But he was a leper…
2 Kings 5:1  Naaman… but he was a leper
Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.
Who was Naaman?  
A military commander.  A great man. Highly regarded. Through him, Naaman, the LORD God had given victory. God was active in his life!  He was a valiant soldier.  What a resume…  oh wait… there is one more thing written here…  But he was a leper.
Don’t you just hate the word but…  It usually negates everything that was said previously. It’s a contradiction.
In Politics most of the advertisements and debates focus on the “but”s…  This candidate said this, but… he did this.  This candidate did these things, but… it was the wrong thing to do because...

Many lives and reputations have been ruined because some negative starts to define them. So it is with Naaman.  He would have been a great guy to know, but he’s a leper. It would be good to hang out with such a person of valiant character, but he suffers from leprosy.  He’s a victorious warrior, but you could get leprosy around that guy.  Soon all you see is the leprosy. 
Have you ever had something negative define you?
Yeah… but there is good in us too…   Yeah but it doesn’t come from you..

Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

See your good woks and glorify/praise God…  Not you!

When we see good we should know where it comes from

We try to present our fruit… God rejects it – Cain

Our Fruit always leads to a murderous act…

Our fruit can’t match the nature of the Fruit of the Spirit.

Our negatives lead us to hide

Adam Eve

God sees our negatives and still accepts us

Love sees our negatives and still accepts us
Such were some of you… BUT!
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