What Shines Through When Your Faith Wears Thin?
I Corinthians 13:3 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
It is astounding how much the concept and doctrine of faith is taught in the Bible.  It spans the O an NT and is found in every niche of scripture.   We cannot begin to overestimate the role of faith in following Christ.  We cannot overestimate the role of faith in living for God.   Indeed our journey into God cannot begin without faith.  

Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

And as we progress in our journey we come to understand that it is a journey of faith in a kingdom of faith and it all functions by faith.  

II Corinthians 1:24 – We stand by faith

II Corinthians 5:7 – We walk by faith.

The just shall live by faith.

Galatians 2:16 – Justified by faith.

Galatians 2:20 – Live by faith.

Ephesians 2:8 – Saved by grace through faith

Ephesians 6:16 – Have to have the shield of faith to quench the fiery darts

I John 5: 4 – This faith helps us overcome the world. 

Faith is an absolutely fundamental substance in a relationship with God.  If you do not believe the scriptural evidence thus far, consider this…

Paul declared in I Timothy 1:19 that some who failed to hold fast to faith have, in his words, shipwrecked.  Utter devastation wracked their lives because FAITH slipped from their grasp.  Paul wrote to Timothy that two such men had wound up in the clutches of Satan because faith had slipped from them.  
Jesus told Peter, Satan has desired to sift you, but I have prayed for you that your FAITH fail you not.  Jesus so understood the importance of faith that he told Peter, I am not so concerned whether or not you will fail, I am more concerned about the state of your faith after your failure.  Because if you come through with your faith still intact you will stand again, walk again, live again, quench the next assault of the enemy, over come the world…   If your faith comes through your failure intact all the functions of faith will go to work again in your life.  

This is why the OT writer could declare so authoritatively…

Micah 7: 8 Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light unto me.
Jesus knew, what Micah knew, what I am telling you now, if faith abides on the other side of failure, you will get up again and all the functions of faith will be at work in your life.  

Which is all well and good….as long as…your…faith…remains…

I know we are all given faith… <Romans 12:3>  And I guess I made the mistaken assumption that faith was a constant.   I read about the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11 and it seems faith is kind of a super substance, kind of a wonder material that withstands anything and everything.  It is like Kevlar and asbestos and kryptonite all in one spiritual little package.  We get this FAITH and it seems hard as a diamond and as eternal as the stars and impervious to assault.   You think I am kidding?  Read Hebrews 11…

Hebrews 11: 7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, 11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, <Faith is a fertility drug> 29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days. 31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace. 32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith,

WOW.  This faith is incredible stuff.   But now I have this nagging little thought in my brain that wont go away, because if faith is so infallible why did those two guys talked about shipwreck, and why did Jesus pray that the faith of Peter would not fail…it is infallible…right?   And all of the sudden that assumption I had about faith being a constant shifted a bit on me… 
And when it did other scriptures started nagging just a little bit at my brain.  Just random whispering voices from the Holy Writ murmuring and calling and I started digging and I was troubled at what I found.  

I found Jesus, in Luke 8, whirling on the disciples who were more afraid of Him than they were of a storm He had just calmed and He asked them this question “WHERE IS YOUR FAITH?”  
We were all given the measure of faith.  These guys are without faith.  He prayed that Peters faith would not fail.  What is going on?  WE HAVE TO HAVE FAITH.   It is the engine that drive us to seek God.   It is what we live by.  How is it that it can fail and even, apparently, go AWOL?   Jesus asks in Luke 18:8  if when He returns will He even find faith in the earth.   

And here is the inescapable conclusion I had to come to, faith is not constant, it can be damaged, lost, eroded, and disappear out of a life.  

The best analogy I can come up with is…hair.  I had assumed mine would always be there.   But I remember looking at a tv attached to a security camera and thinking wow….look at that back of that poor guys head.   And I realized it was mine.   

Can I tell you that faith can come under assault?  <Peter/Jesus>   Faith can be eroded.  Faith will be stretched.  Faith will be tried, tested, twisted, pulled, probed and there will be moments in life when your faith will be worn thin.   And I have a question I want to pose to you.  In your life…

What shines through when your faith wears thin?
Faith is not constant, it is not unassailable.   Circumstances of life can collude to grind away at your faith until it is paper thin.  The reason the Bible refers to faith as a shield is because that will be the part of you most frequently attacked.  Before an assault pierces your heart if has to get past your shield.  A shield is carried in front of you, and the first point that receives any kind of assault is your faith.  It will be constantly battered, it will be beaten on, it will be assaulted and from it can wear thin.   

