Nobody Left Out 1 – A No-good Thief
Welcome to Redemption Church in Plano Tx. My name is Chris Fluitt and I welcome everyone joining us in-person and online.

Today we are starting a brand-new sermon series called “Nobody Left Out.” We are basing this series off a great 40 day devotional by Michael Murray and we encourage you to go through the devotional with us. We have some copies on hand that we can give you or you can find a copy on Amazon.
https://www.amazon.com/Nobody-Left-Out-Messes-Devotional-ebook/dp/B08MY583G8
Have you ever felt left out?

Left Out?
You know what it means to be looked past?

Does anyone remember being the last chosen for a game? There have been times that I was only included because I made an even number for teams.

And even if you are great at sports there is probably an area of your life you are not an all-star. In those areas you may feel unworthy of inclusion.

We probably all know in some way what it means to be rejected, un-invited, the punchline of the joke, and called names.
You would think that because we know what it means to be left out, we would be more aware and empathetic to those around us, but strangely it is just the opposite. Injured people often injure others. 
Christians are not excluded from this issue. We in the church often leave people feeling rejected or judged. 

We really need to look at our perfect example – Jesus Christ. 
Jesus comes to all of us and he leaves nobody out.

Nobody Left Out
We should be like Jesus!
Over the next weeks we are going to look at 8 stories of people who were left out, until a man named Jesus came to them. These 8 stories are also a part of a 40 day devotional called Nobody Left Out. I encourage you to read along with us as we receive Jesus’ invitation to be in a relationship with Him.

Luke 19:1-6 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.

Nice story of Jesus approaching a person who wanted to see Him.  There is only 1 problem, Jesus… Zacchaeus is a no-good thief.

A no-good thief

When we read the story - Good job Jesus. Good job Zacchaeus. 

You could WRONGLY think the point of the story is that if you try hard enough (good enough, pray enough, worship enough, holy enough) Jesus will notice you.

The crowd’s response

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”

Surely there must be some mistake?

Did Jesus make a mistake?

Is Zacchaeus a sinner?

Surely Jesus would not have approached a sinner?

Zac was Jewish but was a chief tax collector for the Roman Government.

Traitor

Thief (Taxed over and above to take his own cut)

Rich and dishonest

Outcast

Small

Jesus came for a no-good thief

Jesus into Jericho

Tree - looks up and calls out Zacchaeus 

Doesn’t call him “no-good thief”, but BY NAME

Didn’t come to judge or rebuke.

Came to hang out (relationship)

No one wanted to hang out with Zacc - but Jesus

The word “sinner” was in the mouth of the crowd.

The name “Zacchaeus” was in the mouth of Jesus.

The crowd thought they were better than Zacchaeus.

Jesus thought Zacchaeus was worth stopping for… and then dying for. Jesus died among thieves.

Seeing Jesus, having Jesus approach and speak his own name - must have changed Zacc

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”

Did Zacchaeus follow through?

Make it right?

We don’t know.

Here is what matters.

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

Salvation has come… not because he is giving back the money. 

Salvation has come because Jesus has come. 

Jesus = Salvation

When it comes to salvation, nobody is left out.

Thieves, liars, murderers, racists, hypocrites… Salvation has come for us all.

Do you believe Jesus walked up to Zacc on purpose and called his name?

Do you believe Jesus is approaching you now? Are you trying to see Jesus?
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