He is LAST
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Rev 1:17

17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:

Terms first and last are used quite often in the teaching of 

Jesus.

First shall be last, last shall be first.

We so often can appreciate the fact that he is first.

It has always been the desire of his followers to be first. It appeals to our competitive nature.
You will find that it was a constant source of friction between his disciples, determining which among them would be first in the kingdom.

 Which will be the greatest in your kingdom?

Who will sit on thy left hand and on thy right?
Matt 18:1

8:1 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven
Mark 9:34

34 But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest.

Luke 9:46

46 Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of them should be greatest.

Luke 22:24

24 And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest.

Everyone wants to be first, it is our ambition today 

Always to be first, always best. The winner, to come out on top……
We would not serve a GOD who was anything less than absolute first.
FIRST

Rev 1:5

5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,
Col 1:18

18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Col 1:15

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:

Romans 8:29

29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. (from New International Version)

I Cor 3:11

11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Heb 6:20

20 Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

He is FIRST.

We would not follow or serve a God whose claim was that I am one of the best, I’m right up there with the best, or I’m a close second, or I am competitive.                 NO
Like the days of Elijah we want to see who is first.

1 Kings 18:21

21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.

Let’s find out who is first and we will follow him.

Our God must be first in order and in importance, in rank and position. Otherwise we will find who is and follow him.

He must have ultimate power in Heaven and earth.

He must have a name that is above every name.

He must be Almighty, not just mighty.

There must be no other gods before him.

He must have all enemies under his feet.

Rev 1:8

8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

This is the God I wish to serve.
_____________________________________________________________

He is FIRST. But he also stated that he was the LAST. 

That word “last” in original language mean least in importance and in rank.
eschatos (es'-khat-os); of, last, latter end, lowest, uttermost.

Nobody wants to be last in rank or importance.

This was the position that Jesus staked out for himself.
Matt 11:29

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

Phil 2:7-8

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Heb 13:13

13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach

Heb 11:26

26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.

Even in death he didn’t have to become dead last.

But his visage was marred more than anybody else.

His poverty made us rich.

This is why he had to be last;

Heb 2:18-3:1

18 For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.

Heb 2:18

18 For since he himself has now been through suffering and temptation, he knows what it is like when we suffer and are tempted, and he is wonderfully able to help us. TLB
Matt 25:35-40

35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:

36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?

38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?

39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
     As First                                                            As Last
W/o him was not anything made..                    he had no place to lay his head

Sets up kings and pricipalities                           sees sparrows fall

Spoke and creation appeared                            he opened not his mouth

Clothed to the foot in golden girdle                  naked and ashamed

Counselor of  Is.9 6                                           Convict of Mt. 26

Wanderful                                                          Wanderer

Maker                                                                 Martyr

Rich                                                                    thru his poverty we are rich

He who sets up kings sees sparrows 

THAT IS BEAUTIFUL. 

We follow him because he is first.

We love him because he is last.

WE LOVE HIM BECAUSE HE IS LAST.
