera-laden New Horizons spacecraft thundered off from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida on January, 19 of this year on a $700 million, decade-long journey to Pluto and its moonlike companion Charon. Basically New Horizons is a huge digital camera with a telescope.

It is the fastest aircraft man has ever created.  Traveling at more than 30,000 miles per hour New Horizons will arrived at the moon just 9 hours after liftoff.  In 2007 it will arrive at Jupiter and that planet will be used to create a sling-shot gravity boost that will shave years off flight time. 

It will take 9 years to arrive at Pluto!  For 9 years a program director’s full-time job will be to stay focused on taking that probe 3 billion miles for a 24 hour trip through Pluto’s atmosphere.  Some will celebrate when it passes Jupiter and other far flung planets, but most will never notice, again, until it arrives at Pluto in 2015! 

Most people cannot stay focused for 9 days, or 9 weeks, let alone 9 years.  Why not dare to set a course for a purpose that spans more than surviving your week?  Why not pick something to live for that just MIGHT possibly extend beyond the length of your day?
How do you fly a rocket through space for 9 years?  That is a lot of gas to pack along.  But modern engineering has solved the problem.   The New Horizons Probe is powered by plutonium-generated heat converted into electricity.  This technology will make it possible to power the probe on a 3 billion mile odyssey!  I want you to get this…:
· It will travel for nine years at 30,000 miles an hour.

· It will traverse 3 billion miles. 

· It will thunder further than any man made vehicle ever.

· Plutonium generated heat converted into electricity is driving it. 
<WORK IT>
New Horizons operates on less power than that needed to light two 100-watt bulbs. <WORK IT>
 Some NASA genius said, “I can get you there if you can spare a few cents worth of electricity”  
The same amount of electricity that is used to light up a laundry room can take you through the cosmos.
The same electricity that someone wasted because they were in too big a hurry getting to church and left the lights on can propel you to a vantage point unknown by any other human. 

The same power that spreads a meager pool of light can take you within striking distance of the stars. (Same unit of power) 
Romans 12:3 God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.
What are you going to do with yours?  
You received the same m.o.f. that drove the gospel around the globe.
You received the same m.o.f.  that has broken addictions off of lives.

You received the same m.o.f.  that has built churches that have revolutionized the spiritual atmosphere of their community. 

You possess, right now, the faith of Peter, Paul, and every NT hero of faith. 

You have the same m.o.f.  that Phillip possessed in Samaria. 
What are you going to do with yours?  

There is more than enough current in the light sockets in your garage to light up the bulbs in your hands.  There is enough power flowing there to rocket you to Pluto. 

There is enough faith in you help you deal with some inconsequential difficulty of life, there is enough faith in you to change your world.  

What will you do with the measure that has been given you?  
Do you know what Jesus said is possible with the faith given you?

Matthew 17:20 – One you have it you can move mountains and nothing is impossible. 

Everyone of us got that same measure, what are you going to do with yours?

Same Measure Markers
Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
Acts 2:39 – The promise is for everyone…  We all have access to the same power.   And we know we will receive power when the Holy Ghost comes…   For some of you all it results in is you getting some Holy Ghost goose bumps a few times a year around an altar.  Do you know what is contained within that promise?  You can make that bulb glow a little bit or…
Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
That power can propel your life so far that the only limitations on how far that gift can take you is the limits of the world we inhabit.  Most people do not allow the power of the Holy Ghost to take them out of the orbit their life was in before the power came.  They could be traveling to Pluto, but they are just lighting up a garage. 
What are you going to do with yours? 

Will you spend your life getting by with your measure or moving mountains! You got the same measure as everyone else.  You can light a small space for a little while and burn out and be forgotten, or you can travel to a new dimension.  

What are you going to do with yours?  
Moses had a staff.  The king had a handful of arrows.   Both essentially have  a hunk of wood.   One parts oceans, turns rivers to blood, calls curses from out of heaven, brings the only existent super power to its knees, draws water out of a rock…   The other wins a few victories over his enemies but is ultimately destroyed by them.  
What are you going to do with what God puts in your hands?

<Matthew 20:21>  Make that my two sons sit on thy right and thy left.   Jesus…That is not mine to give…  Everyone gets the same access, some will triumph, many will fade.   
What are you going to do with the open door God puts in front of you?

They saw the same battlefield, they saw the same enemy, they heard the same charge from their king.  While his brothers took their fighting knowledge, their weapons, and their knowledge of God and hid in rocks and caves, David took what he had and faced down the enemy of Gods people.
What are you going to do with the time given you?
It is not what you have to work with; God uses the same raw material in all of us.  It has nothing to do with opportunity.  Any of David’s brothers could have taken the field before he did.  