We may not want to accept that scripturally, but experientially we ALL know it is true.  

How many OT prophets prayed for death?  Faith wears thin, and when it does, what shines through?   Despair?  Self pity?  
When Lazarus died, the faith of his sister Martha, started wearing thin.  Gone was the belief of healing, and she said well, maybe at the resurrection.  Faith for today was gone.  She was like a lot of people.   Lots of faith for yesterday.   “If only you had been here”.    Lots of faith for tomorrow.  “He will live at the resurrection”.   But today all she has is bitterness and anger.   There is accusation in the words “If on you had been here”   When her faith wore thin, anger and bitterness came shining through.   

And for too many people that is how it goes.  Times get tough, the pressure ratchets up, that shield starts getting battered.  And when the faith wears thin, what shines through is not all that impressive…
But then there are others. 

Desiring By The Pool
He has been laying by the pool of Bethesda for 38 years.  I think it is a fair assumption that his faith has worn thin.  It is hard to sustain faith when year after year what you are believing for does not come to you.  And you see in the long litany of complaints he gives to Jesus that faith has worn thin.  

I have no one to help me…

Everyone gets in the water before me…

There have not been enough opportunities for me to get what I need…

Now, after 38 years of disappointment, 38 years of struggling, 38 years of getting soooooo close…  Faith has worn a little thin.   Jesus knows it.  So When He speaks to the man, He does not enquire after His faith.  
John 5: 6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole?
“Do you want to be well?”   “Do you still desire to be better?”   
When your faith wears thin, do you still have DESIRE that can shine through?  It is possible to get so beat down that you don’t even WANT what you believed for any more.   
You don’t want to get better…

You don’t want to get free…

I recently watched Rescue Dawn, the movie that tells the true story of Deiter Dengler, an American pilot shot down in Viet Nam, and it is the story of his captivity under the VC.  There are numerous accounts of prisoners who were so broken, that by the time their rescuers arrived they didn’t want to leave.  

But I hope, I pray, I believe God, that when YOUR faith wears thin, that what shines through is not despair, not acquiescence to fate, but desire.  

I may be struggling to still believe, but I still want to get up and walk.  I still want to leave this sick bed.  I still want to be the man God has purposed me to be.  

When your faith wears thin, if desire still shines through, it is enough. 

Psalm 34:7  Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.  
Hope remains…
Scripture reveals another guy, who by his own admission has watched that initial deposit of faith wear thin.   

Mark 9:20 And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. 21 And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child. 22 And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us. 23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. 24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. 25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. 26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead. 27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose.
I believe…kinda….   The child has been being hurled into fire and the demon has been attempting to drown him.   

The severity of the situation has eroded and stretched that faith so thin that the man acknowledges I have holes in my faith now.  I have unbelief.  
Then why are you here?   If you have unbelief in your heart why are you here?   What is going to shine through now that your faith has been stretched thin by the severity of what you are going through?

I am just hoping….   My faith has been stretched thin. But my hope is shining through.   I am having a hard time believing, but I am still hoping.

Romans 5:3 We glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed;
In the middle of my trial, if I can hang on to hope, it is not going to let me down.  

When your faith wears thin, let hope come shining through.  I wonder if there is anyone whose faith is wearing thin but are still hanging onto hope.  
The Undergarment Of Praise
Thomas – My lord and my God.  

When the faith ripped, what poured out was still praise. 

I Peter 1:6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory.

I wonder, if when your faith wears thin, if praise can still shine through.  

Is your faith a thin veneer, that if it cracks there is nothing left to sustain you, or are you driven by desires, dreams, hopes, and can you still worship God, because of who He is, regardless of what you believe about your personal situation.  

Naked came I into the world, Naked will I leave, but BLESSED be the name of the Lord.  

When your faith wears thin, is there desire to keep driving you, hope to keep bringing you back, praise that will be offered up no matter what. 

Now here is the final thing.

When The Faith Breaks
Bike riders crack.  Legs give out, strength is gone.  What keeps you with Christ when faith cracks.  
I Corinthians 13:3 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
What will keep you coming back is when you fall in love with Jesus. 

It is not about intellectual assent to doctrinal proposition.

It is not about faith in faith. 

What keeps me desiring, hoping, worshipping, when my faith has been crushed, if that I have fallen in love with Jesus.  

