Last Year on Earth – Relationship
According to the Mayan Calendar, We all have 347 days to live…  We aren’t here to scare you or send you into a “chicken little” panic. We are not trying to coerce you by fear – We just to take the opportunity to ask “What if…?”  What if this was my last year on Earth? 
If you have ever left a job, or perhaps graduated from a school you have probably said the following words… “It’s the PEOPLE, I’m going to miss most.”  Have you ever said that?

As we contemplate the end of our lives, I think we will say the same thing.  We won’t be missing the best car we ever owned, our favorite set of clothes, the gifts we opened 2 weeks ago on Christmas… Movies, Tv Shows, he said she said gossip news, vacation spots, job promotions – we won’t be thinking about those things during our final moments…  Any object we won’t care about in our final moments should not take a place of prominence in our lives today.

It’s the People we miss the most.  -  Today I want to ask you – What if this was your last your on earth to cultivate strong healthy relationships?

God Puts a HIGH Value on Relationships. 

The Supreme work of Jesus and the Holy Spirit is Relationship…

· Jesus came to redeem us back to a right standing with God… a right relationship with God.

Galatians 3:13-14(NKJV) 13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written,“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”[a]), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
· The Holy Spirit actually Adopts us into the Family of God.
Romans 8:14-16(NIV) For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.[f] And by him we cry, “Abba,[g] Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 

Our relationship toward God is important.  BUT God also cares about our Relationship towards each other.  Check out what Jesus Says in Matthew 5:23 
Matthew 5:23-23(NKJV) 23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.
At the altar you come worshipping God.  You have that healthy open relationship between you and God.  BUT… if at that moment you remember that you don’t have that healthy relationship with a brother or sister…. God wants you to leave your gift at the altar and go be reconciled.  Once you’ve done that you can come back to the altar and offer your gift.

If we are having relationship troubles horizontally – between brothers and sisters, family and friends,  It will impede our relationship vertically – between us and God. 

We aren’t meant to Continue in Anger
· Matthew 5:22(NIV) But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment.
· Ephesians 4:26-27(NIV) In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold.
We are commanded to love, forgive, and live in peace…. Not walk in anger.

Are you living out Philippians 2:3-4?

Philippians 2:3-4(NIV) Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
Do you value others above yourself? Do you look to your own interests?

What if… we changed that today?
Jesus gave us a new command in John 13:34-35

John 13:34-35(NIV)A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
…Since our relationships are important to God… As we are contemplating our last year on earth, we should spend a fair amount of time on our relationships. 

What if… we changed the way we handle conflict. Here is how…

The Bible gives us keys to handling conflict in our relationships - Matt 18

Matthew 18:15 (NKJV) Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. 
This is step 1 and it holds 2 primary points - and they work most of the time. 

#1  If bro or sis SINS AGAINST YOU… It starts here…  Did they SIN against you?  A lot of the things that we get angry over aren’t sins against us… “Someone gave me a funny look” is not a sin against you.   It must be a sin… and it must be against YOU!  Don’t take on someone else’s cause.
#2 IF THEY DID INFACT SIN AGAINST YOU – Go talk to them…  Don’t go talk about them

The end result is – YOU GAIN A BROTHER.  Sometimes we care more about the end result being I was right and you were wrong.   Conflict Resolution should be about Relationship – Gaining a brother or sister.
Left for Dead
Hollywood has long loved the movie plot of someone who has been left for dead but survives only to come back for the ultimate revenge. Hang ‘em High, V for Vendetta, Cape Fear, Kill Bill Vol 1 & 2, The Princess Bride, Conan the Barbarian, The Crow, The Brave One, The Count of Monte Cristo, Gladiator, A bunch of slasher movies like Freddy Kruger Nightmare on Elmstreet, Jason Vorhees Friday the 13th…  In these movies the character wakes up every morning thinking about how they were mistreated and how they will get even… Every action is focused on revenge.
I’ve known people like that.  There is a reason that plot is often seen in movies and books…

Joseph, a 17 year old boy was stripped of his clothes and thrown into a pit by his 10 older brothers.  They were going to leave him to die in the pit, but a group of merchants happened to travel by them and they decided to sell Joseph into slavery for 20 silver pieces. These brothers left Joseph for dead…
Joseph went from being a slave to a prisoner when Potiphar's wife falsely accuses him of rape. He won’t get out of prison until he is 30 years old. Joseph loses 13 years of his life, from 17 to 30 because of his brothers.  He was left for dead…    
But Joseph did not focus on the external.  While most people would have spent their days focusing on what others had done, what others had that he didn’t, how people lied about him…

· He focused on the internal – He was a man of prayer – He prayed to God and correctly interpreted a dream for Pharaoh.
· People of prayer don’t implode with relationship turmoil

We get caught up with the external – instead of dealing with what is going on inside our hearts.

We ask why did they say that about me… instead of why am I so easily offended? Am I prideful?
Many times we come to the altar asking God to change the external situation but never asking Him to change us from the inside out.
When we are focused on the external our relationships will suffer.
Joseph through prayer warns Pharaoh of a famine. Pharaoh puts Joseph as 2nd in Command in Egypt. The Famine hits and many hungry people come to Egypt looking for food… Then the moment takes place… Joseph’s brothers, the ones who took away his freedom and left Him for dead, had come to Egypt to find food.
Joseph was given a moment where he held the lives of his brothers in his hands… 
Joseph’s brothers ministered Curses, Pain, and Destruction upon him yet when he was given that moment he didn’t minister back evil for evil…

Hollywood doesn’t have this plot twist. 

Your external situation may be messed up, but that doesn’t mean you have to be messed up.  What if… We rose above the evil that is done to us? 

I WILL BE COMING TO A CLOSE SHORTLY AND WE WILL BE OPENING THESE ALTARS…

NOTE CARDS…

Whose life do you hold in your hands this moment?


Joseph ministered blessing – Is there a relationship you can Bless today?


Joseph ministered healing – Is there a relationship you can heal today?


Joseph ministered salvation – Is there a relationship you bring God’s salvation to today?

{Closing for altar}

Chained to a Bad Relationship?

Philippians 1:12-13(NIV) Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ.
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