SLEEPING ON THE SHORT BED

11-27-05 sun. am.

Isa 28:16-20

16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.

17 Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.

18 And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.

19 From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you: for morning by morning shall it pass over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vexation only to understand the report.

20 For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than that he can wrap himself in it.

This was a prophecy concerning the Messiah, The Stone, the precious corner stone.

The Messiah who would be the foundation, another of which no man could lay.

The psalms prophesied the same prophecy.  

Ps 118:22-23

22 The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.

23 This is the LORD's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.

Jesus himself quoted David recorded by Matthew

Matt 21:42-44

42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?

43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.

44 And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.

Peter quoted the same prophecy

Acts 4:11-12

11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

Paul refers to it here

Eph 2:20-22

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:

22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

Peter  
1 Peter 2:6-8

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

When this stone ( the Messiah )comes he will do this:


shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.

18 And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.

The refuge in which you have hidden, the hiding place, is all lies. The covenant with death, the agreement with hell will all be shown to be illegitimate. They are all parts of the network of self deceit. They are all pieces of the imaginary fortress we imagine makes us secure. 

He will rip away the false security and expose you for what you really are.

It is called conviction.

This prophecy regarding the Messiah states plainly that this cornerstone will come and bring judgment and righteousness. 

He will measure you “lay the line” Righteousness to the plummet”

Isa 28:17

 will make justice the measuring line 

and righteousness the plumb line;

The Messiah will change the standard.  

He will not allow you to live hidden in a refuge of lies.  He will penetrate it.

He will rip from us all the little devices which soothe us and he will disquiet us. 

*Ex….. Jn. 4 woman at the well, 
She had a few things hidden in her life, he exposed them and let her know that the fortress she was hiding in was not adequate. 
He put her on the short bed.
*     Woman caught in adultery or rather the Pharisees caught in hypocricy. 

He turned their security into conviction with a twitching of his finger.

He flung them from the luxury of their plush beds of self assurance right on to that intolerable short bed of conviction. 

*         Simon the Pharisee with the woman who wet his feet with tears,  
He forces them out of their fortress of lies,

He informs them that their arrangement with their conscience is now a thing of the past,
 that death and hell are real and inevitable and any pact made with them will not be honored, he has come to let us know that our sense of security has been entirely false.

In rendering this amazing prophecy Isaiah employs an excellent metaphor, “sleeping on the short bed” trying to cover with a narrow blanket.
*Saul – it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

Your life has been hard because your conscience has been exposed 

We can only be at peace in our lives when we cast ourselves upon this stone and be broken, or we will be sentenced to live the rest of our days and the whole of eternity with the constant squirming of a man or woman who is trying to get comfortable with their lost condition. 

Come cast yourself down today onto this rock and be broken, you have spent your last night on the short bed, 

You do not have to go home and try to cover yourself with the inadequate blanket of your own assurances. 

SLEEP IN PEACE TONITE

You can sleep in peace tonite.   Come to this stone now and make your way from the short bed of conviction onto this place of peace and he will give you peace and rest for your soul.

Let his righteousness cover you it is the new standard. And you will never be at peace in your life until you shed the “filthy rags of your own righteousness and put on the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
Gal 3:27

27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Matt 11:28-29
28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
