Gospel of Love Part 3 Love has a PROCESS

Welcome to the 3rd week of the Gospel of Love.  It’s been a fun and informative look at Love.  Love is a word that is often used but rarely understood. We know from previous weeks that…
· Love has a FOCUS.  

· Love doesn’t just sit there motionless. Love has to have an object to focus on.  You are the focus of God’s love.

· Love gives a CHOICE. 

· You can’t make someone love you... they must choose to love you.  We spoke last week of the importance of that Tree of the knowledge of good and evil within the garden of Eden.  That tree represented a choice.

Today God’s word is going to show us – Love has a PROCESS.

You of course have heard the phrase – Love at first sight. It is a popular theme in literature, music, and movies. The idea is that someone sees someone for the first time and at that instant they fall magically in love.  Does it really happen that way? I can understand “attraction” at first sight… but love at first sight is a huge claim.
I remember when I saw my wife Sarah for the first time. The first thought I had was… “Wow… She’s pretty…”  After working up some courage I approached her with the greatest pickup line of all time… or at least the only thing I could think of to say… “Wow… Those shoes are pink…” Now at that moment I felt attraction… I liked her… I was entranced by her cuteness… But to say LOVE at first sight…?
How can we know if what we are feeling is actually LOVE? Let’s look at our memory verse this month… It will tell us.
1 Cor 13:4-8 (NIV)Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.

The world’s view of love is flawed. Let’s go ahead and say it… Our view of love is often wrong.  We need to use 1 Cor 13 as a guide to love.  Upon seeing Sarah for the 1st time was I truly feeling Love? Love is patient… was I feeling patient?  Love is not self-seeking?  Were my feelings self-seeking.
Love isn’t an instant microwavable meal. Love is a process. Love takes time and preparation. Love isn’t Raman noodles… Love is a 7 course meal that has been masterfully prepared.

Love at first sight does not exist in this world.  I’m sure some people are going to balk at that sentence.  That sentence is a hallmark of what our culture preaches about love. I can understand why you want to defend it.

There may be some parents who say the first time they saw their child they fell in love… 

Betrothal a commitment to marry   not consummated

The husband to be would go prepare a place

Mary and Joseph - betrothed

Jacob and Rachel

Genesis 29:20

Jesus left to prepare a place

The Wilderness
God is willing to start over

Christians homes should have the most love
You are exactly where you should be – in process

Have mercy on your brothers and in sisters in Christ – They’re in process

Have mercy and patience on your spouse

Forgive yourself…

You don’t even need to catch-up… you aren’t behind…

Proverbs 20:21 An inheritance quickly gained at the beginning 
   will not be blessed at the end.
Make your choice

Manage your choice

The Culmination
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