It is understanding that God has placed the SAME power in me that was in Peter when his passing shadow was healing the sick.  But it is also understanding that God will let me use that anointing to get through my week or change my world.

Ephesians 3:20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,. 

Yielded To?

The father gives equal inheritance to his sons.  One wastes his in riotous living.  The other extends the holdings.  It is not in ability, it is not in experience, it is in how you choose to use what is given to you. So what happens to people?  How come some people never do more than burn in a confined space for a while, and others rocket to destiny…
I have struggled with this for years.   Ministry can start to doubt itself, throw down on itself over the failure of people in a church to ignite and truly do something for God.   The apostle Paul struggled with this thing…
Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, I don’t get it, we heard the same thing….some people exploded…others..nothing.. not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.
Where you go spiritually is really not contingent on the ministry you receive.  
I Corinthians 5: 1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with many of them God was not well pleased.

The Same spiritual resources are available, some get to the promised land, some fall and die choking on the dust of a desert they are never able to leave behind.  Things happen to people to cause them to never achieve their potential in God.  A life that should be a voyage beyond what they ever dreamed of turns into a slow burn to oblivion.  

Eagle Rock.   The wind and rain have slowly over decades and decades gradually and slowly shaped that rock.   There is no intent behind it.  Too many lives resemble the wind and rain shaped rock.  The image of their life is not clearly discernable.   It is nothing more than the result of exposure to whatever wind happens to be blowing today.  It is the product of the subtle attrition of circumstances.
Michelangelos David.  The artist freed what was in the rock.  You will either be passively shaped by the events of your days or you will submit to the Masters touch on your life and you will purpose to stay under His hand until His artistry frees what is resident inside of you.   You are not a music box that is destined to play one refrain over and over. (Get them wound up)  You are a keyboard and you need to allow the Master musician to call out of you the infinity of music that your life can produce.
Other lives do not achieve what they were destined to achieve for another reason.  There is what I just mentioned, the subtle attrition of circumstances, then there is peril of trivial pursuit.   There is a purpose in life that is SO overarching but we get sidetracked by so many meaningless things.  

Saul was God’s anointed and chosen king.  On his head was not only the crown, but the anointing of God.  But in the course of his life he becomes obsessed with chasing down David, and killing him.   David at the time was a grubby outlaw with a pack of rabble that followed him.  Saul spent months in pursuit of David, Saul used the kingdom resources to try and chase him down.  While the enemies of Israel encroached on the borders Saul completely lost focus and his life became consumed with chasing David.  And at one point David poses a question…

I Samuel 24: 14 After whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea.   

You should be sitting on throne but you are out here hungering after a dead dog.   

You should be expanding the borders of a kingdom, instead you are scratching in the dirt after a flea.  

You should be headed to Pluto, but all your doing is lighting up a laundry room. 

You are the king man, you have God’s favor on you.  God chose you for this.   There is a God expectation on your life, but you are chasing fleas!

Do you understand who you are in Christ?
I Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
That is who you are.  That is what you are.  
What are you chasing that has diverted you from the purpose of God?  What flea has so captured your imagination that you have allowed it to become your passion instead of God?  

What dead dog have you developed an appetite for that has now lured you off the throne that was meant for you?  

Do you know what you should be doing?

That ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
But instead we are on flea hunts, trivial pursuit has reduced some of you from what GOD purposed for you.  

To be shaped by anything other that God’s purpose for you is a travesty.

To pursue anything other that God’s plan for you is a tragedy.

You have a measure of faith.  What are you going to do with yours?

You have been given the gift of the Holy Ghost. What are you going to do with it?

You have this moment in time. 

Moments and atoms are remarkably alike.  Both are the smallest measurement, one of time the other of matter.   Both are seemingly infinite.   And because there are so many of them we can let them trickle past us without conscience thought.  But a scientist saw the power in one atom, and said I don’t need millions, I need to seize one, and there is enough power there that I can change the world.  
You have before you…a moment.   What are you going to do with yours?

Jacob….will not let you go…

This is the moment you can quit chasing fleas and dead dogs and turn toward the throne of your destiny. This is the moment you can quit allowing the events of your life to shape you and come to the Eternal Artist and let Him carve out of you what you are destined to be.  This is the moment you can decide to launch…   Everyone of us in this room, have this same moment, what are you going to do with yours?
