The Importance of Doctrine
The Rock of Ares was better known as Mars hill, the first century. Athens Greece was the seed bed of mythology, the hot bed of idolatry where small “g” gods were springing from the yearning imaginations of men with great imaginative intellects.

None of these great thinkers of Greece knew that there was a man in town that day who was the intellectual equal of any of the god makers. This man was an authority on all matters deity. He was certain that he had spotted between the lines of their myths and between the monuments and sculptures the longing and heretofore unsatisfied quest for connection. This was a man who could detect a designer deity from a mile away and he knew the way things worked. You identify a mystery, a phenomenon of some sort, then you custom create a deity to supply explanation if not access to this higher idea, mystery or phenomenon.      

This fellow as well as his idolatrous counterparts was aware that Creation itself is the greatest and richest reservoir of these phenomena. The natural world (creation), is the most persuasive argument that could be made for the existence of a supernatural world. This little tentmaker knew that they were at the very least interested in the explanation for life and all these grand mysteries such as sun, moon, stars, space and time as well as those a little closer to home like death and pain, love and hate and redemption etc.. This creation is still our greatest witness today, sworn to truth, if not the whole truth, certainly nothing but the truth.  This creation allows us to see the strings without showing us who or what may be pulling them. The who or what must either be left to our fertile imaginations to conjure, or we have a means by which these phenomena are identified and labeled, as well as our prescribed reaction to them, it is what we call Biblical doctrine.

Common sense tells us that there is entirely too much design, too much order for creation to be the result of any series of random events governed only by chance and physics. And even if they are governed by chance and physics, it should be asked, who governs chance and physics. They knew and we know that the natural world is far too complex to be the dumb luck of any series of uncaused events.  

 This fabulous creation that serves as the star witness, testifying as to the existence of deity, seems also to be the greatest obstacle to believing in any single deity. The same design and grandeur of the natural world which insists that it had to have had design, is also so enormously vast that it is hard to imagine it being made, maintained and managed by any single designer. It seems unimaginable that the same one who created the molten core of the earth also created something so subtle a sense of humor.  So brilliant men have disassembled creation and have isolated then identified and labeled many of the countless marvels of creation and assigned them each a deity, each of which in turn would be assigned a legend.

These tales are fancy. They are amazing. They must be, they are our introduction to the “gods”. They could hardly be ordinary and boring could they? Really, imagine Zeus born in a stable. Mercury without a place to lay his head, Hercules keeping company with small fry fishermen and IRS agents. 

This slight little gentleman with a malformed posture and a feeble gait somehow towered over every chiseled, sculpted Adonis sporting the rippled stomachs and python biceps and other godlike features. Somehow or another the crowd was gathering around this little guy rather than these images devoted to physical beauty and intellect. The artfully crafted images of graven narcissism that cast shadows over the city had lost their ability to intrigue the population and people were once again looking for “some new thing” to tower over their city. 

The crowd draws a larger crowd, Folks were intrigued by this man and his forwardness. Then one of them heard him say “I’m just passing through town” “I saw your devotions” he said as I was passing through I couldn’t help but be struck by the immensity of it all.

“You are way too superstitious around here”. You’ve made this much more difficult than it actually is. Superstition is the natural alternative to sound doctrine. Superstition is the proper name for all false doctrine.     

He is saying hey!! It’s not that hard, this ain’t rocket science people. You are really outsmarting yourselves here. You have a deity and a monument for every imaginable phenomenon and you still felt the need to build an alter to the yet undiscovered, to the yet unexplained, this is a monument to the dissatisfaction, to the “god fatigue” of a population. This dissatisfaction and a fatigue will always be present when true doctrine is not. 

This one devotion this one shrine without legend is the one which testifies to the impotence of all the others. Paul says that this is the one I’m going to explain to you all, and he did.

This monument was inscribed with the inscription “To The Unknown God”. To the GOD that is larger than any legend, which cannot be contained in myth. This was a monument to the certainty that all other monuments were ineffectual. Paul said this is the only GOD you need and he was. Then he stated to them an amazing proclamation, he said you are not really that far off. “ he is not far from any of you.” With all the idolatry and pagan practices they still had the hard part already taken care of, the desire, the intellectual curiosity, the passion was already there, all they needed was the right information, the right doctrine. Paul gave it to them that day. You may read about all this in Acts 17.

Jesus told the woman at the well in Jn.4 that “if you knew” the gift of God and who you are talking to, you would ask him and he would give to you living water …

Jesus seemed convinced that the only thing missing in this woman’s life was the proper doctrine. If she had that knowledge, he seemed to think everything else was already present in order for her to “never thirst again”. 

I think of the wise men that had traveled in the neighborhood of two years following a star. These Magi were from the Far East and were obviously practitioners of forbidden practice of astrology. They had the passion and the desire and the intellectual curiosity necessary to get as far as Jerusalem. They were not really that far off. It was there at Jerusalem where the trail obviously went cold, so they stopped and asked where the child would be born. It was then that the scribes were obliged to quote the book of Micah ch.5 and told them that he would be born in Bethlehem. They made it as far as Jerusalem, some mere five miles from the lowly manger, where the savior of the world was laid. The scribes had the correct doctrine with none of the passion and desire and both they and the Magi were the exact equal distance, (five miles) from Jesus.   
The old saying is “you don’t want to switch horses in mid-stream”. I’m not sure what that means but if these men had not been willing to do just that, their two year journey would have been utterly wasted. It was essential at some point that the proper information be injected into all that passion and purpose or it all becomes pointless. Five miles may as well be five thousand if you don’t know where to go from here. The importance of true doctrine cannot be overstated when given to the sincere and to the wandering, it serves as little more than fodder for arguments when given to the insincere and self satisfied.
My formative years as a minister were spent after I graduated Bible college. 
I became exposed to the seductive idea that we all (all Christian movements) were all going the same direction, that we all had similar goals and similar beliefs etc…  and the only thing holding us back was all that pesky doctrinal nit-picking. The passion, desire and good intentions are all we need. After all we all believe in Jesus don’t we? I will confess that at that impressionable age these ideas were attractive to me. I was, however and am still committed to sound doctrine. Twenty years ago I heard voices who were saying then that we Christians should cast aside the essentiality of our doctrine in the interest of unity. Many of these same voices are now saying that we Christians should cast away our insistence that Jesus is the only way. Christianity, Islam, Judaism and many others are very similar in our beliefs and goals and the only thing keeping us apart is all this pesky religious exclusivity. All we really need is the passion and sincerity and desire and tolerance. After all we all believe in God don’t we?    
Biblical doctrine is the way we label the mysteries and phenomena of God and creation, it is the only way we can discern truth from superstition. The moment we decide that doctrine is not important, we forfeit the value of all our passion and desire. Our good intentions and desire may take us close to God but we will never find him without the scribes. Doctrine is the guidance system for all that passion. 

It is important to remind you that the Magi and the Scribes were an equal distance from the savior, and that doctrine alone will not span the distance between God and man. It is the proper mixture of truth and spirit, spirit and truth.  
Biograpy

Daniel Whitley is pastor and founder of Revival Church U.P.C. in Searcy Ar founded August 17 1994. He is married to Margaret Whitley with three children; Joel, Erin, and Gracie . Pastor Whitley is the author of the book “A Pitchers Purpose” (available through Pentecostal Publishing) as well as many Bible study books covering many subjects.      

