Write Your Story 2 – Who are the characters in your story?
Write Your Story Bumper
Write Your Story Title
Welcome Back to Redemption Church.  My name is Chris Fluitt and I want to thank everyone for joining us.  Everyone who gathered with us today in Plano Tx!  Thank you!  Everyone receiving the Word of God online… Thank you!

We are in the 2nd week of our sermon series – WRITE YOUR STORY!

We believe that your life ought to be a great story.  In this WRITE YOUR STORY series we are challenging you to – Make your life a story worth telling.

Make your life a story worth telling.
In week 1 we asked you HOW WILL YOUR STORY END? 

You get to decide how your story ends.  We gave you that great habit from Stephen Covey to “Begin with the end in mind.”  We also told you that God began with the end in mind and that you are a part of His great story.

Today I want to ask you “Who are the characters in your story?”

Who are the characters in your story?
When you think of your favorite stories you also think of your favorite characters. A story doesn’t even exist without characters. If you are going to craft a great life story, then you need to include great characters.
This past week we asked you on facebook to share your favorite characters from your favorite stories.  The answers were broad.

Some went with Mr Darcy from the Jane Austin novel Pride & Prejudice.

Others went with Tommy Pickles from Rugrats, the Nickelodian cartoon.

We got some vintage movie characters like Paul Newman’s “cool hand Luke Jackson” and “the rebel without a cause” Jim Stark, played by Jimmy Stewart.

We had action oriented characters from books and film… Like Peeta Mellark from the Hunger Games and Aragon from the Lord of the Rings.

We had a Jedi from a galaxy far far away named Luke Skyawalker, and a protagonist named Winston Smith, that seems alarmingly close to home in George Orwell’s novel “1984.” We have even had a playboy millionare philanthropist named Tony Stark, but better known as ironman.

We told you last week that great stories aren’t written, but crafted.

Great stories aren’t written, but crafted
When the author sits down to write their story, they spend a lot of time imagining the characters in their story.  They don’t just craft the plot, but they also craft the characters. 

The author gets to decide what characters are in the story. The author gets to decide the roles each character plays.  The author has the right to decide who is a major character and who is a minor character.

J.K. Rowling created a wizarding universe in her book Harry Potter.  I realize some Christians don’t like Harry Potter, but please hear me out with an open mind. In her book, Rowling created an amazing device that literally decided the roles a character would play. This device was called the sorting hat.

The Sorting Hat
When this magical hat was placed on the head of a young person entering their first year at Hogwarts, a school for people gifted in magic, the hat would sort them into groups.  The hat would literally say out loud what faction of the school a student would be placed.

The sorting hat let us know who was going to tend to be evil and dishonest when it placed a student into house Slitherin.  You knew anyone that ended up in that house would play a role of villain to the main character – Harry potter.

Likewise, anyone who ended up in house Griffendor would always end up being an ally to truth & courage.

There is an interesting moment at the beginning of the series when the hat is placed upon the main character’s head and you hear the inner dialogue of the sorting hat & Harry Potter.  The hat says that Harry has the talent to be great and powerful like those in Slitherin.  If Harry wanted to grab power and lord it over people who could have gone to the power hunger house of Slitherin.  Instead Harry loved to seek truth and courage more than power so he asked the sorting hat to place him in Griffendor.

The whole story would have been different had the main character had a different motivation and been sorted among different supporting characters.

Life might be easier if we had a sorting hat we could place on people. Imagine how valuable a hat would be that could tell you if a person were a friend or foe.  What if you could place a sorting hat on a person and it would reveal their motivation… what if it could reveal their skill, courage, and loyalty.  Wouldn’t that be valuable?

We don’t have a magical hat but we do need to assign roles to the characters in our story.

Assign roles
It would be terrible if you as the good guy, main character, chose most evil person to be your best friend in your story.  Imagine if Luke Skywalker had tried to befriend the evil emporor.  What if Harry Potter had entrusted his future to his best friend Voldemort?  How would things have played out if Iron Man would have allied with Thanos?

You need to make sure you assign the role of friend to actual friends.

I’ll always remember advice from my father, Clyde Fluitt. On more than one occasion I have heard him lament “If only I would have recognized who my real friends were.  Christopher learn to recognize who your true friends are.  Not everyone is your friend.”

You want to really mess up your story assign the role of friend to someone who is actually a foe.

As you look back your story you may see that you have done this. Perhaps you may realize today that you are currently do this.  And if you have done it in the past, and in the present, look out for the future.

Do you have “friends” who are encouraging you to do harmful and addictive drugs?  Perhaps they are encouraging to lie to your parents…  Maybe they are discouraging your faith in God and trying to get you to hang out with them instead of go to church…

uh oh!  Looks like we have a foe assigned as a friend in our story.  There are many biblical stories about this, but perhaps none greater than Samson.  Here is a quick overview of that story…

Samson was dedicated to God by his parents.  Because of this dedication God gifted Samson with supernatural strength. His parents gifted Samson with something so wonderful… yet he disobeys his parents and leaves them.  His parents never a major role in Samson’s story again. He treats his greatest friends as foes…

Samson instead goes and lives with his enemies, the Philistines. He treats his foes as if they were friends.  Samson marries a Philistine girl, completely ignoring the plea of his parents.  As soon as he marries this Philistine, she betrays him by divulging secret knowledge to Samson’s foes… and then Samson wife leaves him and shacks up with one of Samson’s “friends.”  DOES NOT SOUND LIKE A FRIEND RIGHT?

But the good thing is that Samson learned his lesson…  NO HE DID NOT.

Samson continues hanging out with the Philistines until he one day meets a prostitute named Delilah. He treats Delilah as a friend believing that she loved him… but she was not a friend but a foe.  She did not love Samson, but instead became his greatest downfall.

Delilah asked for the secret to Samson‘s strength.  Samson’s enemies, had offered to give Delilah great wealth in exchange for this knowledge.  NOW GET READY BECAUSE THIS IS STUPID OF SAMSON. 

3 times Delilah asked for the secret to Samson’s strength.  3 times Samson gave Delilah a false answer. 3 times Delilah used the fake answer on Samson and the Philistines attacked Samson only to find Samson had not been weakened.  3 times Delilah absolutely proved she was not a friend but a foe… yet the fourth time she asked Samson for the secret to his strength, Samson told her the truth.

 Samson assigned the role of friend to his foes.  It cost Samson dearly as his “friend” Delilah called in the philistine army and they took the weakened Samson, burned out his eyes with a hot poker, and made him a chained slave until his dying day.

Do not assign the role of friend to foe.  You need to know who your real friends are.  You need to recognize a foe when you see one.

Guys, just because a girl takes an interest in you does not mean that she is a friend.  Girls, just because a handsome guy gives you attention does not mean they are a friend.  WE MUST RECOGNIZE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A FRIEND AND A FOE and we must assign them the right role in our life.

Do you recognize a friend when you see one?

Proverbs 17:17 (NIV2011) A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.  
A friend loves at all times. If they only love you when you are flush with cash, but not as much when you are low on the dough… they aren’t your friend.

If they call themselves your brother or sister but won’t answer your calls or texts when you need them in a time of adversity, then they aren’t your brother or sister.

Do you have the wrong people assigned to the role of brother & friend?

You get to decide the characters in your story

Voldemort does not have to appear in your story

You get to decide if someone plays a major or minor part in your story

character

Samson and Delilah

Make Jesus the main charcater

Proverbs 17:17 (NIV2011) A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.  
2 | Page

