


PLUGGED IN?

WEEK 3 – Doing vs. Knowing

Main Point: Put Your Faith Into Action

Bible References: James 1:22;25; Matthew 7:24-27
[Slide 1: Cover]
Say: Last week we continued our series “Plugged In?” and we looked at what it means to be PLUGGED IN to Jesus. We discovered that God’s way is always the best way. Today’s topic is “Doing vs. Knowing”. Let’s get started by playing a cool game.
[Open and begin PowerPoint game titled – Tony Hawk]
OPENING GAME:  TONY HAWK

Note: You can play this game even If you don’t have PowerPoint by either writing the questions on newsprint or a dry erase board.  You could also print the slides and use them as a visual. Another option is to simply read the questions out loud without displaying them at all.  If you don’t have PowerPoint, a free download of PowerPoint Viewer, which allows you to show slides without having PowerPoint, is available at the below link:
www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=048dc840-14e1-467d-8dca-19d2a8fd7485&displaylang=en
Supplies: Write the letter A on a sheet of blank white paper.  Do the same for letters B, C and D on separate sheets of paper.  Place each letter at one corner of the room.
Say: The name of our game is Tony Hawk and here’s how to play.
How to play: Break up into small groups of ten. Each corner of the room is labeled A, B, C or D. After each question, players are given 30 seconds to choose a corner based on which answer they think is correct. During each round, players are given specific instructions on how to travel to the corner. The group who has the most players at the correct corner gets 100 points. Whatever team has the most points at the end wins.
[Begin playing the game. If you are using the PowerPoint slides, open the PowerPoint game slide show and begin the game.]
{Option: Award the winning team with a pack of Twizzlers candy].
After playing the game say: And that’s it for our fun game about Tony Hawk. That was some pretty wild stuff, wasn’t it? Let’s have a round of applause for our winning team!
LARGE GROUP
[Slide 1 – Cover]
Say: Tony Hawk has been named the best pro skater in the world. In order to be the best, he had to have faith in himself. But he also had to put his faith into action. He had to have the discipline to train and the courage to try out for competitions. What if he just believed he could be the best pro skater in the world, but never actually did anything about it? What if he just sat on his couch reading skater magazines and watching others compete on TV? We wouldn’t even know his name. He backed up his faith with action. He earned that title by training and competing for years.
God wants us to go a step further than just knowing. He wants us to put our faith into action. I have tons of friends who grew up in Christian homes, like many of you. They memorized scripture and knew the Bible inside and out. Missing out on what God could do through them, they never put any of it into practice. And it is an easy trap to fall into. Putting your faith into action means you don’t just know the stuff, but actually do it. Don’t get me wrong, knowing the Bible and God’s ways are important. But it is only the first step. God challenges us to go beyond knowing to doing. Check this out from the Bible:
[Slide 2 – James 1:22}
“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.”
[Slide 3 – Evan Almighty]
Let’s check out a video clip from the movie Evan Almighty. But first let me set it up for you. Evan Baxter, whose wish is to change the world through politics, is told by God himself to build an ark. In the beginning he fights God on the idea, but God is giving him sign after sign confirming his mission. Finally, Evan gives in and begins to build the ark. Let’s roll the clip now.
Description: Evan works together with his sons in the early stages of building the ark.
Location: Start - 44:58 (Chapter 9) & Stop – 47:04 (Chapter 9)
[Slide 4 - Questions to Talk About]
Allow preteens to break up into groups of three to answer the following questions:
1. Have you seen the movie? If so, did you like it or not like it? Explain.  
2. Why do you think Evan didn’t build the ark right away?  
3. Why do you think he eventually began to build it?  
4. What would you have done if you were him? Explain.
At some point, Evan came to the conclusion that God really wanted him to build an ark. He didn’t understand why, but knew it was God’s mission. He, like many of us, didn’t act on what God told him to do right away. He knew what to do, but didn’t do it.
God challenges us to not only know the Bible and God’s ways, but to put our faith into action. Like Evan, being a Christ follower means we put into action what we read in the Bible. The real reason we hear God’s word is so we can do it. 
Here’s a little more about what God says about putting your faith into action from The New Living Translation:
[Slide 5 – James 1:25]
“But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.” James 1:25
So, God will actually bless you for living life His way. Pretty cool, isn’t it? So, what does it look like in everyday life to put your faith in action? I’ll give you an example.
Let’s say you are sitting on the couch in the living room watching TV. It’s a weeknight, you just finished your homework and your belly is full from your favorite home cooked meal. You had a tough day at school that day. You got a D on a math test that you studied really hard for. Your best friend was really mean to you at lunch, and your English teacher is determined to make life miserable by giving you a hard time in class. After a day like that, it’s nice to just plop on the couch and watch some TV. Your mom walks in the room and yells at you for leaving the dirty clothes in the bathroom. Then your brother comes in, gives you a dirty look and changes the channel. You argue with him, but he refuses to change it back. You complain to mom who sides with your brother. You think it’s so unfair and yell at him, call him names, and then begin to hit him. He hits you back. Mom breaks it up and sends you to your room.  
As you sit on your bed, you begin to think of what you learned at church last Sunday—forgiveness.  You feel that you were right and your brother was wrong, but can’t get out of your head what you learned last Sunday. You learned to “forgive for free.” You learned when you hold onto your hurt and anger, it weighs you down. Unforgiveness leads to anger and then resentment. It can even affect your relationship with God.  
Just as you are thinking about forgiveness, your brother walks in your room and apologizes. You have a choice to make. You could go through the motions and say you forgive him, but not really mean it. In the past that’s what you’ve done. You were kind of forced to say you forgive, but deep inside you were still angry and didn’t really let it go. But something is different this time. Lately, you’ve been going deeper with God. You’ve been living a life PLUGGED IN to Him and it’s really been amazing what He has been showing you. You feel that your brother really is sorry and you want to forgive him. You tell him you forgive him and ask forgiveness for what you did to him. You guys make up and he lets you watch your favorite show when you get unpunished.  
You start thinking how cool it is to put into action what was learned on Sunday. You didn’t just learn about forgiveness, but you forgave. And it wasn’t something forced on you. Your mom or brother didn’t make you forgive. You didn’t forgive because you feared letting down God. You wanted to forgive because it was in your heart to forgive. You started to think maybe there was a connection between PLUGGING IN to God and you forgiving more easily. God was changing you from the inside out. You put faith into action!
[Slide 6 – Small Group]

