WITHOUT GOD/ WITHOUT HOPE
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Eph 2:12-13

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

Being without hope and being without God are related.

There is a correlation between the secularization of our society and the suicide rate in our society. 

There is a connection between the removal of GOD from our society an the epidemic of depression in our world today.
Ps 43:5-44:1

5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

Heb 11:1-2

11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Hope comes before faith. 

Hope is what shines through when faith wears thin.

Ex. Man at pool of bethsesda. No faith(I have no man)

Rom 15:4

4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime  O.T.  were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.
Lam 3:24-27

24 The LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.

25 The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. Use the illustration of a green persimmon.
26 It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD.
Rom 8:24-26

24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?

25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.

The moment you get what you hope for you are HOPELESS.
Eccl 2:1-10

2:1 I thought in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out what is good." But that also proved to be meaningless. 2 "Laughter," I said, "is foolish. And what does pleasure accomplish?" 3 I tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly-my mind still guiding me with wisdom. I wanted to see what was worthwhile for men to do under heaven during the few days of their lives. 

4 I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards. 5 I made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. 6 I made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees. 7 I bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in my house. I also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusalem before me. 8 I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces. I acquired men and women singers, and a harem as well-the delights of the heart of man. 9 I became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before me. In all this my wisdom stayed with me. 

10 I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; 

I refused my heart no pleasure. 

My heart took delight in all my work, 

and this was the reward for all my labor.

(from New International Version)

Alexander the great wept upon the conquest of the then known world. 

There is something generally dissatisfying about this life.

HOPE IN GOD.

Col 3:1-4

3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
1 Cor 15:19-20

19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.
THIS IS THE MEANING OF DEPRESSION
You have hope in GOD.

