THE NEXT WORSE THING
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1 Peter 3:18-22

18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

19 By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison;

20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.

21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

Conscience; 
It was given by God in the garden as a means to prevent man from living permanently in their sin. It is not a beautiful thing, it is the next worse thing to damnation. 
As Martin Luther said “Dwelling in sin and darkness is, in itself, not the worst thing that can befall us, for we are born in sin.

…it is that he loves and defends it.

To sin and to err because of human weakness is understandable, but to condone and to justify it, to declare it perfectly proper is devilish.
Gen 3:2-13

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.

8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?

10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.

11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.

13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

This knowledge produced guilt
Which produced shame

Which produced fear

Which produced the first betrayal ……this remains the model for backsliding.
  The conscience is a miserable bedfellow.

As was illustrated by the first family. The virgin race of humans was, for the first time inundated with shame and regret, and sorrow, and fear, 
The conscience of man is awakened and we live with the instinct 

With the God given alarm system

With the internal knowledge that violated our innocence.

The commandment was given.( THIS IS THE BEST WAY )
If the commandment was broken, then conscience.

Most deceptions in order to be successful contain a modicum of truth.

The more truth a lie contains, the more persuasive it becomes.

When the serpent beguiled Eve in the garden, his lie for the ages contained a great truth. He told her that her eyes would be opened and that she would know good and EVIL. Gen. 3:5
This was perhaps the truest lie ever told.

It is true that upon their disobedience to God’s commandment, their eyes were open and they became aware of good and EVIL.
The lie was this, that they would not die as a result of EVIL and that God did not want them to experience evil because of his selfish motives. Because he feared them. 

But the rest of the lie was true.

What is so seductive about evil anyway, why do we insist on experiencing it ?

Why does a man who lives in a happy home with harmony and peace insist on knowing what it feels like to be an adulterer?

Why must he sample guilt when he doesn’t have to?

This knowledge he craves will do nothing but torment him, it will frustrate him.    

What is it about the evil that hangs on the branch in the garden of life that is so irresistible.
And it’s appeal is magnified if we know that someone doesn’t want us to do it.
The illusion is sold that we are somehow “sticking it to the man” when we take our part in the evil.

But the conscience of man can not be managed.
It must be fixed, one way or another;

*The first they did was to try to cover it up.

*The next step is, they ran away and hid from GOD.

* They blamed each other.

They immediately changed their view of themselves

                                                                   GOD

                                                                  Each other

CONSCIENCE
Must be;

1 Tim 4:2

2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

Heb 10:2

2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins.

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:
Why do people vanish after baptism?

They couldn’t live with their conscience, once it is assuaged, if they did not build a relationship with GOD they are gone  again.
