Four Phases Of God
Matthew 8: 23 And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. 24 And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but he was asleep. 25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. 26 And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm.  27 But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him!
In this story are elements common to all of our lives.   
There is a journey.  All of us, young and old, rich and poor, smart, not so smart, are in process, we are currently in a journey.   No life is static, you are moving toward a destiny, either by design or by chance, but you are moving toward a destination.  Being on a journey in common to the human experience.  Moving toward destiny, moving toward experience, moving away from purpose.  Life is not static, you are journeying as we speak.  
There is a storm.  Again, not uncommon to the human experience.  You need to understand that in your journey to your destination, any destination, there are eruptions of circumstances that come to prohibit your progress.  It happens in every life, storms afflict every journey.  
One guy that should know…put it this way…

Job 14:1 Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.  

From The Message…I love how this paraphrase ties in with our text.  
"We're all adrift in the same boat: too few days, too many troubles. 
I Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 
Quit acting all dumbfounded because some bad stuff came your way.  Welcome to the human race.   Can I tell you; the more purposeful you get in your journey the more you are going to run into stuff.   You don’t have to battle waves, wind and current as long as you are content to be pushed wherever they desire to take you.  But the moment you chart a course for your life expect to battle to arrive at that course.  
Why are we shocked when life is hard?  If there is one thing I could communicate to you that would help you in life it is simply this there is no easy journey to any destination of significance.  The more significant the destiny the harder it is.  
This truth is alluded to by Christ Himself… 
Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

Significance is a more treacherous destination than drifting to destruction. 
A journey is in the story…common to all of us.  

A storm is in the story…common to all of us.  (Anyone NOT been in a storm during your life?)

God is in the story.  He is present in every life.  God is everywhere all the time.  He is in lives that do not acknowledge Him, He is in lives that are lived for Him, He is in lives that are unaware of His presence, He is in lives that are about nothing BUT His presence.  
I am with thee always….

Did not our hearts burn within us…

God is in this place and I knew it not…

Whither can I go to flee from thy presence…

God is present in every life, the only differing factor is awareness of His presence.  God is with some of you RIGHT NOW and you are completely unaware, but He is with you none the less…  He is eternally present in all places. 
This is why I am amused by people that are going to take Jesus to some far flung corner of the globe.  We are going to take Jesus to _________.  Like…in a suitcase?   He cant be there until you get there?   Help us take Jesus to the Sahara.   You mean you are going to personally deliver Him there?  He cant get there on His own?   

Wake up people, God is already there; our only role is to reveal God to people.   This is exactly what Paul was doing in Athens…

Acts 17:23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.
Paul said, He is already here, you just don’t know it, and I am going to show Him to you.  That is our role, that is our job, that is what we are called to do, encounter people with God already working in their lives, and reveal to them the already present hand of God.    

And here is the deal.  These three elements are SO common to all of us.  The journey, the storm, the God who is present yet…not…in…charge.  God is present in every life, in one of four phases.   We are going to go through them.  And where we first encounter God in this story is where He is in most lives.  
God The Forgotten
 God present, but not at the helm.  The first phase of God is God the forgotten. He is present, just not in charge.  Present, just tucked away.  The consequence of God the forgotten, the storm is more in control of our life than the ever present God.  Let me repeat that, because that is as close a description of most lives as you are ever going to hear.  
Our emotions being dictated by the storm, not by the presence of God.
Our actions being dictated by circumstances, not by the will of God. 

We are reacting to what is happening to us, not acting based on who is with us.  

<other text>

I wonder how much time was spent bailing when they should have been waking Christ up…
I wonder how much energy was expended frantically rowing, when all they had to do was let God be God…

I wonder how exhausted they became fighting wind and wave that were completely out of their control before they turned to Christ.
I wonder what was needlessly lost to the storm, while they tried to battle it themselves.  <Jonah: jettisoning cargo>   
I wonder how different some of your lives (_________) would be right now if God was not forgotten.           

But this is the most common story of the human experience, the storm more in control than the ever present God.  

At some point, if you are going to triumph over the storm you must get that reversed.   God is with you, how long will you let circumstances dictate what you do?

The sweet Psalmist finally got it right…

Psalm 27: 2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. 3 Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident.  1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 3 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah.
Psalm 118:6 The LORD is on my side; I will not fear.
The repeated message of these psalms is simply this, what I am going through and what is happening to me is mitigated and made of none affect by who is with me.   But all too often the story of our lives is the opposite.  Who is with me is forgotten because of what I am going through and what is happening to me.  
There is a storm.  There is a God.  Who will you allow to control your journey?   The storm will take you somewhere <Paul/Melita>  God will take you somewhere.  <The other side> 

The other side of our current situation. 

The other side of this confusion. 

The other side of this crisis.
The other side of this hurt and pain. 

The other side of significance and accomplishment. 

So who is going to direct the journey, who is going to chart the destiny?  God who is with you or the storm that is driving you? 

Let me point out something in the text. 

Matthew 8: 24 And, behold, there arose a great tempest and the ship was covered with the waves 26  Then he arose and there was a great calm.  
The storm arose and there was fear, panic, chaos, loss, destruction.

