SANBALLAT’S WORST NIGHTMARE
1. RIDICULE
Neh 4:1-10…….16- 18
4:1 When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly incensed. He ridiculed the Jews, 2 and in the presence of his associates and the army of Samaria, he said, "What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble-burned as they are?"

3 Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, "What they are building-if even a fox climbed up on it, he would break down their wall of stones!" 

4 Hear us, O our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give them over as plunder in a land of captivity. 5 Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins from your sight, for they have thrown insults in the face of the builders. 

6 So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all their heart.
6 So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work.KJV 

7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the men of Ashdod heard that the repairs to Jerusalem's walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they were very angry. 8 They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 9 But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat. 

10 Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, "The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall."(from New International Version)

4:16-18

16 From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and armor. The officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah 17 who were building the wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a weapon in the other, 18 and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. But the man who sounded the trumpet stayed with me. 

(from New International Version)

Neh 6:1-13

6:1 When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that I had rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it-though up to that time I had not set the doors in the gates- 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: 

2. LET’S  BE FRIENDS

"Come, let us meet together in one of the villages on the plain of Ono." 

But they were scheming to harm me; 3 so I sent messengers to them with this reply: "I am carrying on a great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down to you?" 4 Four times they sent me the same message, and each time I gave them the same answer. 

5 Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same message, and in his hand was an unsealed letter 6 in which was written: 

3.  PEOPLE ARE TALKING ABOUT YOU
"It is reported among the nations-and Geshem says it is true-that you and the Jews are plotting to revolt, and therefore you are building the wall. Moreover, according to these reports you are about to become their king 7 and have even appointed 
prophets to make this proclamation about you in Jerusalem: 'There is a king in Judah!' Now this report will get back to the king; so come, let us confer together." 

8 I sent him this reply: "Nothing like what you are saying is happening; you are just making it up out of your head." 

9 They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, "Their hands will get too weak for the work, and it will not be completed." 

[But I prayed,] "Now strengthen my hands."
4. FEAR AND INTIMIDATION
10 One day I went to the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was shut in at his home. He said, "Let us meet in the house of God, inside the temple, and let us close the temple doors, because men are coming to kill you-by night they are coming to kill you." 

11 But I said, "Should a man like me run away? Or should one like me go into the temple to save his life? I will not go!" 12 I realized that God had not sent him, but that he had prophesied against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13 He had been hired to intimidate me so that I would commit a sin by doing this, and then they would give me a bad name to discredit me. 

Every “Great Work” has it’s own Sanballats.
Jesus as he began his ministry ( the greatest of all works ) was tempted in the wilderness by Satan himself.

The greatest fear of Sanballat is that the work succeed.

Every Moses has a Cora.

Every Paul has an Alexander the coppersmith.

Every Isaac has an Ishmael.

Ps 37:23-24

23 If the LORD delights in a man's way,he makes his steps firm; 

24 though he stumble, he will not fall,for the LORD upholds him with his hand. 

(from New International Version)

Acts 14:20-22

20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.

21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch,

22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

1 Cor 15:58

58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

Gal 6:9

9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

SANBALLAT’S WORST NIGHTMARE IS A PEOPLE WHO JUST WILL NOT QUIT.
The pine tree over in the little field next to the church.
I avoided it at first because I didn’t want to cut down the little pine tree. 

Now I avoid it because I don’t want to destroy my bush-hog.

We are reaching the place where we are becoming the force to be avoided by the enemy. 

