Ministry Qualifications
As we move into this study there are two salient points that need to be understood.  
1. Every saved person is a minister.

Between the OT and the NT there is a huge difference in how ministry was to be taken care of.  In the OT there was one tribe, the tribe of Levi, that was responsible for the priesthood, for handling all aspect of ministering to God and then ministering from God to the people.  This tribe and this tribe alone did the ministry.  But that changed in the NT. 
II Corinthians 5: 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation.

When a new believer comes into Christ he is to be part of the ministry that was launched by Jesus Christ.  
I Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood…
In the NT context every believer is part of the ministry of Jesus Christ.  Not everyone will stand in a pulpit but we are all responsible for spreading the gospel, for sharing Jesus, for taking truth to our world. 
We must understand that when we come into Christ, we are part of the ministry of Christ.  It is packaged into our salvation.  God is not calling you to witness. He commissioned you and commands you to witness.  It is as much a part of your faith as prayer, fasting, worship, and giving. 

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.

John 15:8 Herein is my Father glorified, (Not that you are a great Christian, sing in the choir, pay your tithes, etc…)  that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

Sharing Jesus is not a spiritual discipline, it is the result of a Spirit-filled life.

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses.
Born again Believers share in the ministry of Jesus, they perpetuate the ministry of Jesus, and they tell other people about Jesus.  This is part of the Christian life.   Every bit as valid as prayer, as study, as giving, is extending the reach of Jesus Christ. 

I Corinthians 12:27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.
The ministry of Jesus Christ is the responsibility of every single believer that professes Christ. 

Well what about the 5-fold ministry, what are they for?  To do ministry, right?

Ephesians 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
The purpose of the five-fold ministry is simply this, to perfect the saints to do the work of the ministry.  But make no mistake about it, the ministry is supposed to be done by you!

Second salient fact that you need to understand as we move forward. 

2. The OT serves as a type for the spiritual truths in the NT. 

I Corinthians 10:11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. 
Hebrews 10:1 Law has a shadow of things to come…

The pattern of religion and ministry in the OT are demonstrations. Illustrations, types, of the spiritual truths we will live out in the NT.  Every physical natural thing you see in the OT has a spiritual counterpart in Kingdom life in the NT.  

I Corinthians 10: 1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.
The whole point of this is simply this.  What you see in the OT has a spiritual counterpart and application in the NT.  These OT occurrences, laws, teachings, are object lessons for the spiritual reality of Kingdom life in the NT. 
Matthew 5: 17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
The law did not cease to be in effect when the ministry of Christ was inaugurated, it was brought into reality.  It moved from being physical object lessons to being a spiritual reality.  You could say these laws became spiritualized.  So when you read something in the OT, that commandment is not invalidated, you simply need to know what the NT spiritual reality of it is, then you will know how to apply it in your life. 

3. Though borne again we are haunted by defects of the old nature. 

Now, lets talk about that in light of the fact that we are all ministers of the New Covenant.  

In the OT there was a list of things that disqualified any member of the tribe of Levi from being part of the ministry.  
There is a list of 12 disqualifying items on this list.  Any one of these would invalidate a person from being able to minister.  Lets look very closely at the disqualification.

Leviticus 21:21  No descendant of Aaron the priest who has any defect is to offer gifts to God; he has a defect and so must not offer the food of his God. 22 He may eat the food of his God, both the most holy and the holy, 23 but because of his defect he must not go near the curtain or approach the Altar. It would desecrate my Sanctuary.
This is important, he can eat the bread off the table, but he cannot share the bread with others.  He cannot minister the bread.  We have tons and tons of people, who eat the bread every week, but are completely inept, completely helpless, completely useless, when it comes to ministering the bread of life to others.   

John 6:33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life:

We are called to minister that bread, yet, the vast majority of believers NEVER share that bread, they are helpless and impotent to do so.  They are inadequate and in many cases because of a condition in their life, they have been disqualified.  We are going to dig into the disqualifications of the priesthood in the OT with the understanding that these are physical object lessons of spiritual truths that impact our Kingdom life today.  God is simply setting the stage for what His expectation in the Church Age will be. 

There were very specific terms of service.   TOS – If violated the TOS, you get TOSSED
Leviticus 21: 1 God spoke to Moses: "Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron. Tell them, A priest must not ritually contaminate himself by touching the dead,
There were such specific terms of service that you could not just go to every funeral around.  Very short list that you were allowed to go to.  
According to the NT death is your old life BC.  

John 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
NT Principle: You cannot stay immersed in your old life BC and expect to minister the Bread of Life.  
Ephesians 4: 22 Since, then, we do not have the excuse of ignorance, everything - and I do mean everything - connected with that old way of life has to go. It's rotten through and through. Get rid of it! And then take on an entirely new way of life - a God-fashioned life.  
Do not expect that you can do what you did before, talk like you did before, live like you did before, go where you went before, think like you thought before, read what you read before, listen to what you listened to before, watch what you watched before,  and be effective at spreading the Gospel.  If you are not living any better than anyone from your former life why should they listen to you?  

Too many people have the stench of death on them. The stench of their former life.  How can you lead anyone out of stuff you are still mired in?  If you have not changed how you are living you are disqualified from ministering the bread of life.  You will be TOSED
The reason some people cannot lead anyone to Christ is because they are in the same rot.  

· I cant stand fat people telling me how to lose weight.

· Dude showed up here, wanting to come do a marriage retreat for us.  His relational life was in shambles. 

· People having neither pot nor window trying to tell me how to get ahead in life. 

And until you cut ties with death no one will listen to you talk about new life.  

When you come to Christ there are some things you just cannot have a connection with any more. 

Let me give you another take…
Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death;
You cannot be a fleshly, flesh obsessed little nut job and minister Jesus Christ to a generation.  

