




PLUGGED IN?
WEEK 2 – GOD’S WAY vs. OUR WAY
Main Point: God’s way is always the best way!
Bible References: Acts 8:4–6; 26–40 (Philip and the Ethiopian)
Say: Last week we started a new series called “Plugged In?” and we looked at what it means to be PLUGGED IN to Jesus. We discovered that being a Christian isn’t about following the rules but about a relationship with God. Today’s topic is, “Our Way vs. God’s Way.” Let’s get started by playing a cool game.
[Open and begin PowerPoint game titled – What Do They Mean?]
OPENING GAME: WHAT DO THEY MEAN?
Note: You can play this game even If you don’t have PowerPoint by printing each slide and presenting to the students. If you don’t have PowerPoint, a free download of PowerPoint Viewer, which allows you to show slides without having PowerPoint, is available at the below link:
www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=048dc840-14e1-467d-8dca-19d2a8fd7485&displaylang=en
Supplies: Write the letter A on a sheet of blank white paper. Do the same for letters B, C and D on separate sheets of paper. Place each letter at one corner of the room.
Say: The name of our game is “What Do They Mean?” and here’s how to play.
How to play: Break up into small groups of ten. Label each corner of the room A, B, C or D. After each question, players are given 30 seconds to choose and stand in a corner based on what they think is the correct answer. The group who has the most players at the corner with the correct answer gets 100 points. Whatever team has the most points at the end of the game wins. (Note: the game could also be played just for fun without the competition element).
[Begin playing game using PowerPoint slides]
[Option: Award the winning team with a pack of Oreo cookies].
After playing the game say: And that’s it for our game What Do They Mean? That was some pretty wild stuff, wasn’t it? Let’s have a round of applause for our winning team!
LARGE GROUP
[Slide 1: Cover]
Say: Road signs and traffic signals show us the right direction to drive. But what if everyone could call their own shots and do things their way? Imagine no signs or signals at all. Without stop signs, drivers would run into each other. Without traffic lights, accidents would be an everyday thing. Without school crossings drivers would have a high risk of hitting children. Drivers would do whatever they felt was right, and everyone would follow a different set of rules. Traffic signs guide and protect us. Even though we might want to go our way, following their direction is always the best way. 
If you’re anything like me, you often like to do things your way and ignore other people’s guidance. You’re like a driver ignoring traffic signs. When your mom suggests putting on a coat before going outside, you don’t feel like it so you blow her off. When your dad gives you advice on how to do math homework, you do it your way instead. Having the “I’ll do it my way” attitude goes beyond your mom, dad, teachers or friends and carries over to your relationship with God. We’ll talk about that in a minute, but let’s first check out a clip from the movie Surf’s Up. 
[Slide 2 – Surf’s Up]
[MOVIE CLIP – SURF’S UP] 
Description: Big Z shows Cody how to make his own surfboard, but Cody wants to make it his way instead of the right way. Because Cody doesn’t listen to Big Z’s advice, the surfboard doesn’t turn out right.

Location: Start 41:15 (Chapter 15) and Stop 46:16 (Chapter 16). Stop it when Cody throws the broken pieces of the surf board on the beach.
Say: Even though Big Z had more experience making surfboards, Cody wanted to make it his way. He had never made a surfboard and didn’t take time to listen to Big Z’s advice. And what happened? It was a disaster. How often do you do the same with God? God knows way more about life than you and me. But we still go our way instead of His way because we think our way is better. Let’s take a look in the Bible to uncover why God’s way is always the best way. 

