Place for your Problems
Place - a space, area, or spot, set apart or used for a particular purpose:  
Place is a big deal to God.

Creation - God made Place before he made people.  

He always creates a place with purpose.  This earth is our place. He gave us dominion over the earth. He created a planet that could handle all our needs.
We didn’t do anything to build this place.  It was created for us – and before us.

Calvary is a place for us.  The Cross, the blood of Jesus is for us.  Our redemption is the purpose of that place.  This place was also created for us – and before us!

Revelation 13:8 refers to Christ as the “Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world.”

Calvary is such an important place!!  It was created for you – and before you.

Forgiveness of Sins
God has created  an interesting and mysterious place for your sin.
Psalm 103:12 (NIV)
as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
The distance from the North pole to the South pole is roughly 12,416 miles. East and West have no poles. East from west – Infinity.  God has a place for your sin.

Micah 7:19 (NIV)
You will again have compassion on us;

    you will tread our sins underfoot

    and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.
Place is important.
Eternity
What conversation on the importance of place would be complete without mentioning our Eternal place.

John 14:2-4

2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Heaven is a place that is prepared for us.

Hell – Place of Torment, a Place separate from God
Mathew 25:41

"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
Hell is a place prepared for the Devil and his angels.

God has prepared a place for your enemy – the devil.  Wouldn’t it be foolish to join your enemy in hell?

I believe an essential question in life is - Is there an after-life? Is there an eternal place after this life.

This question leads to the next – Where will I spend eternity? What place will I go?  Heaven?  Hell?

If you don’t know the answer to that question…

We are excited about heaven.  It is a place of joy. No more sorrow or crying. No more hate…

However, our eternal place isn’t the only place God cares about.

This Place
The place where you find yourself right now matters!

Remember that Place is a Space, set apart or used for a particular purpose.

Abraham was a guy God pulled aside.  He told Abram about a place.
Genesis 12:1 (NIV) The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.
Don’t you love how God calls you from everything that is solid, predictable, and dependable and calls you to a place… that He will show us.  Walking into the Place God has for you takes faith.
God spoke to Abraham about a place… not a heaven or hell eternity place… but a place right here in this world.
Eternity is IMPORTANT!  However, the importance of your eternal place doesn’t diminish the importance of the place he is calling you right now in this temporal world.

I love what Hebrews 11:8 (NIV)  says about Abraham’s journey.
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.
If you feel like you don’t know where you are going in life you are in good company. Abraham had no idea where this place was… He was literally wandering through the place…
Wandering through a place with God is better than trying to chart your own future.  Being in the Place doesn’t mean you have all the answers. It doesn’t even mean you know where you are going.

Abraham is proof of that. 
It was on this journey to a place that he grew in his relationship with God.

Who can forget the place in Genesis 22
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”
Sometimes we are led to scary places.  Places that push our faith to the brink and sometimes seemingly beyond what we think the brink is. Jehovah God is going to show Abraham a place of sacrifice.
Genesis 22:9-10 (NIV)

9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram[a] caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 
14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”
What a place God led Abraham to!  There was a revelation of God in this place.  
Have you ever gone through a difficult place… A place you didn’t understand… a place you didn’t think you could walk through?   We avoid these places, but after going through them we see how rewarding they are…

If you are willing to travel through the unknown place with God…  There is revelation there. There is understanding there.  You see that He is Lord there.  There is blessing there!

17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”
Are you willing to walk with God to the unknown place?
All nations were blessed, and still are blessed, because Abraham walked into place.

Others are blessed when you walk into place!

The best thing you can do as a mother or father is walk into place.

Place is important to God.  A space set apart for purpose.

This place, the place you find yourself right now, matters.

Walk in Place
Place isn’t always a destination.  Sometimes it is the journey. 
Genesis 13 (NIV)

17 Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you.”
God gives Abraham the Land – But he invites him to walk in the land.
Far too often we think the place is the finish line.  For too many they act like a place of salvation is the finish line.  Many preach a prosperity message where the place of blessing in the destination.
God invites you to walk in the land.  He invites you to Walk in Place.
Later it is revealed to the Offspring of Abraham the power of walking in place.

God tells Moses about reclaiming his forefather’s land.

Deuteronomy 11:24 (NIV)

Every place where you set your foot will be yours: Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the Euphrates River to the western sea.
God makes the same promise to Joshua and all the children of Israel.

God invites you to walk in the land.  Everywhere you place your foot He will give you.  What does this mean?

Every place you find yourself – God wants to give you that place.  He wants to work out that situation for your good and the good of the Kingdom.

God wants you to walk towards the place of heaven, but he wants more for you than that.  He wants you to walk in place – a space set apart for purpose.  He wants you to be blessed, healed, victorious, happy, full of life, and truth.  He wants you to experience that with every footstep! 

We are walking towards heaven but God would have us receive a deposit on our eternal inheritance now in this place.
Ephesians 1 (NIV)
13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.
The Holy Spirit is your guarantee from God.  You pay a deposit so the seller knows you are reliable to pay the rest of the price.  The Holy Spirit is your deposit!  He is your super natural gift in a natural world.   

If you want to know if heaven is a real place you should receive the Holy Spirit!  

Once you receive the Holy Spirit something major should change.  Walking towards a place called heaven becomes walking in place. Because the downpayment of your inheritance is within you.

Acts 1
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
This is Jesus speaking!  The one who said “All Power in Heaven and Earth is given to me” is talking about the power you receive when the Holy Spirit comes on you.
With the Power of the Holy Ghost, like Abraham, Moses, and Joshua –   

Deuteronomy 11:24 (NIV)

Every place where you set your foot will be yours: Your territory will extend 
People who walk with God into unknown places have a habit of seeing God’s power!
MUSICIAN
Place is a space that has been set apart for a purpose.
Are You walking in Place?

Are you allowing the Power of the Holy Spirit to bring His power into your world?  When the Holy Spirit comes on you….
Acts 1:8
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Jerusalem – Home town   (Start in the place you are!)
Judea – Area

Samaria – Outer Territory

Ends of the Earth

A Spirit filled believer walks in place.  They are a witness wherever they go.

Place is a space set apart for purpose.  When you are at your job are you allowing yourself to walk in place?  Students, are you taking advantage of the place God has called you? Are you living out purpose in your home?
Do you feel the weight and importance of the place you are called to?

Great Commission… Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel…

ALL THE WORLD… kinda heavy… How about we just say all your world for right now… Start in Jerusalem right…

If in the last year you haven’t shared Christ with a healthy percentage of the people in your world… your close immediate place…  Then chances are that you will never come close to sharing Christ with everyone in your close immediate world.  Is that walking in place?
You might be walking in church… but are you walking in place?
Are you fulfilling the purpose of your place as father?  mother?
Place is important to God…  He creates Place before he creates people….  As you come to this altar today I want you to know that he has prepared place for you…
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