OUR DAILY BREAD
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Ps 18:1-17

18:1 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, the servant of the Lord, who spake unto the Lord the words of this song in the day that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul: And he said, 

I will love thee, O LORD, my strength.

2 The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.

3 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.

4 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid.

5 The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented me.

6 In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.

7 Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth.

8 There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it.

9 He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was under his feet.

10 And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind.

11 He made darkness his secret place; his pavilion round about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.

12 At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire.

13 The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire.

14 Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them; and he shot out lightnings, and discomfited them.

15 Then the channels of waters were seen, and the foundations of the world were discovered at thy rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of thy nostrils.

16 He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters.

17 He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them which hated me: for they were too strong for me.

Seems that David perceived an amazing answer to his cries.
He made the claim that some pretty amazing things happened as a result of his prayers.

You and I can read the above Psalm and say “well David is exercising poetic license to overstate reality.” 
What is the explanation for these claims?

1. David was exaggerating. These things never really occurred.
2. He has an overly high opinion of himself, which allows him to misinterpret some of these events as being caused by his prayers.
3. Perhaps he has some insight on God’s response to prayer.    

We as believers in the literal nature of scripture are forced to reject the first two explanations. I must say that it is tempting to accept one of them here in this instance.
Let’s try however to explore the third explanation.

What happens when God’s people pray?

Matt 6:9-11

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread.

Let’s examine this simple request in our savior’s model prayer, “OUR DAILY BREAD”.

Sounds very simple and ordinary. 

In order for that request to be honored there are many amazing things that must converge to produce that bread.

We don’t think about it, we just take the bread, after all it is just a piece of bread but there had to be massive farming operations. 

1.     There had to be a breaking of the earth.

2.     There had to be a very timely sowing of seed.

3.     There had to be a perfect environment created for the miracle of germination to ever occur.
4.     How far does the sunlight have to travel in order for photosynthesis to occur
5. There must be 42 days of below freezing weather in order for the miracle of germination to occur.

6.    There had to be just the right amount of rain on the wheat fields. Not too much, not too little.

7.    The rains had to stop at the appropriate time in order for the wheat to be harvested.

That is just the wheat, then there are all the other ingredients and all the endless processes necessary to produce all of them.
8.      Then the perfect blending of all these ingredients under the watchful eye the baker.

9.      Then the long process of shipping and marketing.

And all that is just the producing of the bread. You still do not have the bread.   
You may say “yea but all these things are not a result of my prayer.

I cant tell you that all these things are necessary in order for you to have the bread that we are commanded to pray and ask for.

Who is qualified to say how much and how often these and other circumstances are manipulated by God in order to meet the needs of his people.

Acts 17:22-28

22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.

23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:

28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.

After reading this passage it is obvious that God contrives such great things as boundaries and borders and cultures in order to create the environment for people to pray or seek God.  
It is certainly not unbelievable to think that he does the same in response to prayer.

The truth is that there is a lot more to answering a prayer than we ever think, even a simple prayer like give us bread.

Ps 113:5-9

Who is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth on high,

6 Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth!

7 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill;
8 That he may set him with princes, even with the princes of his people.

9 He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children. Praise ye the LORD.

Will God dabble in the laws of nature on behalf of a nobody?

Will God influence the mighty on behalf of the humble?   
Stay focused in prayer. 
There is often turning in the wheels of the natural order of things the answer you are waiting on.

God is manipulating things.

Mushrooms spring up in the dark overnight but they are utterly without nutrition, and often poison.

Ps 119:105

105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

This was a practice of the military when they were trying to move troops undetected, they literally had little lamps on there shoes. 

Juast enough light for the next step.

Israel despised MANNA, It came too easy.

“we loathe this light bread”  