Dismiss to small groups.
SMALL GROUP
Activity: Lego Crash

Supplies: Get some Legos and create a structure out of them. Build anything you want. However, keep it small, simple and easy to reproduce. Place the Lego structure at the front of the playing area. It should be out of sight from all the group members except the Runner. If you have a small room, figure out a way to hide it from other group members.
[Note: If groups are bigger than five members you might want to split the group in half, each having its own Runner and structure to build.]  
You can play this as one large groups with small groups competing against each other or as individual small groups. Get into small groups and pick one volunteer in each group to be the Runner. The Runner goes to the Lego structure and memorizes how to build it. He/she then goes back to the group and describes how it is made. The Runner can’t do any building, but gives group members instructions on how to build it. The Runner can go back and forth as many times as he or she desires. The first team to duplicate the structure wins. [Optional: Have a couple of leaders throw paper wads at the Runners as they go back and forth keeping a distance of at least ten feet. If the Runner is hit, he/she is frozen in that position for 30 seconds] Or if you are playing the activity as an individual small group, then give the team a time limit to complete the task. 

Say: This activity is a great illustration how the Holy Spirit helps you to be like Jesus. Jesus is your model. God says if you plug into Him, He will transform you to be like Jesus. The problem is that we can’t physically see Jesus. Jesus is like the original Lego structure. You couldn’t see the structure (like you can’t see Jesus) but needed to duplicate it (like we duplicate living like Jesus). The Runner is like the Holy Spirit who helps you be like Jesus. He shows you how to live like Jesus.

Have small groups read these passages: James 1:22–25; Matthew 7:24–27.  
Discuss the following questions in small group:
1. What do you think these verses mean? What do they not mean?  
2. Why do you think God wants us to put our faith in action? If we don’t, what could we miss out on?  
3. Talk about a time when you applied a concept in the Bible to your life.
LARGE GROUP WRAP UP
[Slide 7 – Nike slogan]
[If you have a pair of Nike’s, hold them up as you talk]
Raise your hand if you own a pair of Nike shoes. Cool! Nike’s slogan is “Just Do It.” You don’t hear the slogan as much as you used to. And I’m not quite sure why this is their slogan, but I like it. It motivates you to do something. Just like God wants you to do something with your faith. He doesn’t want you to hear a message each Sunday and do nothing with it. When you hear a message, ask God to give you an opportunity to put it into practice. Be ready for God to answer your prayer and then “JUST DO IT.” 
[Slide 8 – Put your faith into action!]
End in prayer.
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