The Seed, The Soil, & The Sower
<TITLE>

Jesus has a way of communicating. He is always able to speak truth… to confront us in love.  He’s always been able to do this.  He does it even now! He did this in Mark 4 with the use of Parable.
A Parable is a succinct story which illustrates an instructive principle. It’s a story that teaches. It is the symbolism in the story that does the teaching.
I believe that Jesus wants to confront us in love through his parable of the seed, soil, and sower.
As our video described the parable contains 3 symbols.. Seed, Soil, & Sower…  We need to understand the symbolism and then draw application for our lives…

<seed>
What does the seed represent?
Mark 4:14 (NIV)

14 The farmer sows the word.
We are scattering Seed right now…  The Word of God
WORD, GOSPEL, JESUS
Word = Logos   A word uttered by a living voice – A thought or conception
John 1:1 (NIV)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:14 (NIV)

 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
The seed is the word – It’s more than just scripture. It is Jesus.
John 12:24-25 (NIV) 

24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.
THE SEED IS CHRIST!!
<Soil>

The only variable in this story is the soil.  The Seed and the Sower are constant.

4 Soils

Path, Rocky Places, Weedy Ground, and Good Ground

· These 4 soils represent PEOPLE. 
· They represent 4 different responses to the seed.  
· These are 4 different responses people make when they have Jesus sown into their life.

#1 The Path

Mark 4:15 (NIV)
Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.
SATAN!   Not just the devil – but any adversary.

The WORD can be taken away.

2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 (NIV)

They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie 12 and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.
Jesus showed up  - But so did the adversary


Pathway soil chooses to listen to the adversary

WARNING!

The Adversary is here today! 
Anything that tries to steal what you know to be true about Jesus - Enemy
#2 Rocky Places
Mark 4:16-17 (NIV)
Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away.
Exciting!

Lacks Depth


Short Lived

WARNING!
Jackie Butts!



Persecution comes BECAUSE OF THE WORD/JESUS



The Dangerous message of Jesus!




Jesus is not an escape from persecution – He’s an invitation for it!
#3 Weeds and Thorns
Mark 4:18 (NIV)

Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.
They hear the word… They really do…   but

Be careful when you use the word “BUT” when talking to Jesus.`

Luke 2:59-61 (NIV)

59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.”
WARNING
Some really good things can keep you from Jesus…  relationships, jobs, opportunities…
 You’ve experienced growth – Great things in Jesus… BUT…

Mark 4:19 (NIV)

19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.
Are you less fruitful…?  
#4 Good Ground
Mark 4:20 (NIV)
Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.”
Good soil…  Why is it good?

Good Ground – Lets the seed have room to take root and grow

The priority and space the soil gives to the seed makes it good!

Are you good soil?  
Space priority
Mark 4:30-32 (NIV)
30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.”
CRAZY GROWTH happens in Good soil!  

Are you good soil?
Space priority
What happens when we preach something hard and difficult from the word?

Will you give space to it?

Mark 4:20 (NIV)

Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.”
Are you producing a crop?

“WHAT WAS SOWN”
EVERYTHING THAT CHRIST DID    X30, 60, 100

That’s how Christ describes GOOD SOIL!!!

SPACE & PRIORITY!!
Musician

<The Sower>
This should come as no surprise to you.  God is the Sower…
The seed is Christ.  People are the soil. God is the Sower…  He sent His son to us…

John 3:16-17 (NIV)

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
What a sloppy Farmer… Wasting seed…

Why would he waste his seed on bad ground?   pathway soil…?  Stony… Weedy & Thorny…
The other grounds are never called BAD Ground… Yet only one ground is called good.

The only difference between the good ground and the other ground is the priority of the seed.

The seed was not a mistake… He put the Seed/Jesus there on purpose…
You get to decide today what amount of space and priority you will give to Jesus Christ.
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