The kids and the cows
1-1-06  sun. am.

This is the new year. 

This is a time in which everybody is looking back over the past year or number of years and picking their lives apart. Then we all come to a conclusion that this is what we need to do to make our lives better. We call them resolutions. 
We resolve that this thing or that thing is wrong with our lives. we identify the issues which are troublesome to us. Then we resolve to fix them.

The truth is that we knew overeating was bad in 2005, it is not that we just came to the realization today. The thing about today is that we kind of feel like 2005 is officially in the “PAST” and that this would be an ideal time to move past these issues.

We should never forget that our great issue is SIN. Our greatest obstacle is our pride and cynicism. 
This would be a great day to swallow our pride, banish our cynicism and walk away from your SIN. 

We have a wonderful church in which there are many Children and youth. 

Many who have not yet been taught the cynicism, pride, and negativity that we all take for granted.  

 Buried treasure  

The innocence and simple faith of children were of enormous value to Jesus.

In the scripture he commands that we return to that simple faith and to purify our hearts.  
Heb 11:6

6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Jonah 4:5-11

5 So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.

6 And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.

7 But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered.

8 And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live.

9 And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death.

10 Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night:

11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?
THE KIDS
The ones who could not tell their right hand from their left were obviously children.

A new generation with new potential they do not even know right from left, they can still be taught truth.  Jonah, if you will go preach truth to these people who don’t know anything yet, there can be a generation to come that fears and loves GOD.

THE COWS

The cattle were mentioned because they were the hope of he adult population. In those cattle God saw sacrifices of repentance.

As long as repentance is possible, it is not too late. 

He sees the innocence and potential of the young, and the hope of the adults.

KIDS
Matt 18:1-5

18:1 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?

2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them,

3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me.

Childlike innocence forestalls judge. 
Children are not cynical.

Buried treasure.

THE COWS
Matt 12:20

20 A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory.

2 Peter 3:3-9

3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:

6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:

7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

The potential for repentance forestalls judgment.
Kids and cows alone were the catalyst in one of the greatest outpouring of MERCY in all of history. One of he greatest revivals in all human history was caused by people who didn’t know their right hand from left, and some cows.

Let’s keep our childlike faith and our capacity to repent.

