Why Prodigals Come Home

7-25-04 sun pm.

1.

Luke 15:11-23

11 And he said, A certain man had two sons:

12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.

13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.

15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:

Why did the prodigal return??

1. Was it because he realized how wrong he had been?

2. Was it because he realized how right his father had been?

3. He realized how much his father loved him?

4. He realized how little the world loved him?

5. Was it because he felt guilty for his decisions?

6.  Felt sorry for his Father?

7. felt obligated to his family?

I would like to think that his return was due to any of these more noble causes, however the scripture tells us otherwise.

His reason for returning can be summed up in one word,…..BREAD. 

2.

The woman with the issue of blood.

She only came to Jesus because there were no more doctors and no more money to spend on them.

DID THAT KEEP JESUS FROM TOUCHING HER?...    NO!!

John Newton laid his finger on the essence of the relationship that GOD has with man, when he wrote the most sang words in the world. Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me………...  

3.

Did it matter that if the thief that hung next to him were anywhere other that hanging on a cross he would not be calling out to JESUS?...NO it didn't matter 

There are those who would have never come to GOD if you hadn't lost your job.

If you spouse hadn't walked out the door on you.

Most of us came to Jesus when there was no place left to go.

SO GREAT IS THE FATHERS LOVE

Zech 9:17

 For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! 

He doesn't care why you come, just come to him.

Some come because they are weak,

Some come because they are heavy laiden,

I will give you rest

He says come unto me for I am meek and lowly.

