 OUR FATHER NOT OUR TRAINER

Eccl 8:9-12

9 All this have I seen, and applied my heart unto every work that is done under the sun: there is a time wherein one man ruleth over another to his own hurt.

10 And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of the holy, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so done: this is also vanity.

11 Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.

12 Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him:

Eccl 8:9-13

9 I have thought deeply about all that goes on here in the world, where people have the power of injuring each other.
10 I have seen wicked men buried, and as their friends returned from the cemetery, having forgotten all the dead man's evil deeds, these men were praised in the very city where they had committed their many crimes! How odd! 

11 Because God does not punish sinners instantly, people feel it is safe to do wrong. 

12 But though a man sins a hundred times and still lives, I know very well that those who fear God will be better off, 

We are not circus animals.
God is trying to teach us to love and live for him. 

He is not merely attempting to get us to perform.

We do not wear shock collars. We do not wear choke chains.

God does not train us. He wants to teach us the unsearchable mysteries of GOD.  

2 Peter 3:3-11

3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:

6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:

7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,

God is more interested in the kind of people we are than he is training us to jump through his hoops.

Obedience is more sophisticated than we think. God wants our obedience to be a heart thing. This is much harder to achieve than if he were simply training a bunch of carnival elephants.

“If you love me you will keep my commandments”

Loving him is the most necessary part of obeying him.

That is the kind of obedience he is attempting to create in you.  

Rom 6:16-18

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?

17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.

18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.

Eph 6:5-7

5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ;

6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;

7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men:

When you turn your daily activities into service to God, they begin to originate from a deeper place.

Do not be misled by his patience, it does not mean that he is not paying attention. It only means that he is depending on you and I to learn to live the only life that will prosper you beyond death. 
Truth is more than simple facts.

John 1:17

17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

