Living Dead 4: How Do You Kill a Zombie - Brains
Welcome to the Final week of Living Dead. The previous weeks we have brought to you information on zombies.

Week 1 - How to recognize a zombie. The singular focus of a zombie is death… They are walking in death and they are seeking death. As Pastor Robert pointed out – they are twice dead.
Week 2 – How to survive a zombie apocalypse.  Our Care Pastor, Marshal spoke on the importance of being ready. Who can forget his point of sleeping in your clothes.. He applied that to what the Bible says about putting on the armor of God. Scripture tells us to put on the armor, yet it never tells us to take the armor off.  We are to be continually moving and always ready to face the battle.
And finally..

Week 3 – Our Youth Pastor, Scott Fane, told us about the zombie like disease of sin that so quickly spread across this world. All have sinned and are in a state of continually falling… In order to find a cure you need to find one host that has beaten the disease. Christ has defeated sin, death, hell, and the grave. Jesus Christ is our antidote. He is our salvation.
That brings us to the 4th and final week of Living Dead. My name is Chris Fluitt. I serve Redemption Church as Worship Pastor and I’m excited to be talking to you about the subject – BRAINS.

<Brains Title>

Although zombies are dead they are still active.  They move, they walk, they eat…  
Why do these dead people still move?  Many zombie movies try to figure this out. It’s often agreed upon that the disease has killed the victim but the cruelty of the disease doesn’t end in death. Although the host is dead the disease is still very much alive. It takes control of the brain and starts sending impulses to the body.

What a cruel disease. It sentences you to death and then demands you still operate in death by its impulse.  They are twice dead 
Jude 1:12 (NIV)

They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead.
Zombies were people, full of dreams, life… but all that has been replaced by the impulse.
<Impulse>

If a zombie sees you he is going to chase you – because the impulse controls it.  If it can get to you it will bite you and devour you – because the impulse dictates it’s actions.

Sin doesn’t just kill… it controls, it dictates, it gives impulse.  It’s also very confusing. Check out the words of a very smart guy – the Apostle Paul.
Romans 7:14-17 (NIV)
14 …sold as a slave to sin. 15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 
 “Sin is living in me.” This is very much like a zombie isn’t it? A zombie is a dead person with a disease living inside them. The disease of sin is a living entity that takes control. It’s no longer you doing the action but this force inside of you. 

Have you ever found yourself doing something and just stopped yourself and asked… “What am I doing?”  Why am I doing this?” “Why do I act this way?” It’s confusing… It was confusing to the apostle Paul.
Romans 7:18-21 (NIV)

18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature.[c] For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.
21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me.
Notice several things in these Romans 7 passages…
· Nowhere does Paul say that he himself is alive… instead sin lives
· The desire to do good doesn’t make you good… evil is present on the INSIDE
· Sin, Evil is a living and controlling entity.  It makes you do things you don’t want to do..
Let’s talk about this zombie impulse that causes someone who would never chase down a person and bite them… to do just that…
(Affair, Adultery)
There is a man who loves his wife. He really does, but there is this impulse that is drawing him to be unfaithful.  He knows it’s wrong and doesn’t want to destroy his marriage… but that impulse is there. Men who cheat on their wives don’t necessarily not love their wives enough… He wants to do good but evil is right there with him! 
The person who is addicted to something and can’t stop. They know they are killing themselves. They know they are wasting their life. They tell themselves they will stop, but this impulse won’t let them anymore than a zombie can stop biting people.
There are people who really love their families… really love their kids but this impulse…  They find themselves yelling, they find themselves saying things they never thought that they would say.
Kids who really love their families… but there is this impulse that drives wedges in between people that they really love.  I refuse to believe that it’s a rite of passage for teenagers to become disrespectful and rebellious towards their parents!  I believe it’s the impulse of the disease.
The person who can’t be by themselves with a computer in the room without being drawn to look at porn… the impulse won’t let them.

It goes on and on.  Jealousy, bitterness, greed, hate, lying, backbiting…  Here is what I think God wants you to know!
IT’S NOT YOU!  IT’S THE IMPULSE OF THE DISEASE INSIDE OF YOU.

<INSIDE>  (8min)
We often focus on the outside, but the disease is on the inside.  Religion often spends it’s time addressing the symptoms of sin disease.

We often try to change our actions, but only slide back..  It does no good to address the outside actions of a zombie…
Religious practice has tried to put a prettier face on our disease by addressing our outward action.  It doesn’t work.  That would be like putting lipstick on a zombie. Sure you can dress up the zombie but that does nothing to address the impulse.
Religious rules and legalism will inhibit your actions but they don’t address the evil inside. That would be like tying up a zombie.  All you are doing is restricting its motion.
The Pharisees approached Jesus with this line of questioning…
Mark 7:5 (NIV)
5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?”
Jesus responds…
15 Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them.”
Contrary to religious thinking we aren’t defiled, or infected from the outside in…  Infection doesn’t flow into us… Jesus is telling us that it flows out of us. In other words, Jesus is telling us -  We are infected already. 
The problem is on the inside. Because it is on the inside it is easily Hidden.
<Hidden> 11 min
Often a dilemma in a zombie movie is what to do if you’ve been infected. The usual response is to try to hide the infection.  This is never a good thing right?  It’s only a matter of time before that infection will reveal itself.
The infection can only be hid for so long. Sooner or later it will manifest.  What is Hidden on the inside will always reveal itself.
Acts Chapter 7 tells a story of Religious Zombies. There were these Pharisees. They were Jewish religious leaders. They prided themselves on knowing scripture and understanding theology. They kept the law. They knew every story about Jehovah God.  They spent most of their time in the temple.
These Pharisees got into an argument with a young Christian man named Stephen. Stephen told them about Jesus, about how he was the Christ, and the unthinkable happened.
Acts 7:54 (KJV) When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth.
Warning!!! We have a zombie spotting.
They were talking scripture, Jesus, Jehovah God… and then this monster reveals itself. It says that they GNASHED ON HIM! One moment they are quoting an old testament prophet the next moment they are seemingly taken over by this zombie like impulse.

