Jesus Loves Meme 3 – Yo Dawg
Jesus Loves meme
Welcome everyone to Redemption Church. We are a brave & mighty church in Plano Tx. Greetings to everyone online. Thank you for checking out todays sermon. Thank you in advance for sharing it, liking it, and leaving a comment.
My name is Chris Fluitt and I am glad to be sharing God’s Word with you today.

We are in the 3rd week of our sermon series – Jesus Loves Meme.

In week 1 our Care Pastor Marshal Blessing explained what a meme is. It is a sharable idea that usually utilizes pictures. In week 1 Marshal taught you about the “Seems Legit” meme.  We want you to know that Jesus does not just seem legit.. He is Legit.

Last week we learned about the “Also me” meme. It was a reminder that we have a sin nature at work within us, but our true identity is found in Jesus Christ.

Today I have a brand new meme to share with you. This meme is extremely convoluted and silly…
Yo Dawg
This is a strange meme that took a screen grab from a tv show in the early 2000s and created an internet phenomenon. The name of the TV show was “Pimp My Ride” where they would take a car in poor condition and restore it and insanely customize it. “Pimp My Ride” was hosted by a rapper named XZIBIT.
This meme showed up around 2008 and I think it must have been based on the idea of XZIBIT going overboard on customizing people’s cars. It centered on the idea of taking a thing that you love and placing it inside another similar thing that you love. 
Yo dawg, we put a car inside yo car so you can drive a car while you drive yo car.
Yo dawg, we herd you like pi, so we put pi on yo pie so you can eat while you formulate ratios.
Yo dawg, I herd you like yo dawg… so I put some yo dawg inside yo yo dawg so you can yo dawg when yo yo dawg
Yo dawg I herd yo and yo dawg like yo yos so we put yo dog in a yo yo so yo can yo yo yo dawg while yo dawg yo yos, dawg

Yo dawg I herd you like dolls

Yo dawg I herd you like shelves…

The idea of the meme is that you take a thing and put it inside a similar thing to the point of it being outrageous. You take something good and put it inside of something similar and good. It ends up becoming something outrageous. It ends up becoming like nothing else. 

So I tried to make some for the church… bear with me

Yo Dawg
Yo dawg i herd you like being in God’s house so we are having connect group at yo house so you can be in God’s house in yo house.

Yo sister I heard you was praying for a male man so I am inviting my mail man to church so you can shout hallelujah that the Lord has given you a mail man male man...
Yo dawg, I heard you like workin’ on yo body, so I put yo body in the Body of Christ, so you can be workin’ in the Body while you workin’ on yo Body.
Yo dawg I heard you have been praying for Matt, so I got you a prayer mat so that you can be praying on Matt while you praying on yo mat.
If you think this is a silly meme, you are absolutely correct. Most of these are absolutely ridiculous, absurd, and convoluted.  But there is a common idea in this meme that I want to use to preach to you today about an essential Church doctrine. So heads up! Today is going to have fun silly elements, but understand that there is an important message here.
At the heart of the Yo Dawg meme is the idea of taking something you like and placing it within a similar substance. A car within a car… a shelf within a shelf… a yo yo dog for yo dog to yo yo dawg…
And this thought makes me think that Jesus might share this meme to teach us about the Holy Spirit.
Holy Spirit
You are in a church that is not afraid of the Holy Spirit. We aren’t even afraid of saying Holy Ghost. By the way Holy Spirit & Holy Ghost are titles describing the same being. 

We should not be afraid of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God’s Spirit!

Yet some Christians become nervous when they start hearing about the Holy Spirit.

Acts 2:1 (NIV2011) When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  

Acts 2:2 (NIV2011) Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  

Acts 2:3 (NIV2011) They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  

Acts 2:4 (NIV2011) All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  

Wow! What is going on in these verses?  The Holy Spirit arrives and there is some crazy wind blowing. There are tongues of fire. They are filled with God’s Spirit and begin to speak in a new language as the Spirit enabled them.

