Eternity in our Hearts

7-3-05 sun. am.
Eccl 3:1-11

:1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;

3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;

4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.

9 What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth?

10 I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised in it.

11 He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.

World

`owlam (o-lawm'); or `olam (o-lawm');, time out of mind (past or future), i.e. (practically) eternity; always:

KJV - alway (-s), , continuance, eternal, (for, [n-]) ever (+without end). Compare OT:5331, OT:5703.

Eccl 3:11

1 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.           (New International Version)



The Bible declares that God is the one who placed the prospect of eternity into the hearts of men and women.  (All people)
It is not just in the hearts of religious people; listen to the songs on the radio,

“I will love you for ever”

“I will always love you” 

 that is why we carve things in trees and stones etc… God has put eternity in our hearts. God has placed the longing for permanence in our minds.
Men have the awareness of the fact that eternity exists. And every age and every culture has sought for the “handle” on eternity,  The Egyptians, thousands of years ago built pyramids and buried their loved ones in them in hopes that those structures were the gate into this foggy notion of ETRNITY 
Races and tribes and cultures who have never heard of Christ nor ever seen a bible have their own version of eternity.

Every major religion in the world offers a view of eternity. 

The truth is that we are limited as to what we can know about eternity.

He put it’s awareness in our hearts and we search for access to it.
They were seeking for it in Jesus’ day;
Mark 10:17 And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?

Luke 10:25

25 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?

Deuteronomy 33:27

27 The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them.

Isaiah 60:15

15 Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man went through thee, I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations.

Matthew 25:46

46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

Mark 3:29

29 But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation:

Romans 1:20

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

2 Corinthians 4:17

17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;
2 Corinthians 4:18

18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
2 Corinthians 5:1

1 For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Ephesians 3:11

11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:

1 Timothy 1:17

17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

2 Timothy 2:10

10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
Hebrews 5:9

9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;

Hebrews 6:2

2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

Hebrews 9:12

12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.

Hebrews 9:14

14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Hebrews 9:15

15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

1 Peter 5:10

10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

Jude 7

7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

What is eternity?
The phrase “for ever appears 414 times in scripture.

The word “eternal” appears 46 times.

The Bible is about for ever.

Every man has eternity awaiting him. As sure as this life is seasonal and temporal, it will be succeeded by an eternal one.

Illustrations of eternity.

Sparrow---Steel ball

Let us today be reminded of a weightier world.

Let’s acknowledge the fact that we face eternity.

Regardless of how bleak things are now for you;

Rom 8:18

18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

You can’t possibly know how much you have to loose in this world.

The prospect that eternal life will be determined in a temporal world.

WHERE WILL YOU SPEND ETERNITY   

 1 Cor 13:12


12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.





1 John 3:2


2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.





Here it speaks of the seasons of our lives and how they are all appropriate and beautiful in the right time, indicating that everything in life is temporary.





Then it states that God placed within us the notion of perminance. (eternity) 