What is on the inside won’t remain hidden. 

What should have revealed itself was Jehovah, the love for scripture, and love… but maybe that wasn’t what was on the inside.  Maybe all the religion simply masked and hid the evil inside.  All we know is what came out of them was not Jehovah, it was not love… it was anger, hatred, and violence.
They took Stephen and killed him, but notice what came out of Stephen…

Acts 7:59-60 (KJV)

59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.
60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.
Notice what was hidden within Stephen?  A violent zombie monster didn’t come out of Stephen… The savior, the Lord Jesus Christ came out of Stephen.  He even prayed a prayer that was similar to what Jesus prayed on the cross… “Father forgive them…”
Can we all agree that the impulse hidden inside of Stephen was very different from the impulse hidden inside of the Pharisees?

Church people aren’t necessarily alive on the inside!  Check out the Zombie Church of Sardis in Revelation 3
Revelation 3:1 (NIV)

…I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.
The church of Sardis fooled everyone.  They had a reputation of being alive… but they didn’t fool God.

Zombies move around like real people… they have a reputation or image of being alive, but they aren’t alive inside! Churches can be like that.  Christians can be like that. I don’t want Redemption Church to merely have a reputation of being alive… I don’t want us to go through the motions of what we think a church should be like…  I want us to be FULLY ALIVE in Christ.  I speak for myself… I don’t want to simply have a reputation of being alive… 
Don’t go through the motions during worship… 

That impulse on the inside can be hidden from everyone… but God.
Psalm 90:80 (NIV)
You have set our iniquities before you,
    our secret sins in the light of your presence.
Because the disease is inside it can be easily hid… but it’s also hard to treat.  Pastor Scott refrenced this last week.  There was a woman caught in the act of adultery.  What should be done about this?  Adultery is wrong.  The religious Pharisees only knew of one way to correct the situation…  they picked up stones to kill the woman. 

This is the saddest part of the zombie genre.  Once someone is infected the only way anyone knows to help them is kill them.  And there is only one way to kill a zombie.

<Brains>
Brains…  You have to destroy the source of the impulse. As long as that zombie receives those impulses it will obey them…  So in zombie movies it gets pretty violent… shooting, chopping, crushing zombie brains… nothing else stops them… This is how the Pharisees where going to deal with the woman in John 8.
This is how Jesus deals with zombies…
John 8:7 (NIV)
Jesus says   “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”
One by one the Pharisees dropped their stone to the ground and walked away.  Christ, who was without sin, confronted these religious zombies… not with a stone or blow to the brain, but with a mirror…
Christ has a solution that doesn’t involve bashing your brains out… it ends with Jesus saying to you exactly what He said to the woman caught in the act… 
John 8 (NIV)

“neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
You can be free.  You can leave this life of sin!

----------------------

It starts with this… <Stop Hiding> Jesus will not heal a sickness you don’t admit you have.  He won’t forgive a sin you don’t confess. 

*REMOVAL*
It’s easy to hide… Your healing starts when you stop hiding.
God wants to give you a new impulse… 

Philippians 2:5 (NKJV) Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus
Remember that the mind of zombie controls…
God wants to give you a new mind… from it flows new impulse.  That old impulse you couldn’t help but sin… this mind you can’t help but love.

He makes us new creatures Romans 8 says!  Old things are passed away… behold all things are new!

But it can’t happen until you <stop hiding>  
Musician
It’s easy to hide… But what’s inside never remains hidden.  I’ll be closing this sermon soon. We will be gathering in this altar, talking to God, and taking communion together. I want first to direct our attention to our scripture memory passage.

John 6 (NIV) 53-58
“Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink.56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.”
Upon saying these words everyone was outraged.  The crowd of people around Jesus were like “How dare you! We would never do this.  We would never do something as gross and sick as eat of your flesh and drink of your blood.”

Fast forward… Pontius Pilate has just had Jesus beaten and Jesus stands before the crowd in a crown of thorns… Pilot asks the crowd

Matthew 27:22 (NIV)

22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked.
They all answered, “Crucify him!”
They could have said anything they wanted…  They said Crucify Him.

23 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”
24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”
25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!”
Jesus knows your nature.  In John 6 he saw that crowd and knew they would be crying out for his flesh to be ripped and his blood spilt… before they ever cried out for his flesh and blood he was offering it.
Jesus offered his flesh and blood to zombies.  Why?  2 reasons…
#1 To save us. Jesus is the resurrection and the life. He died but didn’t come back as a zombie. He didn’t come back half alive… He is LIFE and the Resurrection! And if he dwells in you, LIFE dwells in you.  
#2 He loves you. He sees you as you truly are.  He sees past all your hiding… and he still embraces.  Who could embrace a zombie?
<Receive>

Come receive these communion elements right now.  We will receive them together.

Zombie Hunger… Flesh real food, blood real drink

Communion is basically Jesus sitting at a table with a bunch of zombies… offering himself.
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