{BLANK TITLE}

Various intro conversation…
{SCRIPTURE SLIDES}

1 Samual 13:19

19 Not a blacksmith could be found in the whole land of Israel, because the Philistines had said, “Otherwise the Hebrews will make swords or spears!”

22 So on the day of the battle not a soldier with Saul and Jonathan had a sword or spear in his hand; only Saul and his son Jonathan had them. 

 23 Now a detachment of Philistines had gone out to the pass at Mikmash.
1 Samuel 14:1-3

 1 One day Jonathan son of Saul said to his young armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go over to the Philistine outpost on the other side.” But he did not tell his father. 

 2 Saul was staying on the outskirts of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree in Migron. With him were about six hundred men, 3 among whom was Ahijah, who was wearing an ephod. He was a son of Ichabod’s brother Ahitub son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the LORD’s priest in Shiloh. No one was aware that Jonathan had left. 

{PARKED SLIDE}
King Saul was Parked under a Pomegranate. With Him were about 600 soldiers and a priest.  They were gathered together because the Philistine army was getting ready to destroy Israel. Here is what they were fighting against..

{SCRIPTURE SLIDE}

1 Samuel 13:5

5 The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at Mikmash, east of Beth Aven. 6 When the Israelites saw that their situation was critical and that their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns. 

King  Saul is parked under a Pomegranate trying to figure out what to do next. His army has dwindled from about 3000 men to 600. They are incredibly outnumbered and they are lacking the equipment to fight a war. They only have 2 swords! There is 1 sword for King Saul and 1 sword for his son Jonathan.  It doesn’t look like it’s a great day to be an Israelite.

Have you ever felt like it’s not a good day to be you? Have you ever been frozen in fear by an enemy that bigger than you? Have you ever been the leader and wondered “What in the world can I do now?” It’s a bad day to be you…
This is what those gathered under the pomegranate where thinking and feeling.  What where they doing under that tree…? It is a strange meeting place for the King of Israel…  Saul had his army there, trying to come up with a tactical strategy that would bring victory in the war.  They were trying to come up with a battle plan that would enable an army of 600 to defeat an army that couldn’t be numbered.  
Along with Saul and 600 soldiers was a Priest named Ahija. This was no average Priest. He was the High Priest! The guy you call on when you need to go into the Holy of Holies and talk to God. Later in the chapter we find out that with this Priest is the Ark of the Covenant (v 18).  Why would the High Priest and the Ark of the Covenant be here Parked under a Pomegranate…? They were praying for a miracle or at least direction from God.

Under the Pomegranate they were having a Strategy session SLASH Prayer Meeting. 

Strategy is a good thing. It is wise to come up with a plan!

Prayer is a great thing. It is foolish to have a life absent from Prayer!

HOWEVER strategy and prayer doesn’t change the fact that there is a battle that must take place! The King and the soldiers can pray all they want and strategize all they want but at the end of the day THEY ARE GOING TO HAVE TO MEET THE ENEMY. Soldiers and Kings don’t belong Parked Under a Pomegranate! 

Sometimes we put ourselves in Park rather than go out and meet the enemy.  Sometimes we don’t move forward and make our dreams a reality because it is easier to Park. Maybe your family, your ministry, your education, your career isn’t going forward because you are in park. There are times in life where you need to “Be Still and Know that I am God” but that shouldn’t be our default position! Every believer ought to be living a life that is going forward, pushing boundaries, growing in influence, and walking into the greatness God has for them. 
You can call it a strategy session or a prayer meeting if you want to, but I think King Saul and his soldiers were simply trying to outlast fear.  Maybe if we strategize enough or pray enough or simply wait enough we will outlive our fear.  Your fears will not die of old age! You must overcome your fear. You must defeat your fear. 
If you are living life today parked under a pomegranate I’ve got bad news. You can’t do that forever! There is an enemy coming to destroy you. You have to DO SOMETHING! I also have great news, you can unpark your life and walk into victory, blessing, peace, and joy.

1 Samuel 14 gives us 3 Essentials to unpark our life.

{SCRIPTURE SLIDES}

1 Samuel 14:6-12

 6 Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go over to the outpost of those uncircumcised men. Perhaps the LORD will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the LORD from saving, whether by many or by few.” 

Jonathan, being the King’s son is 2nd in command in all of Israel. He could have easily ordered a few hundred men to go with him. Instead the 2 of them leave without telling anyone. Wow!  Does any part of this seem impulsive?   The reason Jonathan gave for the 2 of them going to attack the Philistines was… PERHAPS the Lord will act on our behalf.

{PERHAPS SLIDE}
PERHAPS!? Yeah perhaps God will act for us… but PERHAPS they will cut us into tiny bits Prince Jon! What are you thinking!?

Jonathan has this IMPULSE. There is no way to know if anyone else under the pomegranate had this impulse… but we know Jonathan had this Perhaps Impulse… an urgency to go and meet the enemy.

If you want to Un-Park your life you need this same God given impulse… An impulse to leave the status quo, to leave the safety in numbers, to go and take on an army.

All of your bible heroes had this Perhaps impulse

Abraham thought perhaps I will leave the land of my Father and follow God…
Moses thought Perhaps I can deliver Israel from slavery…

Shadrack, Meshack, and Obendigo thought perhaps we will die but we still won’t bow to another god…

David had this impulse against Goliath. 
Peter thought Perhaps he could walk on the water with Jesus.

