1. Is baptism necessary or optional? Necessary
Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

· Being baptized is a direct result of believing, without believing there is no salvation. 

Galations 3:26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus,

27  for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

(Acts 10 bears some explaining.  Peter, a Jew, is preaching to Gentiles.  When it refers to “they of the circumcision” it is referring to Jews. They did not believe Gentiles could be saved.  

Acts 10: 44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 45 And they of the circumcision which  believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,

47  Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.

Luke 7:30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized.

I Peter 3:18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 20 who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

Romans 6:4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

2. Why are we baptized? For the remission of sins
Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Acts 22:16  And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

Mark 1:4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.

Luke 3:3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; 

Luke 1:76 And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 77  To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins.

We know what it is to “commit” an act.  To “remit” that act is to make it as though it never happened.  The remission of our sins means to make it as though the sins never happened.  Baptism is so much more than just a public declaration of faith.  Something profoundly spiritual takes place when we are baptized.  The other place the Bible mentions remission of sins is in Hebrews, where it tells us that remission of sins only happens with blood.  It is in baptism that the blood of Jesus washes us of our sin stain. 
3. Who is it for? Everyone who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. No distinction is made as to gender, race, or age.  
Acts 8:12  But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

Acts 10:44-48 This is the passage read earlier where Gentiles were saved. 
Acts 8:35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

4. What procedure should be used? Should a person be sprinkled, have water poured over them, or be sprayed with a supersoaker.  ANSWER: Completely immersed in water.
Romans 6: 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism

Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism.

John 3:23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized. You have to infer a bit here.  While we are not told how John was baptizing we know it took MUCH water. The same principle applies in the following verses.  While it does not say specifically that Jesus was immersed, we know he came up out of the water.   Philip and the eunuch go down into the water. 
Matthew 3:13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water:
Mark 1:9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. 10  And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: 

Acts 8:38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

“baptism” comes from the Greek work “baptizo” which means to dip, immerse, to make fully wet

5. What should be said over the baptismal candidates when they are baptized? (Or does it even matter?)   The Name Of Jesus 
Colossians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ.

Acts 10:48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.

Acts 19:5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

Acts 22:16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

I Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

Acts 10: 37  You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached-- 38  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 39  "We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40  but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41  He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen--by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42  He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."
Matthew 28:19 is not a contradiction.   Peter was present when Jesus gave this commandment so either Peter disobeyed in Acts 2, verse 38 or he understood exactly what Jesus was saying in Matthew 28:19. 

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost
First of all, Jesus said “name” singular.  In other words, we know the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost by one name.  

We know the name of the Son is Jesus. 

Jesus said “I and my father are one” John 10:30.

Jesus also said the Holy Spirit would come in His name. John 14:26
The one name by which we know God is Jesus.  The Book of Acts is history of the first church.  Every recorded instance of baptism in the Book of Acts was in the name of Jesus.  Baptism where the name of Jesus is called over the person being baptized is what was done by the Apostles, it is the only way people were baptized in the first church, it most closely fulfills the intent of scripture, and it is what was commanded by Jesus Christ. 

