Advantages Of Blindness

Luke 18:31-43

31 Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished.

32 For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on:

33 And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again.

34 And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.

35 And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging:

36 And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.

37 And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.

38 And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

39 And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried so much the more, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

40 And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and when he was come near, he asked him,

41 Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight.

42 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.

43 And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God.

It is said that when a person is handicapped in one area that the other senses become more acute in order to compensate for the lack of that particular sense.

I do not know if this is true or not. I tend to think it is not.
I do believe simply based on my own experience that when one of our senses becomes limited we begin to pay more attention to the others. We simply become more aware of what we are experiencing.
For instance when one is blind he or she becomes more dependent on the ability to hear. Ones hearing does not instantly improve when one becomes blind, the person simply begins to pay more attention to what they hear. Their sense of touch does not magically become more acute, rather they begin to be more aware of what they are feeling.

People begin to depend upon, and pay closer attention to all the other senses. Also one will begin to depend on the senses of others.

Even on the senses of animals, creatures less intelligent than they are.

This comes with the recognition that I am blind. And I must do these things in order to get to the place I need to be.  

Luke 18:31-43

31 Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished.

32 For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on:

33 And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again.

34 And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.

35 And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging:  

36 And hearing the multitude pass by, His ears were engaged. he asked what it meant.  He was willing to ask questions, depending upon the senses of others.
37 And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by. Jesus never came to Jericho again
38 And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me. Being unable to navigate the landscape and the crowd he depended on his voice
39 And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried so much the more,  Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.
Ps 3:4

4 I cried unto the LORD with my voice, and he heard me out of his holy hill.

Ps 27:7

7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me.

Ps 142:1-2

I cried unto the LORD with my voice; with my voice unto the LORD did I make my supplication.

2 I poured out my complaint before him; I shewed before him my trouble.
40 And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and when he was come near, he asked him,
41 Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight.  He knew what he needed. That is an advantage
 Rev 3:14-18

14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;

15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.

16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.
42 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.
43 And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God.

This mourning if you came into this building this mourning without direction, in darkness, without the ability to navigate the landscape of your life, I encourage you to begin to pay a little closer attention to what you are hearing and what you are feeling. 

It may be that there is someone near you this mourning whose senses you trust it is ok to turn to someone and say help me, pray with me , believe with me. I need some help getting to where I need to be.

There are advantages of blindness.

There are some advantages of being where you are.

Some are not feeling anything but you are, 

Some have no idea that they need anything but you know you do.

Some did not hear a word that was said but you did.

This was this man’s last chance, Jesus never came to Jericho again.

Perhaps he sensed that as well when he cried out yet the more. 

Opportunities pass you know.  

    “Your faith has saved you”
The truth is that blind people often see things that no one else sees.

They see opportunity.

They see that opportunity passes.

They see their need clearly.

They see the answer to there need and cry out for it. 