The Apostle Paul had this Impulse! After he had been stoned to death and thrown outside of a city God raised him back to life and Paul marched back into the city!
This Church you are sitting in has a perhaps impulse… Redemption Church started in a living room where people met for a bible study. Someone thought perhaps we should start a church…
I’ve heard people criticize Jonathan’s use of the word “Perhaps.” He must not have had strong enough faith to say “GOD WILL act on our behalf.”  They kinda missed the point…
FAITH IS NOT TALK! FAITH IS WALK! Jonathan had real faith, not because of the language he used to articulate his belief, but because of the action he took. He said  “Nothing can hinder the LORD from saving, whether by many or by few”  and then he proved he meant it by only taking 1 guy with him.

We live in a Religious world where people are all about the language of faith. They put it on t-shirts and bumper stickers. If our faith is no more in language – WE ARE PARKED!
Let’s go a step further… FAITH IS NOT ABSOLUTE CERTAINTY OF AN OUTCOME!

The #1 thing that will keep you parked under a pomegranate is waiting and praying for absolute certainty!  We have wasted a lot of time praying for God to give us absolute certainty. 
Jonathan had this impulse come from within Him that said “PERHAPS THE LORD…”

I believe everyone has felt a God Impulse before. Perhaps you didn’t recognize it. If you ever had this inspiring thought to do something great and selfless that seemed impossibly bigger than you… That was probably a God impulse. If you were ever praying and felt convicted for sin… That was a God impulse. If you ever felt like I should call that person and let them know I care… That could be a God impulse.  Perhaps I should step up my giving and become a tither… God Impulse. Perhaps I should serve others… Pray for others… volunteer…  

I got news for you… Our best thoughts aren’t our thoughts! Our best intentions aren’t our intententions! They come from God!! His ways are higher than ours and when you come across His impulse it should stand out because it is like Jesus!
Have you ever had a Perhaps Impulse…

In the year 2000 I was in Waco Tx eating one night at Taco Cabana when all of a sudden it happened. I had this God impulse to change the direction of my life and go into full time ministry. It was a scary thought that overwhelmed me and I wrestled with it. I went to my car and prayed in the Taco Cabana parking lot for about an hour. I argued more than pray… I told God I needed absolute certainty that I wouldn’t die in poverty. Seriously, that’s what I said. 
God didn’t say a thing as I argued. I’ll never forget the moment I told God… “Ok, I’ll follow you God. I don’t know what will happen and I’m scared to death, but I will follow you.” I started studying music and a month later a local church put me on staff. I’ve never looked back.
We think we need absolute certainty… we need a perhaps.
----------------------------------

Let’s take a look at something Jonathan said. “let’s go over to the outpost of those uncircumcised men.”  Circumcision was more than a physical act. It was more than just empty religion. Circumcision is the covenant between God and Abraham.

Jonathan is saying those Philistine men have no Covenant with God, but we do.  They don’t have God’s blessing, but we do. They don’t have God’s protection, but we do. We have God’s Covenant, His Contract whereby he promised to fight our battles!

They have numbers, but we have the Covenant! They have weapons, but we have the covenant! We don’t have much of a plan, but we do have the Covenant! We have the Promise of God!
{PROMISE SLIDE}

If you have God’s PROMISE then you shouldn’t stay PARKED for very long.

If you are parked maybe you don’t fully realize the promise of God.
King Saul was under that pomegranate only thinking about his circumstance.
Jonathan was thinking about the Promise!

No weapon formed against you shall prosper!

By his stripes you are healed!

He will never leave you or forsake you!

He will provide all your needs according to His riches in glory!

If God be for you, who can be against you!

I'm not Talking about catchy Christian cliche! I'm talking about the promise of God.

If you don’t understand the Promise of God you will probably stay in Park!
----------------------------------

{SCRIPTURE SLIDE}
1 Samuel 14:7

 7 “Do all that you have in mind,” his armor-bearer said. “Go ahead; I am with you heart and soul.” 

{PARTNERSHIP Slide}
We don't know this armor bearer's name. Don't know where he is from. We know nothing about him except for his response.

“Do all that you have in mind. Go ahead;" 
This is easy to say. It didn't cost him anything to say that. What He says next could cost him everything.  "I am with you heart and soul.”

If you want to unpark your life you need to form partnerships with other believers.

We don’t know if this Armor bearer was feeling the God impulse that Jonathan was feeling. Not everyone feels the God impulse, but that doesn’t mean they can’t act. TOO OFTEN people stay parked when they have a chance to partner with other believers.
The armor bearer doesn’t offer any argument. He doesn’t say let’s rethink this strategy… He says I’m with you heart and soul.

If you are parked in your life I dare you to partner with someone around you. I dare you to partner with this church. I dare you to partner with other believers at a connect group.

YOU ARE IN A CHURCH THAT WILL PARTNER WITH YOU! WE ARE WITH YOU HEART AND SOUL!
{PARKED UNDER A POMEGRANATE}

Perhaps, Promise, Partnership

The rest of this story is illogical. It lacks proper strategy. They lack proper equipment. It seems kinda silly. But what happens is amazing…
{SCRIPTURE SLIDE}

I SAMUEL 14:12

12 The men of the outpost shouted to Jonathan and his armor-bearer, “Come up to us and we’ll teach you a lesson.” 

   So Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, “Climb up after me; the LORD has given them into the hand of Israel.” 

13 Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and feet, with his armor-bearer right behind him. The Philistines fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer followed and killed behind him. 14 In that first attack Jonathan and his armor-bearer killed some twenty men in an area of about half an acre.
They news of 2 men with 1 sword killing 20 Philistines spread quickly. The King and army parked under under a pomegranate woke up and said… “What are we doing here! There’s a war to fight!” Other soldiers who were hiding in fear before came out of hiding and fought alongside Jonathan.
Israel ROUTS the Philistines. 

What changed?

Do they have more swords? No

Do they have better leadership? No

Do they suddenly have a tactical edge? No

The difference is they were no longer Parked.

Soldiers and Kings don’t belong Parked Under a Pomegranate!
Unpark your life today!
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