[Slide 3: Philip and the Ethiopian]
[Paraphrase the passage in your own words or use the following summary]. First, let me tell you what’s going on leading up to today’s story. Jesus has already died, risen, and gone up to heaven. Shortly after, He sends the Holy Spirit down on his followers and thousands of people surrender their lives to Jesus. They are transformed from the inside out. They were once unplugged from a relationship with God, but they are now PLUGGED IN to the Holy Spirit living inside them. The church grows from a handful of followers to over 3,000 in one day, and each day after, grows more and more. Stephen, a follower of Jesus, is stoned to death because of his faith. His death was a turning point. Christians are now being persecuted for their faith and are forced to leave Jerusalem fleeing to surrounding cities. God uses these events to move people out of Jerusalem and spread Jesus’ message elsewhere. And that brings us to our story today.
[Slide 4: Acts 8:4–6]
“But the believers who were scattered preached the Good News about Jesus wherever they went. Philip, for example, went to the city of Samaria and told the people there about the Messiah. Crowds listened intently to Philip because they were eager to hear his message and see the miraculous signs he did.” Acts 8:4–6
But then something unusual happens.  
As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south down the desert road that runs from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under the Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was now returning. Seated in his carriage, he was reading aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 29 The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage. 30 Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him. Acts 8:26–40
After a short conversation with Philip, the Ethiopian surrenders his life to Jesus and is baptized. He gets PLUGGED IN to a relationship with God and his life forever changes!
[Slide 5 – Two Things to Learn]
We can learn two things about the story of Philip and the Ethiopian. 
1. When you’re PLUGGED IN, you go God’s way instead of your way.  
Put yourself in Philip’s shoes. Large crowds of people are listening to your message. God is doing some cool stuff through you. But then you are told to leave the crowds and go where? Somewhere down that road! And then as you walk down the road, the Holy Spirit gives you the next clue. Go and walk next to that carriage. 
So Philip shares the Good News with the Ethiopian. He was instructed to do something out of the ordinary and could have told God no. He could have said, “God, lots of people are listening to me teach and are being healed. Can’t you see I’m busy serving you?” I probably would have said something like that, but Philip didn’t. He was PLUGGED IN to God and listened to His voice. He went God’s way instead of his way because God’s way is always the best way.  
What does this look like in your life? When you’re PLUGGED IN to God, you naturally go God’s way instead of your way. You give the church 10% of the money earned from cutting your grandfather’s grass. You tell the truth to your science teacher who asks if your friend was cheating on yesterday’s test. You listen for God to give you direction on how to deal with the 6th grade bully who spits on you everyday in the hall. You now look at going God’s way as something you get to do and not something you have to do. You surrender doing life your way and choose to go God’s way instead. You’ll make mistakes along the way and have to learn the hard way sometimes by paying for the consequences of bad choices. But over time, as you choose to go God’s way you’ll begin to trust that it is always the best way.  
We can learn something else from Philip’s encounter with the Ethiopian.
[Slide 6 - #2]
2. Each time you go His way instead of your way, you go deeper with God.  
Philip experienced the Holy Spirit working through him to reach someone who was lost. Imagine how unsure it was for him to hear God’s voice twice. Once telling him to start hiking south on a road not knowing what he would encounter. Then to walk next to the chariot that he saw along the road. He had no idea what God had in store for him. But as he trusted that God’s way was the best way, he led an Ethiopian to Christ. How much closer to God was he? How much more did he trust God after that encounter? I would think his relationship with God went to a whole new level.
As you choose to go God’s way, you go deeper with God. When you give God 10% of your money, you feel a new sense of purpose knowing the money will make a difference in the lives of others. You tell the truth to your science teacher and your friend is busted. Your friend hates you for a week, but your conscience is clear and you know it was the right choice. You know that God is pleased with the choice. You’ve been praying about the bully situation for weeks, but nothing changes. Every day he curses at you and spits in your face. You keep praying to God and listening to what he wants you to do. God begins to supernaturally speak to you about why he treats you so horribly. The bully’s home life is torn apart. His mom died when he was five and his dad left home when he was born. He is angry on the inside and takes it out on other people. Sensing that God is teaching you something through this bad experience, you begin to see things in a new light. Your heart changes from anger to compassion and you regularly pray for him. You now have a desire to reach out to him rather than to hate him. As you choose to follow God’s way you grow closer to and become more like God. These are just some examples of how choosing to go God’s way brings you closer to God.
[Slide 7 – Small Group]
Let’s break up into small groups and wrap up for today.
SMALL GROUP
Activity: Optical Illusions

Supplies: One “Optical Illusion Pack” and pen (or pencil) per preteen.
Preteens break up into small groups of 8-10. Hand each preteen the “Optical Illusion Pack” and pen. Give them a few minutes to write down possible answers for each picture. See instructions on the sheet for what to do. Allow students to work together with others in the group if they wish. After a few minutes, group leaders give away the answers taking time to point out the specifics of each.
After the activity, discuss the following questions:
1. How many optical illusions did you get right?
2. Which one was the easiest for you? Explain.
3. Which one was the most difficult for you? Explain.
Say: In our activity, there was more than meets the eye. For most of us it was difficult to see more than one possibility for each picture. God’s way of doing life might not make sense to us, and we might only see our way as the only way. But if we get PLUGGED IN to God, then we begin to see new possibilities like in our activity. Our eyes are then open to new ways of doing life.
Discuss the following questions:
1. Why do you think it is easier to do life “your way?” Explain.
2. Talk about a time when “your way” turned out to be the wrong way. (Leaders should be prepared to go first to spark discussion).
3. Why do you think God’s way is always the best way?
[Come back together for a large group wrap up]
LARGE GROUP WRAP UP
[Slide 8 – Red Light]
Say: In many intersections all across the country there are cameras that take pictures of those who run red lights. My wife recently got a ticket in the mail for running a red light. Sure enough attached to it were three pictures of her vehicle at different angles as she sped past the red light. The penalty was $110. I’ve seen the fine in other parts of the country be as high as $400. That’s a lot of money! Other than making extra money for the city, the purpose of the cameras is to help us follow a really important law—stopping at red lights. Red lights are inconvenient, but necessary.
The next time you’re tempted to do life your way, think of a red light. STOP and think of what God’s way is rather than your way. Choose to go God’s way because his way is always the best way. Like Philip, it is possible to be PLUGGED IN to the Holy Spirit living inside you. And as you live life PLUGGED IN to Him, you’ll choose His way more and more. And along the way you’ll go deeper and deeper with God. Everyone scream the main point out at the top of your lungs:
[Slide 9 – Main Point]
God’s way is always the best way!
End in prayer.
[Slide 10 – Cover]
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