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1.    SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE?
Key Verse
INTRODUCTION:

Our society has utterly devalued the great institution of marriage. I was amazed a few years ago when one of the major television networks produced a primetime program called “Divorce Court” where Americans could tune in and be entertained and amused by the destruction of a family. Little did I know that I was seeing the very tip of the iceberg. Now we are seeing idiotic programs like “who wants to marry a millionaire” where a bunch of gold digging ding-bats compete to marry some guy for his money. “The Bachelor” “The Bachelorette” where there is a contrived classless competition by a group of shameless contestants to marry the star of the show. All of this is designed to titillate mindless Americans at the expense of God’s original and most sacred institution, marriage.   “Married by America” where brainless viewers get to choose who the latest contestant is to marry.  These are just a few of the ridiculous programs that people are watching by the millions. Each of these programs in there own way trivialize marriage. Then Britney Spears marries some guy in Las Vegas for a day or so then annuls it. We witness the incestuous revolving door of marriage and divorce in Hollywood. These are the role models for the youth of this generation.   

If you are watching and being amused by this slaughtering of marriage and family, please do not feign anger and indignation when America begins recognizing gay marriage and every other kind of abomination. That would be a little hypocritical in my opinion. It is simply the natural progression of a culture which places no value on marriage. 
There must be people who value and defend marriage. Should you choose to be one of those people who defend marriage, what are you going to defend? Are you going to defend the marriage model of the 1920’s or 30’s or 50’s or perhaps the model of the 18th  or 19th century. Who is to say which is superior to the others?

The model of marriage I find most defensible is the New Testament version of marriage.   
A.        The letter that JESUS wrote: 

2 Cor 3:3
 3 You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. (from New International Version)

Jesus himself never wrote a single verse of scripture. He left that to the Apostles and Prophets, however he has in his own way (and I might say a more effective way) written to this world the things he wants communicated to them.

It has often been said that “you are the only Bible that some will ever read”

This is true and Jesus knew it way back then. Therefore Jesus did his writing not with parchments and pens but with his spirit into the hearts of men and women.

Every area of a Christian life is a chapter revealing some message that Jesus would want taught to this world.

When Jesus wanted to teach this world concerning his relationship with his church the area of life that he chose to illustrate this sacred relationship is the sacred institution of marriage.

There is something very sacred depicted in the institution of marriage.

In marriage is the message, the letter he writes. This is the reason it must be an accurate representation of Jesus Christ and his Church.

Read Eph. 5:21-33 to see how the relationship of Husband and Wife parallels that of Christ and the Church.

We see in this passage the complete parallel (even as) between these two relationships.
We see in marriage the “profile” of Jesus and his Church.

These two relationships are not independent from one another: they are interdependent upon one another.

B. MARRING THE PROFILE

(Distorting the letter)
You can imagine that a relationship that has that type of symbolic value is held in very high regard by GOD. You can assume that anyone misrepresenting this “epistle” that Christ wrote will meet with the extreme displeasure of GOD.

1 Peter 3:7

7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker ______________, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your _______________ be not ________________.

2.  THE ROLES WE PLAY
A.  HUSBAND (The initiator) 
B.  WIFE (The reactor)
The example of the husband’s responsibility to initiate sacrificially was provided in the first marriage.
Gen 2:23-24

23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

24 Therefore shall a __________ leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his ____________: and they shall be one flesh.

This was, in my opinion, the first prophecy in the Bible 
concerning Christ. It was Messianic and symbolic.
1 Tim 2:14

14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.

His Mother
John 19:26-27

26 When Jesus therefore saw his _____________, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his ______________, Woman, behold thy son!

27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.

His Father
Matt 27:46

46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

 
Eph 5:21-33

21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.

22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.

23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.

24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.

29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.

31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.
Col 3:18-21

18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.

The model for this principle; 
1 John 4:19

19 We love him, because he first loved us.

Rom 5:8

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.


Secondary responsibilities;
Titus 2:4

4 That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,

This is the only time in scripture where the wife is told to love her husband.
And it’s not the same love .philandros (fil'-an-dros);  fond of . affectionate  
1Peter 3:7
7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.

This is the only time in scripture where the husband is told to honor his wife, and it’s not the same honor. time (tee-may'; a value, valuables; by analogy, esteem (especially of the highest degree)

The Husband’s primary responsibility is to____________.

The wife’s primary responsibility is to ________________. 
The Husband’s secondary responsibility is to ______________________

The Wife’s secondary responsibility is to ______________________

THIS IS ALL WE GET HERE IN THIS LIFE.


B.     LAWS GOVORNING;


1 Cor 7:1-16

7:1 Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman.

2 Nevertheless, to avoid ________________, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband.

3 Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.

4 The wife hath ________  ___________ of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath _______  __________ of his own body, but the wife.

5 Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency. (Spirituality is the only thing that should supplant intimacy in a marriage.)


___________________________The permissible______________________________

6 But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment.

7 For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that.

8 I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I.

9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.

