To the saints and members of Revival Church U.P.C.:

The year 2005 was a good year and the condition of the Church is good.

2005 was not a great year for the church, notwithstanding that it was a great year in the individual lives of some members. As a whole, however, it was not a great year for the Church. And the condition of the Church, while good, it is not everything I, as pastor, would like for it to be.

Our numerical growth has continued to be steady, and for that I am thankful.

Financially we are on firmer footing than we have ever been.

I need EVERYONE to know what we are doing here. We are still in the process of BUILDING THIS CHURCH. Everyone needs to know that our church is yet in its infancy. There are things which most other congregations have taken for granted for generations that are only now being established in our Church. 

Ex. In the year 2005 this church paid off its first parking lot EVER.

(For the first seven years, there was no parking lot to pay for.) 

We are in an enviable position from a physical standpoint. We occupy nearly 18 acres with nearly 20,000 square feet of building space in an increasingly prime commercial part of the community. It must not be underestimated what a Herculean feat this has been in our short history as a Church.
Our debt is considerable, yet compared to our assets it is quite small. We owe approximately $170,000 on this building, and approximately $110,000 on the building behind this one.

$280,000 is a considerable amount of debt, to be sure, but our assets will insure for no less than $800,000 and upon completion will doubtless be well over $1,000,000.  This does not account for the value of the land (17.86 acres). 

We have a great deal to be thankful for. 

Our building fund is presently larger than it has ever been, largely due to an extremely generous gift from The Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ which donated the funds from the sale of property to the building fund of this congregation. We thank Brother Tucker, Brother Evans and all those who were instrumental in this. 

Also the sacrificial giving of the “His Hour” program has contributed to the building fund greatly. This program has completely retired the parking lot debt which we had carried for over four years.  This program, as much as anything, has changed the financial outlook of the church.     
I will not take the time now to trumpet every triumph we have had in the past year or two, however it is sufficient to say that it has been miraculous to be a part of.  
The spiritual condition of the Church is another subject altogether. It should not be assumed that because God has blessed us immeasurably in the natural realm that he necessarily approves of our performance or our spiritual condition.

I would like to address some of these issues:
*While we are steadily prospering in many measurable ways, I feel we have perhaps digressed in some intangible, less measurable ways.

*There has been a decline in the enthusiasm for the things of God as a whole. 
*Blessings come with the risk that we will forget their source. 

*While the number of people attending this church has increased, the faithfulness in attendance has decreased.

*The participation in almost every area has declined. From the participation in Choir, to the participation in altar services, to the cooperation in such simple things as special meals and pot luck dinners. It is still good but I have seen this Church really work together and I know that we can do so much better. There have been some events for which NO-ONE showed up,….ouch.
* The atmosphere in the Church while mostly harmonious is not charged with praise and worship the way it has been in times past. The atmosphere in which people’s lives are changed, in which people are filled with the Holy Ghost depends on the Church to a large degree. We have simply been DESTRACTED. Pray with me the prayer “REVIVE US AGAIN”!!! 

* I want to challenge every member of this congregation. 

Evaluate your life. Of what does it consist? I want to ask for new commitment from every one of us to refocus. I want to plead with each of you to recommit to your GOD, to your Church, and to your priorities. If you cannot fully commit to this Church, you should find a truth-preaching Church that you can fully commit to, and commit.
I want to challenge you.
I want to challenge the leadership of this church. 
 Pastor-
Leadership begins in the office of the pastor.
I will commit to you that this year I will run “a tighter ship”. 

I will offer leadership in areas where in the past I have been passive. If this appears to be abrasive, I ask your indulgence and patience, but change must begin in the pastor’s office.   

 Youth- 
I want a commitment from the youth leadership that there will be improvement in the youth program.  The youth program is good but we need better planning and execution of events.  I want commitment from every young person in this place that you will make every effort to support your leaders and never to attempt to cause them problems. I want more prayer, more worship, more faithfulness, more support from our youth. In the past year, many of our young people have flirted with rebellion, and now is the time to “cut it out”  and to unite!  

 Sunday school-

In the Sunday school department I want improved communication with the rest of the church and better coordination with the other ministries in the church. I am asking for a Sunday school program that is both an outreach to the community as well as a visible and integral part of the larger church. I want a commitment from the parents to support the Sunday school department when they attempt a project. The last time the Sunday school department attempted to perform a play for the congregation they could not get the parents to bring their children to rehearsals, so the event was canceled.        
Choir-
Interest in the choir has diminished as it has in virtually every other area of the church. We are not going to have choir for a while. We will have choir for the upcoming Friends’ Day service. I would like to ask for a commitment from all the former choir members to rededicate to the choir for this one service and for the numerous practices necessary to make it a success. If you have recently refrained from choir I am asking you to come back. You will be receiving request notices for your participation.  
None of these challenges are likely to be successful without the support of the Church at large.
To the Church in general, I ask you all to lend your enthusiasm to everything that goes on at the church.  You truly are the most important part of the Church.

Participate in every prayer and altar service.

I would like for many of the Church to be more verbal in your endorsement of the work here. “ Let the redeemed of the Lord SAY SO”.

Let us always work on our assimilation skills.  ASSIMILATE, ASSIMILATE, ASSIMILATE    !!!!!  

200!  What now.
The new building- update

His hour – direction