Is an Acts 2 visitation of the Holy Spirit welcomed today?
Redemption Church, would we allow God to move right here, right now, like God’s Spirit moved in Acts 2? Would you be uncomfortable and leave if the wind of God blew in this place?  Would you start looking for another Church if someone spoke in tongues as the Spirit enabled them?
There are Christians and Christian churches that have closed themselves off from the Holy Spirit. There are Churches that actively preach that the Spirit is not active today like it was in Acts 2.  There are Churches that are nervous that God’s Spirit could show up in a service and that it would make people feel uncomfortable and cause them to lose members.  They are more concerned with attendance numbers than God’s Spirit. 
Is an Acts 2 visitation of the Holy Spirit welcomed today?

Coming in contact with God’s Spirit is a good thing! You should not fear the Spirit. Let me give you some reason to welcome God’s Spirit.

Yo dawg, I heard you love Jesus
If you love Jesus, you should absolutely love the Holy Spirit.  If you welcome Jesus, you should absolutely welcome the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is Jesus Christ living inside of you.

Colossians 1:27 (NIV2011) Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

Yo Dawg, I heard you love Jesus… so I put Jesus inside of you.
· So now you can worship Jesus, and feel His Spirit move within you.

· So now you can read THE WORD, and at the same time have THE WORD moving in you.

· So now you can talk to Jesus and have Jesus have Jesus talk to you by the Spirit!  

Yo dawg!  If you love Jesus you must love the Holy Spirit!
In John 14 Jesus tells His disciples that He must go away, but that He is sending the Holy Spirit. Curiously Jesus constantly changes his pronouns in this chapter when talking about the Spirit.  He calls the Spirit, “HE” and then turns around and says “I.” Jesus says The Spirit… he will be in you and then Jesus says I will be in you.
John 14:17 (NIV2011) the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  

John 14:18 (NIV2011) I will not leave you as orphans (fatherless); I will come to you.  

John 14:20 (NIV2011) On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.  

The Holy Spirit is Jesus within you.  Yo dawg, God took that good thing you love Jesus, and He has placed that good thing within you as the Holy Spirit.
Look back at verse 20.  This is such a YO DAWG verse right here. Jesus in the father. You in Jesus. Jesus in you. 

If you don’t fear being in the presence of Jesus, then you should not fear being in the presence of His Spirit.

If you love Jesus working in your life then you should love His Spirit working in your heart.

Yo Dawg I heard you love truth
John 14:6 (NIV2011) Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  

Jesus declares that HE IS TRUTH. Later in the same chapter Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of truth. And in John 16 Jesus drops this YO DAWG verse.

John 16:13 (NIV2011) But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth…
Yo dawg I heard you love truth, so I put the Spirit of Truth inside you, so that He can lead you into all truth.

God takes a good thing, and He places the good thing inside you by His Spirit, so that it can lead you into all good things!
With a world full of lies and deceit you need the Spirit of Truth to guide you.
Yo dawg I heard you love Heaven
Ephesians 1:13 (NIV2011) …When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,  

Ephesians 1:14 (NIV2011) who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.  

The Holy Spirit is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance. If you have trouble believing in Heaven, then you need to receive the deposit of heaven.

You put down a deposit to show that the full payment is on its way.  The Holy Spirit is the deposit to show that Heaven is real.  Your inheritance is heaven and the Holy Spirit is your guarantee! 

2 Corinthians 1:22 (NIV2011) set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.  

Yo dawg if you love heave, you ought to love the Holy Spirit!
Yo dawg I heard you love God’s power…
If you love it when God does powerful things, you ought to love His Spirit!

Acts 1:8 (NIV2011) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

The Holy Spirit is the power of God living in you!

It is one thing to read God’s Word where He did powerful things in Egypt, through David as he fought Goliath, or in Jesus as He healed the sick… but God wants to place that same Spirit Power within you.

Ephesians 3:20 (NIV2011) Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  

Yo dawg I heard you love God’s power, so God has placed His Holy Spirit in you so that His power can be realized in every part of your life.

Musician

The Yo dawg meme was is outrageous. It takes a good thing and places it inside of a good thing.

The Holy Spirit is Outrageous
If you fill yourself with the good things of this world… it will make you sick and it will kill you.

I saw people celebrating St Patrick’s day yesterday… they filled themselves with alcohol…

Ephesians 5:18 (NIV2011) Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit,  

It is the most powerful thing!
It is the best thing!

The Holy Spirit is a gift. Only Jesus can give this gift.  Do you want this gift today?

Activate this gift today.
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