Moment of Truth
<BUMPER - Moment of Truth>  (1 min)
My name is Chris Fluitt. I am Worship Pastor here at Redemption.  Pastor David Fuller sends his greetings to you. He is spending some family time in Sunny Orlando.

Today I want to talk to you about the “Moment of Truth”

The Video you just saw was from the 1993 motion picture “The Fugitve.”  Dr Richard Kimble (Harrison Ford) is convicted of crime he didn’t commit and he’s escaped prison to find the one armed man who is the real villain. There is an unrelenting US Marshal (Tommy Lee Jones) chasing him.  This brings us to this scene at the dam.

A lot of movies have moments like this.  Kimble is confronted with a truth.  He is either going to give up the chase and go back to death row or he is going to continue his search… which of course may cost him his life as he would have to jump off a dam.  The truth was, he only had these 2 choices. He had to choose.  Was his quest to reveal the real killer worth dying for?

Life is filled with moments of truth.  They aren’t as glitzy, or portrayed by Hollywood stars, but they are there. 

I have 3 points I want to make about the Moment of Truth.

Truth is a confrontation

If you are anything like me, you don’t like confrontation. “Why can’t we all just hold hands and sing kumbaya.”  Why can’t we all just get a long…   Truth does not acquiesce, it doesn’t adjust itself to the room temperature, it doesn’t change based on public opinion…  Truth confronts. Truth brings change. Truth radically changes things.
· God spoke into darkness. 

His voice confronted the darkness when he said “Let there be light.” The truth of God’s voice chased away darkness.  There is still light today because of God’s Words.
· John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word…” 

John 1:14 “The Word became flesh”
That same confrontational Word of Truth was now in human form: Jesus

Jesus is the Light in a dark world
· He came with a sword
Matthew 10:34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.”
· Truth doesn’t feel great… 
· Confront with Love and Compassion
Hebrews 12:5-6 (NIV)
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,

    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,

because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”
John 8:32 You will know the Truth and the Truth shall make you free…

Harriet Tubman, a black woman in the 1800s who was instrumental in the freeing of slaves through the “underground railroad” was quoted as saying…

“I freed a thousand slaves I could have freed a thousand more if only they knew they were slaves.”
We often need the confrontation of truth to realize our slavery.. and to find freedom.
Truth requires a response
· It’s not enough to hear truth or know truth.  It requires a response.


Here are 2 people who both had the Apostle Paul preach to them. Paul stood before them in Chains and confronted them with a Moment of Truth…


· Felix – Acts 24:25 “When I find it convenient, I will send for you.”
· Agrippa – Acts 26:28 “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”
· Every time you are confronted with truth you should respond – The Altar
· Luke 11:23  “Whoever is not with me is against me…”  
· You always make a choice. You can’t stand in the middle…
· To not respond is its own response. To put it off for another time…
Salvation is a moment of Truth
Acts 2 – The birth of the Church
· Confronted by the Gospel – Jesus’ death burial and resurrection
Acts 2:22-24 (NIV)

“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead…
Truth is a confrontation!

Acts 2:36-37 (NIV)
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
Truth requires a response!


What shall we do?  How can we save ourselves from what we have done?

· The answer Acts 2:38
Acts 2:38

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
· Repent

To turn away from your sin – the direction you are going – and turn towards God

Acts 3:19 “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out..”
Anytime you are focusing your life’s direction on anything other than God you should repent. Turn to God and ask him to forgive you.  He will!

· Baptized in the Name of Jesus for the forgiveness, remission, erasing of your sins
Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved…”
Paul’s conversion – Acts 22:16 (NIV)

‘And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.’
· The gift of the Holy Spirit
Power - Acts 1:8 (NIV)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Leads you into all truth – John 16:13 (NIV)

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth…
· This Promise is for you today – Acts 2:39   -  3000 were added to the church that day.
**MUSICIAN
I want you to think back to the video intro..  the moment of truth.  Will I continue my search.  Will I take a leap of faith. What will your response be today?
· If you haven’t received repentance, baptism, or Holy Spirit… 
· If God has been confronting you with truth…
· Respond!
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