Christ arose and there was calm.    Where He is forgotten the storm rages.  When He arises the storm lays down.  Anyone ready to move got to the next phase, where He is no longer forgotten in the midst of the terror of your situation. 
God The Factor
Matthew 8:25 And his disciples came to him.
Here it is, whatever is at the center of your life, where your focus is, what is getting the most of your attention and energy is what is rising and dictating your destiny.  

You worry about money and finances all the time so that is the biggest factor dictating your peace and your decisions. 

You worry about a relationship all the time so that is the biggest factor determining your choices. 

You are consumed with a raging tempest of desire so that is the biggest factor driving your actions.  
The first lesson of this sermon is this…

In most lives God is present, but not at the helm.   Consequently the storm is more in control of our life than the ever present God.  
The second lesson is this…

When God is not a factor the storm rises.  When God rises the storm stops. 

So if you want to stop the storm… If you want God charting the course of your life… If you want to arrive at your destiny, God cannot be forgotten, you must move to the next phase, God has to become a factor, has to rise up in your life so that the storm will lay down. 

At some point God became a factor.  The oars are not working, the sails are shredded, we cannot bail water out fast enough.  Then they remembered, oh yeah, we have Jesus, maybe He can do something.  

For most people God does not become a factor until they have no other resource.  
Had spent all her living…

If thou canst do anything…

To whom else would we turn…

For most people God does not become a factor until they have no other resource.  
Maybe that is why God is letting some of you go through the absolute hell you are going through. 

For your life to ever arrive at destiny God must become a factor.  He has to be part of the equation.  

Don’t give up without factoring God in.

Don’t give up on yourself without factoring in His grace. 

Don’t give up on a relationship without factoring in His healing.

Don’t give up on your finances without factoring in His faithfulness.<try and do the math on that>
Don’t give up on your internal struggle without factoring in His mercy.

Don’t give up on your dream without factoring in His power.
Remember God is with you, present in your life.  He is part of the equation.  

But it is not enough for Him to simply be a factor.  Too many, have not forgotten Him, He IS a factor.  But that is all.  He is just another part of the equation.  We call those people your average church people.  
God The Force
Matthew 8:26 Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm.  
At some point you have to move beyond an awareness of God.  You have to move beyond simply understanding that “Yes, God is part of my life.”   When everything else has not worked, it is time for God to become more than a factor, and become a force in your life.   This is the third phase of God
You can arrive at God, as a factor, intellectually. 

God only becomes a force when you interact with Him.  

Matthew 8:25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish.
God is not going to become a force in your life until you yield control of the situation to Him.   It is one thing to know there is a God, it is another to make Him YOUR God who is in control of YOUR destination.  

When God rises the storm stops.   It starts with you understanding He is a factor, but God really does not rise up in your life until you are willing for Him to become a force.   Until you are willing to yield to the lordship of Christ.  

You will not see the full manifestation of His power if all you see Him as is one more factor, another resource.  God starts to rise up and the storm starts to lie down when we move to allowing Him to be a force in our lives.  

When we start obeying His word. 

When we start living by the guiding of His spirit. 

When we start refusing to move in a situation until God gives us clear direction.
When we start responding to the prodding of the Spirit.

God is becoming a force and the storm will start to abate. 

God comes as a force will help you survive the storm.  And if you are in a storm, right now, GOD WANTS TO BECOME A FORCE IN YOUR SITUATION RIGHT NOW. 

 But there is something else that needs to transpire if you are going to arrive at your destiny.  

Too many people do not realize He is a factor until they run out of resources.  Then they only allow Him to be a force while there is a storm raging.  As soon as the storm abates they are ready for Him to go back to the back of the ship.  

The goal is not to survive the storm, it is to arrive at the destination.  And there is another level you have to reach for that to take place. 
God As Your Focus
Matthew 8: 27 The men marveled…

Mark 4:41  What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?
What you focus on will dictate your destiny.  Where the storm had commanded their attention, now Jesus has become the focal point of their life.  The Fourth Phase Of God is when God is the Focus Of Your Life.
Why is God not a continuing force, why do I not feel His hand, sense His direction day after day.   Yes, there are storms and I turn to Him and the storm ceases, but a few days later, we are drifting, and the storms start again.  

Allowing God to be a force will help you survive the storm, but the goal is not to survive the storm, it is to arrive at destiny.  If your only aspiration is to survive the storm you will simply survive storm after storm and never arrive any where.  

The way you arrive at destiny is by making God more than a factor, more than a force you turn to in the storm, but by making Him the focus of your life.  

What ever you focus on dictates your destiny.  

There is another word for focus, worship.  What is commanding most of your attention, most of your time, most of your emotional energy, is what you are worshipping.  

Some of you worship the storm.  Therefore even though God is present the storm is in control.

When God is not a factor the storm rises. 

When God rises the storm lays down. 

LET GOD ARISE…

This is a reference to bringing the ark back.  We are once again making God the central part of our nation.   He will become the object of my focus and when He does the storm will abate and I will arrive at my destiny. 

