WATCH YOUR STEP
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Ps 37:21-27

21 The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth.

22 For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth; and they that be cursed of him shall be cut off.

23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.

24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.

25 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.

26 He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed.

27 Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore.

Ps 37:23-24

3 The steps of good men are directed by the Lord. He delights in each step they take. 
24 If they fall it isn't fatal, for the Lord holds them with his hand.
Living Bible
Jer 10:23-24

23 O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. We are not capable of correctly plotting our own course

24 O LORD, correct me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. 

I know I’m stupid but don’t get mad at me.

Prov 16:25

25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death

Prov 16:25

5 There is a way that seems right to a man,but in the end it leads to death. (from New International Version)

HOW IMPORTANT IS EACH STEP?
Talk about fate, talk about how each and every moment in your life is built directly on the previous moment.

You avoided a fatal crash because The red light you caught the green caused you to arrive at work tthree minutes earlier, because you woke up 60 seconds earlier because the dog started barking because you forgot to feed him because you were late getting home because the tire was flat because you didn’t pay attention to it because you were going to trade it in but you didn’t  because you were too bust Saturday with mowing the grass.  
Every move we make plays an important role in the outcome.

James 4:13-17

13 Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:

14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.

15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.

16 But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.
17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

James 4:13-17

13 Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." 16 As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. 17 Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.(from New International Version)

People are waiting for that moment when their life is going to get better. It never does.

You will never arrive anywhere that your steps do not lead you to. 

It is not just you who is effected
By what you do today, it is your children and you grandchildren WHO WILL be affected one way or the other by the decisions you make today.

My Grandmother..

Acts 26:27-29

27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest.

28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.

29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.

Let’s speculate 

Paul was accused of bringing Greeks into the temple.

1.The Jews in Asia accused him.

2. he was brought before the council of the Jews

3. Felix the Roman governor of Judea

4. festus the Roman governor

5. Agrippa – Herod Aggripa II
- had appealed to Caesar, emperor of the world empire 
There is Agrippa hanging in the balance. Before him the most persuasive man on earth. 
Almost
It could have gone either way. He was in the balance. 

But for whatever reason he said NO. and we know how things played out.

Now let’s just for fun speculate what might have been, had he gone the other way. And it WAS close, it easily could have gone the other way.

1. if Agrippa had decided that day to become a true Chritian.(which he almost did) There almost certainly would not have been the kind of persecution of Chistians, Maybe even a Christian nation.

2. Romans would not have turned on the early Church

3. Constantine could not have done what he did.

4. No counsil of nicea

5. No Roman catholic church ( million of lives spared)

6. none of the split offs of the RCC

7. no denominations

8. Columbus would not have sailed when he did to discover America in 1492.

9. No settlers fleeing religious persecution

10. No USA

11. No WWI

12. WWII

Prov 3:5-13

5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.

9 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction:

12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.

