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2 Peter 3:1-11

3:1 This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance:  
2 That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:  (THE BIBLE)
3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.
5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:
6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:
7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
Ignorance of what “THEN WAS” effects your perspective of what “ARE NOW” 
Peter is saying that if I can stir up your minds and cause you to remember what “then was” it will correct your perspective of what “NOW IS”.

The time elapsed here is the issue. This time meant different things to different people, depending on their perspective.

Their perspective in turn depended upon their awareness of what then was. 
8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
Peter is asking them; with which perspective will you view this time. from God’s perspective it was only days ago, From our temporary perspective thirty years is an eternity  

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Slack or longsuffering? A matter of perspectives. To one man this elapsed time means God did not mean what he said. To another it is God’s grace giving us time to repent.

10 But (bottom line)the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

These things are absolute truth; they are not subject to the way view them. 

The way you view things will not effect those things , it will only effect “what manner of persons we are.”
11 Seeing  (viewing things from the proper perspective)then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,

perspective is so important. 

What appears to one man as slackness appears to another man as mercy.

To one man it appears as if this prophecy is not valid.

To another the time passing is simply evidence that he loves you.

We can certainly see why Peter was very concerned about the state of mind or perspective with which we view time, and scripture.

Most everything is influenced by perspective.

The condition of our minds is as important as anything we see or hear.

“take heed how you hear”

“what went ye out for to see”

“how do you read”

Eli-Eli-la ma sa bach thani
……..extreme grace can appear to be selfishness, based on perspective.

Rom 10:17

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


Read the account of the serpents temptation of Eve; all he was attempting to do was to change her perspective of the tree.
That is the nature of any temptation.

The apostle said that this was the reason for writing both letters 1st and 2nd  Peter. I suspect that this is the reason for much of scripture, to constantly be correcting our perspectives.

What looks like slackness is mercy.

Cor 2:12-16

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.

16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.
We have Christ’s perspective.                          

Rom 15:4	          THEN WAS


4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.


NOW IS








