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A LOOK BENEATH THE ROBE

7-23-06 sun.
Isa 53:1-5

1.Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?

2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

Not many atheist what we have in the world today are agnostics, people who are too smart to believe that all the universe exists without a maker yet who view this maker as distant and aloof and unconcerned and uninvolved, and whose relationship to man is nil. 

Even many of the religious view God as a royal dictator, secure within the bulwarks of heaven, insulated from the work-a-day world in which common people scrape for the grace to manage the hardship in the world.

There is an Old Testament story that I want to use to illustrate the truth of Our kings involvement with us.

2 Kings 6:24-30

24 And it came to pass after this, that Ben-hadad king of Syria gathered all his host, and went up, and besieged Samaria.

25 And there was a great famine in Samaria: and, behold, they besieged it, until an ass's head was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a cab of dove's dung for five pieces of silver.

26 And as the king of Israel was passing by upon the wall, there cried a woman unto him, saying, Help, my lord, O king.

27 And he said, If the LORD do not help thee, whence shall I help thee? out of the barnfloor, or out of the winepress?

28 And the king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she answered, This woman said unto me, Give thy son, that we may eat him to day, and we will eat my son to morrow.

29 So we boiled my son, and did eat him: and I said unto her on the next day, Give thy son, that we may eat him: and she hath hid her son.

30 And it came to pass, when the king heard the words of the woman, that he rent his clothes; and he passed by upon the wall, and the people looked, and, behold, he had sackcloth within upon his flesh.
    In this Text a common woman who was a Samaritan told her horrible story to the King of Israel, he tore his royal robes and beautiful Lenin clothing and it was sackcloth that he wore on his skin. Sackcloth was the very symbol of mourning and sorrow. 
He passed by on the wall and all the people got a glimpse beneath the royal robe and saw the king for the first time as a king who suffered with them, who endured famines with them and who was personally involved in the hardships of the people.

We need a glimpse beneath the royal cloak hoisted on him by the pious, and see the bare-footed Galilean, the man of sorrows who is acquainted with our grief and know that he is with us, and that he cares for us. 
Sometimes he calms the sea(mark 4) and sometimes he calms the sailor (acts 27) but in the end, he is always aware of my plight, he is invested in it, he is involved in it.

The only way he could express it was to say that a sparrow doesn’t fall anywhere beyond his careful eye.
Matt 10:29

29 Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.

 If this nuisance birds fall is a matter of interest to him, how much greater is his care for is people on whom his own blood has spilled.

Heb 4:15-16

15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

16 Let us therefore (because he is touched with our feelings) come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.       
Lazerus-

John 11:14-35

14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.

15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.

16 Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him.

17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already.

18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off:

19 And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.

20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.

21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.

23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.
24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.

25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:

26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?

27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.

28 And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee.

29 As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him.

30 Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him.

31 The Jews then which were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there.

32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled,

34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.

35 Jesus wept.
 The shortest verse in all the Bible (Jesus wept) might well speak its greatest volumes.
Jesus never wept over Lazerus’ death until he got to the place where Mary and Martha were grieving and weeping and then he wept. It did accomplish anything it was just a peak beneath the garment of the king.
Widow son 
Luke 7:12-15

12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her.

13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.

14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.

15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.

Jesus was seconds away from fixing everything for this woman and yet he stopped long enough to say “don’t cry” those two words did not accomplish anything, they just gave us a  little peak beneath the robe of the king.

Thomas thrust your hand into my side.
He pulled back the garments and gave Thomas a look beneath the robe of the king.
Veil in the temple;
The veil that hung in the temple in the heart of Jerusalem stood as an ever present reminder that God is right and you are wrong, that you cannot really get close to God. But one day as a triple execution was taking place just outside the city of a carpenter and two thieves the veil tore and we saw the king and now we are close. 

BEHOLD I AM WITH YOU .

Gen 28:12-16

12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.

13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.

16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not.

Elisha prayed that God would open the eyes of the servant to see that there is more with us than there are with them.

He wants you to see that he is with you.
LAST SUPPER

Remember me – broken body

When you do this remember me, then he broke it. 

When you remember Jesus he wants you to remember that he was broken for you. 

He will come in all his power, with 10,000 s of his saints and will be clothed in white and will ride to victory over the enemies of righteousness, there will be glory heaped upon him and they will all cry worthy is the lamb……..

Yet he said this is how I want to be remembered. I want them to see beneath the royal robes to humble savior, broken and given and with you.  

IF YOU FEEL ALONE OR DEFEATED TODAY, I DID NOT NECESSARILY COME WITH THE MAGIC ANSWER TO FIX EVERY THING FOR YOU, 

I CAME TO GIVE YOU A LITTLE GLANCE BENEATH THE CLOAK OF THE KING.

We do not ask nor do we wander why these people would pay so much for so little, (a rancid donkey’s head for 80 pieces of silver). We know why. They were hungry.


Yet we look out into our world today in amazement that people today pay so much for so little, their future for a momentary thrill. Their eternity for a temporary pleasure. We do not need to wander, the reason is the same. THEY ARE HUNGRY!! 











