onThe Disease/Cure
A. ARE THEY DEAD OR ARE THEY ALIVE? Zombies are afflicted with a disease that causes them to be dead on the inside, but still moving.  
1. Even if they are missing parts of their body they still move and rot.
2. Even though they move they are dead.
3. They rot from the inside out.
Just because someone is moving – it doesn’t mean they are really alive.
4. The Television show/comic book, The Walking Dead is brilliantly named because of the fact that there is tons of duality in the name.  The people in Zombie productions are going to die, and yet they walk around until they meet their end.  The survivors are surrounded by dead creatures walking.  In a weird metaphorical way, the people living through this negative situation are emotionally dead on the inside even though they keep moving and trying to survive.
The Hopelessness… the inevitableness… one day we will die

5. We look at people being chased by zombies and fear for them and pity them in their plight, but we are not all that safe.
a. Romans 3:23 says “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  We are a part of “all” people.  If you are alive then you have sinned.  Not only have you sinned, but it says that you “fall” short.  That is a continuous state of falling.  Great!!
b. You very well might be a zombie.  Robert has helped you to identify it and Marshal wants to help you to survive it, but I’m here to help you cure it.
Can you imagine a disease that takes over the world seemingly over night? A disease that no one is safe from?  A disease that will end up killing us all…. There is such a disease   (Now hit sin is the disease with Romans 3:23)
B. The disease is sin
{Remember when KB preached about how the original sin snowballed from the fruit to murder to the place where a few generations later God has to wipe out the earth because the world has become overrun with the disease… If you don’t remember ask me}  It is an Epidemic! We are all dead in our trespasses and sin eph 2:1
1. The definition of sin is:  “any act regarded as such a transgression, especially a willful or deliberate violation of some religious or moral principle.  Any reprehensible or regrettable action, behavior, lapse, etc.; great fault or offense.”
2. My definition of sin is “any wrongdoings that we pile up between ourselves and God.” 
3. Sin is the disease.  It’s the affliction of mankind that comes with our free will.  When we can choose, we can choose sin.
4. When we choose sin, the wages or pay for that is death as it says in Romans 6:23.
5. When we sin, we are actively receiving death.  Sin is the disease and it is actively killing us, not just physically, but spiritually.
6. When you are bit by a zombie, it may hurt, but nothing compared to the after effects.  
a. Good people go on to do utterly repulsive things.
b. While afflicted with the disease, the infected person acts entirely on impulse and desires to feed the death inside of themselves with life from others.
c. Even though they are moving, they are dead and rotting.  The Zombie runs on the disease.
d. 
7. When we first taste sin, it may be mildly unpleasant, or feel good, or even like nothing, but it’s nothing compared to the after effects of being infected with the disease.
a. Good people can do repulsive and uncharacteristic things as lives are transformed into cycles of death.
b. Everything becomes about self and impulse.  Sin causes parents to eat up their kids and spouses eat up their spouses.  Abuse, addiction, hatred, and other manifestations of sin allow people who love each other to feed on each other to feed the death inside of themselves.
c. Even though the sinful person may seem fine, they are rotting from the inside out.  The disease of sin runs the person.
8. The only way to help a zombie is to destroy them.
a. The Pharisees caught a woman in sin… they decided to help here… they decided to KILL HER!!
If only there was a cure for such a disease…
9. Thank God that there is another way for us!...
C. Because I’m preaching about the Cure.
1. If you want to cure a disease, you need to find cells that are resistant to the disease and inject this vaccine into you.  You need to find one host that can defeat the disease, isolate it and create a serum.
2. If you want to counteract poison, you need an antidote injected into you.
3. To fight off disease and poison, your body needs a stronger outside source to give it a boost.
4. Jesus Christ was a perfect man.  There was no sin in Him.  He was able to not sin in his life, because He was God
{Is this the place you want to talk about the cup of sin?}
5. You have to except Jesus Christ into your life if you want to defeat the disease of sin.
6. Jesus tasted death.  Hebrews 2:9  “Yes, by God's grace, Jesus tasted death for everyone.”
7. Even though He had never sinned, Christ became sin for us, in our place.  2 Corinthians 5:21 “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.”
8. He has been tempted with everything that we have and is yet sinless.  Hebrews 4:15 “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.” GREAT – He is without disease
9. The power of the antidote of a life lived with and for Christ is unfathomable.
10. We no longer have to be sinful.  We no longer have to be conformed to a life of sinful behaviors.  NEW CREATURE – INTERESTING CHOICE OF WORDS. NO LONGER A CREATURE THAT SEEKS DEATH… BUT NOW WE SEEK LIFE, LOVE, THE SPIRIT
11. Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. “
12. By accepting Christ and coming into a Lordship relationship with Him, we can beat back the disease and find true spiritual health and wellness.
13. We no longer have that Hellish existence HERE or IN THE HEREAFTER.  Zombies live a hellish existence, but through Christ we can find eternal life.
14. Christ died and came back from the dead…not as a zombie, but as our savior.
CUE MUSIC
15. We gotta’ bury the old body where it won’t come back.  We need to repent of dead works and stop living like zombies.  The great news is that in the Old Testament, diseased people were forced to live outside of the camp…sinful people…gentiles could not mix with the nation of Israel, but my God is bigger than that.  His cure for us is so powerful that life change will occur if you just bring the sick….if you just bring yourself to the cure.  These altars are open and we encourage all to come and pray.  If you need help, if you need the cure, come close to this altar and we will pray that you receive it.  If you have already received it, pray to Jesus and thank him for it.  Maybe we need to just worship Him and throw another layer of dirt on our old sinful man, so he doesn’t creep back up.  Come to Jesus and see your life change.
----------------------------------------PRAY IN ALTAR-------------------------------------------
16. [bookmark: _GoBack]The great part about Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death…”  is that it ends with “But the gift of God is eternal life.”  God wants to give you life.  He doesn’t want you dying.  He died to take it away.
The way that we die to ourselves and our sin and live in Him is through Baptism.  It says in Romans 6:4 “Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”  We are going to celebrate newness of life with Angie Zimmerman now. 