____________________The non-negotiable_________________________

10 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife _________________ from her husband:

11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband _________  __________ his wife.

______________________The advisable____________________________

12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.

13 And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her ______  __________  ________.

14 For the unbelieving husband is _______________ by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is ________________ by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they ___________.

15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.

16 For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt __________ thy husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt __________ thy wife?
How does this “Sanctification” occur?
How does a Husband sanctify his wife?

Eph.5:25-26 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does the Wife sanctify her husband?

1 Pet. 3: 1-7 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2 Cor 6:14-18

14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,

18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

Rephrase these proverbs in your own words.

Prov 9:6

6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prov 13:20

20 He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prov 14:7

7 Go from the presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not in him the lips of knowledge.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prov 17:12

12 Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prov 22:10

10 Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and reproach shall cease.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prov 22:24

24 Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1 Cor 5:9-11

9 I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators:

10 Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world.

11 But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.

1 Cor 15:33-34

33 Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." 34 Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of God-I say this to your shame. 

(from New International Version)

CYCLE OF NEED


[image: image1]
CYCLE OF LOVE

[image: image2] 
On Mother’s day 2004 I wrote a paraphrase of the description of the “Virtuous woman” recorded in proverbs chapter 31. I have had a large number of requests for a copy of this particular writing, so I decided to include it in this workbook. She is a great woman, a great wife and a great mother and would serve as a “super-model” for the Christian ladies of today.
LADIES

Prov 31:10-31        (From the new not so international version of Whitley)
10 If you could find a truly wonderful lady this is what she would be like, she would be worth more than money or any kind of jewel to her husband 11 because he knows he can trust her. He finds that he doesn’t need anything else. She cares about her husband and seeks to help and encourage him 12 and will not hinder or belittle him as long as she lives. 13 She searches for things to do and works very hard even manual labor. 14 She goes to enormous lengths to treat her family, nothing is too good for them. 15 She’s up before daylight if necessary to prepare breakfast for everyone. She has the day planned before the servants get out of bed. 16 She is not a ding-bat, she is capable of doing business; she can be trusted to evaluate things and make wise investments then to work hard to make them successful. 17 She fights fatigue and remains energetic. 18 She watches for bargains. She works far into the night! 19 When all the needs of her family are met she keeps working for others such as the poor and the lost. 21 She has no fear of hardship or of being caught unprepared in her house. She has been pro-active and has anticipated the hardships and everyone is prepared. 22 When she does something it is done with excellence; she dresses with dignity and respect she is a picture of class. 23 She does not get the credit she deserves; she makes all those around her look so much better. It is because of her that her husband is well known, and well respected by others. 24 As if she didn’t have enough to do she helps make a living by using the skills learned while providing for her loved ones. 25 She is a woman of strength and dignity, she is happy, has no regrets and does not fear age. 26 What she says is wise and if it is not kind she will not say it, she doesn’t gossip or criticize.  27 She is too busy looking out for everybody that she doesn’t have time to sit on the couch, eat ho- ho’s and watch soap opras. 28 Her kids and her husband are not embarrassed to stand and elevate her publicly and this is what they say: 29 "There’s a lot of fine ladies out there, but you are better than any of them!" 30Then they say” Charm is deceptive and nobody is twenty one forever,” but a woman who respects the things of GOD will maintain their appeal and will be recognized. 31 Recognized for the many amazing things she does. In the end it is all this hard work and faithfulness that fulfill her as a woman and more than the surface things that this shallow world values ever could.

2 Cor 3:3


3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the ______________ of ____________ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.





Eph 5:21-33


21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.


22______________, submit yourselves unto your own ______________, as unto the Lord.


23 For the husband is the head of the wife, ___________  ______ Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.


24 Therefore _____ the church is subject unto Christ, _______ let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.


25 Husbands, love your wives, __________  _______ Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;


26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,


27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.


28 ________ ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.


29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, _____________  ______ the Lord the church:


30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.


31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.


32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.


33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular ________ love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.





Mal 2:13-17


13 Another thing you do: You flood the LORD's altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands.


 14 You ask, "Why?" It is because the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. 


15 Has not [the LORD] made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth. 


16 "I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel, "and I hate a man's covering himself with violence as well as with his garment," says the LORD Almighty. 


So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith. 


17 You have wearied the LORD with your words. (New International Version)





It is important to note that Adam was not deceived when he sinned. This was Adam leaving his father (Luke 3:38) In order to “cleave” unto his wife





This was also the pattern of the second Adam (Jesus). His bride is the church. (2 Cor 11:2)





So from the very beginning the marriage of man and woman has served as a model for Christ and the Church.





Christ is the initiator in his relationship with his church, and the church is the reciprocator. Our devotion to him is initiated by his sacrifice for us. This is the model for Husband and Wife. It is extremely important that these roles do not become confused. This model has worked for 2000 years in his relationship with the church and it will work today in your marriage.





Eccl. 9:9 Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun.











