Planting Gardens in Babylon
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Jer 29:4-15
4 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon;

5 Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them;

6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished.
7 And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.
8 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed.

9 For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, saith the LORD.

10 For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place.

11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.

12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you.

13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.

14 And I will be found of you, saith the LORD: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive.

Jer 31:3-6

3 The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.

4 Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry.

5 Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall eat them as common things.

I know my thoughts concerning you, my love is an everlasting love. I am here to give you hope.

You will be delivered but right now you are in captivity.

We are a people who believe in victory. We believe in deliverance.

But the truth is that there can be no victory without a war. And there can be no deliverance without a captivity.

I will ever stop believing and preaching victory and deliverance but I must also preach and teach how to behave in captivity.

What good is deliverance if we are defeated and diminished when it arrives.

Rev 2:10-13

10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;

13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, (I know what you are doing and I know where you are) even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.
He let them know in Pergomos help will come and you will overcome,  but he told them how to behave while in captivity.

DO NOT BE DEMINISHED!!

Isa 54:7-9

7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee.

8 In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer.

Isa 54:7-9

"For a brief moment I abandoned you,

but with deep compassion I will bring you back. 

8 In a surge of anger 

I hid my face from you for a moment,

but with everlasting kindness I will have compassion on you,"says the LORD your Redeemer. Niv.
1 Peter 1:6-8

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:

7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

Acts 14:22

22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

Every bit as important as the deliverance from captivity is our behavior in captivity.

You must NOT be diminished in your bondage.

Ps 126:4-6
4 Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south.

5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.

6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

Isa 61:1-4

1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;

3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.

The beauty, the joy, the praise are all for the people in mourning.

Back to our text;

Jeremiah told them to plant gardens, build houses, continue to marry, and to give in marriage, so you will not diminish.

I must be careful in preaching this, some will interpret this as accepting defeat, or a capitulation to the enemy, IT IS NOT!

This message is designed to instruct you that the valley of the shadow of death is as real as the green pastures or the still water is, and the way we conduct ourselves in the valley will determine the magnitude of our deliverance.

If we allow ourselves to become “diminished” by the trial before deliverance comes, deliverance may as well not come.

Eph 6:10-15

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

14 Stand therefore, (don’t be diminished)having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

Let’s leave something for him to deliver, let there be a great army left after the captivity which he can lead to VICTORY.
1 Peter 5:10-11


10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.





James 1:2-4


2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;


3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.


4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
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