New sermons

Luke 2:8

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

Luke 2:8

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.

(from New International Version)

Matt 2:1-2

2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,

2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.

It is certain that these men came from as far as Assyria or Babylon (Iraq)
Christ ministry was symbolized by the events surrounding his birth.

The one that lived “nearby” lived in the fields. They were lowly shepherds, poor and somewhat less than influencial. 

Those who came from afar were Magi, kings of tribes, called in the king James “Wise Men”

First of all it is taught us by his birth that no matter how far away you are you can come to Jesus. If you are willing to leave your tradition and your surroundings and seek after him, you can come to Jesus  no matter who you are, where you live, what you have done. Etc…..…….

Secondly it is taught by the shepherds nearby who were not influential nor notable in any way, they were merely “nearby”. 
You may be an absolute nobody, like the blind man Bartameas when he heard that “Jesus was passing by” cried out “have mercy on me”. he was nobody with no clue but Jesus was “NEARBY” and that was all it took. 

These both got to touch JESUS.   

Some were far away, had to leave tradition, family, with so far to go. 
Others were nearby with nothing to offer.

Leah’s Eyes
Gen 29:16-17

16 And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel.

17 Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured.

Gen 29:16-18

 17 Leah had lovely eyes, but Rachel was shapely, and in every way a beauty. 

TLB 
Leah’s eyes were tender and soft but Rachel was shapely and had a beautiful face.

As most men Jacob was drawn to the physical beauty of Rachel but over and over again it was Leah who played the more prominent role in history. The ultimate statement was made by Jacob or Israel when he chose to be buried beside Leah instead of Rachel.

Leah’s life at times seemed at times unfair. She was never the one who turned Jacob’s head. She was not the one he doted over continually. She was seemingly always the jilted Sister.

But she had those eyes that were tender and soft. And over a period of time those dark, calm, and reassuring eyes of Leah won the day. When physical beauty is gone the eyes remain the same. 

There was something about Leah’s eyes that always brought Jacob back to her. 

1 Peter 3:12

12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

We like most men are drawn to the things that turn our heads that have immediate beauty. 

Isa 53:1-2

53:1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?

2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Isa 53:2

2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot,

and like a root out of dry ground.

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,

nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. (from New International Version)

Gen 49:29-31

29 And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my people: bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite,

30 In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a buryingplace.

31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah.

Gen 35:16-20

16 And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a little way to come to Ephrath: and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour.

17 And it came to pass, when she was in hard labour, that the midwife said unto her, Fear not; thou shalt have this son also.

18 And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she died) that she called his name Ben-oni: but his father called him Benjamin.

19 And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem.
20 And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day.

Matt 2:16-18

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men.

17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying,

18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.

OT:1126

Ben-' Owniy (ben-o-nee'); from OT:1121 and OT:205; son of my sorrow; Ben-Oni, the original name of Benjamin:

KJV - Ben-oni.

OT:1144

Binyamiyn (bin-yaw-mene'); from OT:1121 and OT:3225; son of (the) right hand; Binjamin, youngest son of Jacob; also the tribe descended from him, and its territory:

Things you can find at Calvary.

When the son of man is lifted up you will know that I am he.

Centurion, thief, Thomas, when he saw the scars of calvary.  

The thief finds paradise.

The chief preists and elders found false witnesses.

Christ found Joy.  Heb. 12: 3

Centurian found the son of God.

Christ found loneliness ….why have you forsaken me?

The soldiers found entertainment …cast lot for his vesture?

Peter finds the guilt of denial

The jews found hate

Judas finds a rope

A thief found hope

Mary finds her new son

John finds his new mother

Pilate found political compromise

Jerusalem found an earthquake

Judaism found a riven veil

We can find more hope than 

Your best defense
David refused Saul’s armor.

He wanted to play offense. 

Being aggressive for God is your best defense against sin, against giants, against lethargy, against self pity.

Lot …. Climb mountain…no I cant it is dangerous, I want to just live cautiously and play prevent defense.

The best defense is always aggression.

Beginning of wisdom
Wisdom is like everything else, it must have a starting place.

Faith has a beginning.

There must come a time at some point where you say it’s time to start making good decisions, it is time to make a change, my judgement  must be suspended, I need the wisdom of GOD.  

Wisdom is not something that happens, it is something spiritual that begins and dev 

Job 28:28

28 And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.

Ps 19:9

9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.

Ps 111:10-112:1

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.

Prov 1:7

7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Prov 1:20-33

20 Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets:

21 She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying,

22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?

23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you.

24 Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded;

25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof:

26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh;

27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you.

28 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me:

29 For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD:

30 They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof.

31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices.

32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them.

33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.

Prov 8:13

13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.

Prov 9:10

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.

Prov 14:26-27

26 In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge.

27 The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death.

Prov 16:6

6 By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.

Prov 16:6

6 By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.

Prov 22:4

4 By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour,