So we are going to examine the 12 disqualifiers for ministry from Leviticus 21.  I am using the list from the NKJV because it is the most complete, exhaustive list I could find.  
Leviticus 21:16 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 17 "Speak to Aaron, saying: 'No man of your descendants in succeeding generations, who has any defect, may approach to offer the bread of his God. 18 For any man who has a defect shall not approach: a man blind or lame, who has a marred face or any limb too long, 19 a man who has a broken foot or broken hand, 20 or is a hunchback or a dwarf, or a man who has a defect in his eye, or eczema or scab, or is a eunuch. 21 No man of the descendants of Aaron the priest, who has a defect, shall come near to offer the offerings made by fire to the Lord. He has a defect; he shall not come near to offer the bread of his God. 22 He may eat the bread of his God, both the most holy and the holy; 23 only he shall not go near the veil or approach the altar, because he has a defect, lest he profane My sanctuaries; for I the Lord sanctify them.'
1. The Blind.
If you were unable to see, without sight, you could not offer the bread of God.   Now while this physical defect prohibited a person from ministering in the OT, it speaks of a spiritual condition in the NT.   There are too many people that are spiritually blind walking around.  (Not to be confused with the eye defect we will talk about later.)  These people have no vision, they cannot see…

They cannot see the value in people.

They cannot see beyond their circumstances. 
They cannot see failings in themselves. 

They cannot see the hand of God at work… (Elishas servant)

· The blind lead the blind they both fall in a ditch. Matthew 15. 
· Where there is no vision, the people cast off moral restraint.  When you do not have a vision for what your life is supposed to be about, you will not bring moral restraint into your life.  (Proverbs 29:18)
2. The Lame
3. Vs. 18 - who has a marred face or any limb too long,  (flat nose, or any thing superfluous – kjv)  Another translation says missing a nose, eye, ear, or having any abnormal growth.  
If you were missing anything in your representation you were disqualified.

If you had anything added to your representation you were disqualified. 

The implication here is adding anything to our representation or taking anything away from our representation gets us TOSED.  
You are to portray the entirety of the Gospel, and the entirety of Jesus Christ, and at the same time, do not add anything to Jesus and the Gospel.

Jesus doesn’t need you to add anything to him to make Him palatable for the world today.  Remember, we are talking about serving the bread of life to the world around us.   
· He does not need to be mixed with PMA,.
· He doesn’t need to be mixed with world religions (syncretism). 
· He does not need to be mixed with philosophy.
In Christ alone…

Jesus does not need you to edit out anything that you think will not be appealing to the person with whom you are sharing the bread.  
· He does not need you to edit out hard teachings. 

· He does not need you to edit out touch ethical standards that come with following Christ.  

· He does not need you to remove ANY part of who He is to make Him more palatable. 

Whatever is in your life in addition to Jesus can disqualify you from ministering the bread.

· A Christian with an uncontrollable temper…

· A Christian with an addiction…

· A Christian with a habit...

· A Christian with an area of their life totally out of control…

John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 
Galations 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:

Whatever you are supposed to be in Christ that you are not can disqualify you from ministering the bread…

The calls you see for perfection are actually calls for maturity or wholeness.   
I Thessalonians 3:10 Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith?
Colossians 4:12 That ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.
Ephesians 4: 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children,

It is possible to be saved and not be whole.   I grew up in a context where we added a lot to Jesus.  We added a lot of rules and legalism and restrictions and teachings that were not true.  But just as bad as adding anything to Christ is not portraying the completeness that should be in your life as a Christian.  Is it any wonder you cannot effectively the Bread of Life when you lack…

· Peace

· Self control

· Discipline

· Compassion

· Maturity 

· Wisdom

One of the biggest reasons there are huge gaping holes in peoples representation of Christ, one of the biggest reasons they are not complete as they should be is they are not willing to go through what you have to go through to develop what is missing in their life. 

James 12: 2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
The only way you are not going to lack is if you are willing to go through whatever it takes to grow what is missing in your life. 

But as long as you are adding anything, of your self, philosophically, to Jesus you are TOSED from ministry.  You are disqualified from ministering the bread.  (It cannot be all about you…If you are a self promoting, self aggrandizing, ego maniac, you are disqualified.  It is about others…)

As long as you are representing less than what you should be in Jesus, you are disqualified.  

4. VS. 19 a man who has a broken foot
Earlier we discussed the lame.  Those who are unable for whatever reason, to walk the walk.  Most likely lame due to injury.   But now the reference is to a specific inherited crippled ness that impedes your ability to walk.  You inherited something you never got healed of and it has kept you from walking the faith walk like you should.
You inherited an attitude about preachers.

You inherited an wrong idea of church life. 

You inherited a habit from your mother/father/grandfather

And now because of what you inherited you cannot walk the walk.  Every time you try to take a step that old thing twists… (Affects your motion…cannot run, only hobble…everyone else blowing past you…people come into the church…saved 6 months with more influence than you and you have been saved 6 years…)   
This is why it is so crucial, the spiritual atmosphere people are borne into, because it will shape them and we can pass on our brokenness to the next generation and they will not be able to walk any better than us. 

Ezekiel 44:5 – Mark well the entering of the house…  Watch how people come in…what they come into.  

Until you get over that inherited thing that has inhibited your walk you are TOSED, disqualified from serving the bread.

5. Vs. 19 or a broken hand.
This is the same deal.  A specific inherited crippled ness.  But where the previous one prevents you from walking, this one affects your hand, it keeps you from serving.  
<girl in Texarkana>

When people cannot serve there is something seriously wrong in their spiritual makeup.  When all a person can do is occupy the lime light…

Mark 9:33 And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way? 34 But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest. 35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.
What Jesus is saying is that if you are unable to serve, you will be TOSED.  
